Forwarding Error

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, have you read through and thought hard
about what you are so quickly forwarding on to others? We face difficult
challenges in this "New Age” of electronic communication. Instant messages
fly around the world in a matter of seconds. If we have to wait a minute we
are outraged with the slow response of our network provider or our
telecommunications company. We are living hectic lives in which we are not
taking the time to think through what we just read on the internet and then
immediately forwarding to others before thinking about what we just read.
We seem to seize upon those witty and cute stories and sometimes personal
testimonials that gradually lead readers into a false sense of security about
concepts which directly oppose the word of God. These include false
doctrines such as “faith alone” and an array of denominational teachings that
are offered in the place of God’s truth. Are you forwarding this kind of poison
to fellow Christians and to those outside of Christ that do not know to
beware?

Sadly, many Christians are not thinking about the evil teachings they are
spreading through cyberspace. In fact, many are spending more time
reading email posts, playing games, etc., than they are studying God’s word.

In the midst of this technological advancement, Christians are faced with a
new kind of problem that is very old in origin. The devil’s work is being
promoted by sincere and honest Christians who are either untaught or
unstable in their handling of the scriptures when they forward stories and
testimonials that are at best a human interest story, but at worse promotes
false doctrine hidden in a “good feeling” story (2 Peter 3:14-18).

These well-meaning souls read a post they have received from another
source (many times a source unknown to them personally) and forward it on
to multitudes of people without thinking about what they are passing on to
be read. These well-meaning Christians read the post and decide that it has
some good points in it and that it would be uplifting to a fellow Christian or
Christians, or even a friend that is not a Christian.

But what they forward, unless they point out the error contained in it to the

one receiving the post, will leave the impression that the sender agrees with
all that is contained in the post. It appears that a form of “going along to get
along” has found a new way to enter the lives of Christians.

Unfortunately, they do not consider the overall teaching or attitude of the
post they have mindlessly passed on to an individual or other brethren.



Included in the forwarded messages are often those who are not Christians,
thus leaving the impression that the post is what they personally believe and
hold to be true. We see this New Age “internet stumbling block” developing
in the church.

We can see the device of the devil in this because Christians are being fooled
into thinking that as long as the message conveys a good feeling, it must be
alright to forward it on to others. But brethren, what are we really doing
when we mindlessly forward something that is not true to the word of God?

Christians ought to listen to the Apostle Paul as he warns the Corinthian
brethren in 1 Corinthians 2:1-5, that their faith should not stand in the
wisdom of men but in the power of God’s word. How many of these well-
meaning posts do we see that are not Bible teachings, but rather are
emotional appeals that pander to the base desires of the world (1 John
2:15-17)?

Brethren, we need to awake out of the stupor into which the devil has lulled
many of us to sleep. We need to learn the hard lesson that young people
have to learn at an early age, “just because something is in a written form
doesn’t make it true.” Christians need to learn the lesson of 1 Corinthians
4:6 in regard to putting their faith into something just because a recognized
“Brother So and So” wrote it. Of course this does NOT make it Bible-based,
nor does it mean that the forwarded post is grounded in the truth of God’s
word. Please consider Paul’s stated fears for his brethren in 2 Corinthians
3:11. We also need to learn the lesson that 1 Thessalonians 5:21-22 also
applies to forwarded emails, regardless of how sincere and well-meaning one
might be about sending them.

Above all else, it seems that good feelings have become the determining
factor of our day among our brethren and the sad part is they are forwarding
error with no thought whatsoever to whom they are sending this post of
error. We can only pray that Christians will think twice before clicking on that
“forward” button that will send a message that promotes the cause of the
evil one.

My hope and prayer can only be that you will read this article carefully and
finding it to be so, forward it to all you know and love, so that they too
might be warned not to forward “good feeling” errors and false teachings
from the devil to the destruction of precious souls.
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