Where Is Your Emphasis?
The following article was written by F. W. Emmons in 1873, and I have seen it many
times in bulletins over the years. Please notice that each one is exactly the same, word
for word, yet note how the differences in punctuation alter the meaning.
The Good Man
He is an old and experienced man. In vice and wickedness he is never found. Opposing
the work of iniquity he takes delight. In the downfall of his neighbor he never rejoices. In
the prosperity of any of his fellow creatures he is ready to assist. In destroying the
peace of society he takes no pleasure. In serving the Lord he is uncommonly diligent. In
sowing discord among his friends and acquaintances he takes no pride. In laboring to
promote the cause of Christianity he has not been negligent. In endeavoring to
stigmatize all public teachers he makes no exertions. To subdue his passions he strives
hard. To build up Satan’s kingdom he lends no aid. To support the gospel among the
heathen he contributes largely. To the evil adversary he pays no attention. To good
advice he gives great heed. To the devil he will never go. To heaven he must go where
he will receive the just recompense of his reward.
The Evil Man
He is an old and experienced man in vice and wickedness. He is never found opposing
the work of iniquity. He takes delight in the downfall of his neighbor. He never rejoices in
the prosperity of any of his fellow creatures. He is ready to assist in destroying the
peace of society. He takes no pleasure in serving the Lord. He is uncommonly diligent in
sowing discord among his friends and acquaintances. He takes no pride in laboring to
promote the cause of Christianity. He has not been negligent in endeavoring to
stigmatize all public teachers. He makes no exertions to subdue his passions. He
strives hard to build up Satan’s kingdom. He lends no aid to support the gospel among
the heathen. He contributes largely to the evil adversary. He pays no attention to good
advice. He gives great heed to the devil. He will never go to heaven. He must go where
he will receive the just recompense of his reward.
Did you notice the difference in the two paragraphs? So much of our lives depend on
where we decide to place our emphasis. The road to heaven can be easily rearranged
with just a little help from Satan, just as this paragraph can be easily rearranged to
reflect a completely different emphasis in these two men!
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