Is Hell Real?
The atheist does not believe in hell, neither does the Hindu or Buddhist.
This is to be expected. However, did you know that many who call
themselves followers of Christ do not believe in hell either? Seventh Day
Adventists deny the Bible doctrine of hell, so do the "Jehovah's
Witnesses." A few years ago even the pope of Rome denied a literal hell
(The Houston Chronicle, July 29, 1999 p. 28A). Well, is hell real?
Jesus talked more about hell than anyone else. He treated it as a real
place; one of eternal torment, with unquenchable fire (Matt. 25:30, 46;
Mk. 9:42-48). He said we are to fear God because He can destroy us in
hell (Matt. 10:28).
Hell is as real as heaven. Often, when Jesus talked about heaven, He
contrasted it with hell. For instance, He said, "And if your eye causes you
to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you. It is better for you to enter into
life with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire"
(Matt. 18:9). Therefore, if heaven is real, hell must be too. If not, then the
Lord was deceptive with His words.
The "Jehovah's Witnesses" say, "Would a loving God really Torment
people forever?" (You Can Live Forever in Paradise on Earth, p. 81). The
"J.W.'s" believe that when man dies he goes into oblivion, he is not
existent. They say that eternal punishment is non-existence. Well, then,
we ask, would a loving God annihilate people forever, excluding them
from "paradise earth"? If it works for one, it works for the other.
The truth is, God is a God of love, but He is also a God of righteousness.
He has goodness and severity (Rom. 11:22). God will take vengeance on
those who have not submitted to His will (2 Thes. 1:6-9). God's love was,
and is, shown by sending His Son (Jn. 3:16). It is now up to men to
accept or reject His Son by accepting or rejecting the gospel (Acts 2:3841; 13:42-51). Those who accept it and live by it will go to heaven (Rom.
2:7, 10). Those who reject it will be cast into eternal torment, hell (Rom.
2:8-9; Rev. 21:8).
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