Greater Than The Angels #1
In Hebrews 1, the writer gives several arguments for the deity of Christ by
contrasting Him with angels. In part 1, we will look at some of these
arguments.
Vss. 1-2a says, “God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in
time past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us
by His Son.” First of all, the writer says that God used to speak to the
fathers of old in various ways. This would include angels (Hebrews 2:2). He
then says in vss. 2b-3, “Whom He has appointed heir of all things, through
whom also He made the worlds; who being the brightness of His glory and
the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His
power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand
of the Majesty on high.” Here are five aspects of Christ that could only be
attributed to God, not the angels.
Vs. 4 says, “Having become so much better than the angels, as He has by
inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they.” The name is “Jesus
Christ, the Son of God.” With that name, comes a power and authority far
greater than that of the angels (Matthew 1:21; 28:18; Acts 4:12; 10:43;
22:16; Romans 10:13). Only at this name “every knee should bow, of those
in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth” (Philippians
2:10).
Vs. 5 says, “For to which of the angels did He ever say: ‘You are My Son,
Today I have begotten You’? And again: ‘I will be to Him a Father, and He
shall be to Me a Son?’” The answer is “none”; God never said this to any
angel, only to Jesus. The phrase, “You are My Son, Today I have begotten
You,” is a quotation of Psalm 2:7, which was a prophesy of the resurrection
of Christ. No angel had the power to raise himself from the dead, and be
called God’s Son.
Vs. 6 says, “But when He again brings the firstborn into the world, He says:
‘Let all the angels of God worship Him.’” Jesus was to not only be worshiped
by man (Matthew 2:11; 14:33; 28:9; John 9:38), but He is also to be
worshiped by the angels. The angels, on the other hand, were not to be
worshiped by anyone (Revelation 19:10).
Vss. 7-9 says, “And of the angels He says: ‘Who makes His angels spirits
And His ministers a flame of fire.’ But to the Son He says: ‘Your throne, O
God, is forever and ever; a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your
Kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; Therefore

God, Your God, has anointed You With the oil of gladness more than Your
companions.’” Vs. 7 is a quotation from Psalm 104:4 which refers to the
angels as being God’s servants who are like the wind: quick and swift to
obey His will. Vss. 8-9 is a quotation from Psalm 45:6-7 which speaks of
Jesus as a king, reigning on His throne over His everlasting kingdom. God
the Father has anointed Him as King unlike the angels which are the King’s
servants.
Next week, we will examine the closing arguments and the conclusion in
chapter 2.
Jonathan Glaesemann

