“"Would Jesus Do What We Do?”

This question is a little different from the oft-asked question, *“What would
Jesus do?” It is true that asking what Jesus might do in a situation is a
righteous question to ask. Such a question is consistent with Bible teaching
(Colossians 3:17; 1 Peter 4:1). However, in this article, let’s put this
question in a different light by asking if Jesus would be doing what we are
currently doing. Would He be practicing what we are practicing? Would
Jesus...

Make excuses for not attending worship services? Would it be logical to
assume that if Jesus were on earth today He would not be present to
worship God and study His word every time He could? Jesus gave His body
and His life’s blood to purchase the church (John 19:33-34; Acts 20:28). The
church’s work includes spreading His word, the gospel, and worshipping God
“in spirit and in truth” (1 Thessalonians 1:8; John 4:24). Therefore, would
Jesus do what many do today and not attend every worship service, offering
lame excuses as to why He thought it necessary to neglect this time with
brethren in worship to God (Hebrews 10:24-25)? It is unthinkable to suggest
that Jesus would not regard His church any more than one does a social
club!

Do just enough to get by? We have some who want to do “just enough” of
the Lord’s work to get by or be considered “faithful” by men. Some seem
unconcerned about what God thinks, so long as men consider them faithful
(Revelation 2:10; 1 Corinthians 15:58; Matthew 6:2, 5, 16). Would Jesus do
what we do? In 1 Peter 2:21-22, we learn the answer when we read, “For to
this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you
an example, so that you might follow his steps. He committed no sin, neither
was deceit found in his mouth.” Jesus certainly kept all the Law of Moses. He
did not just do enough to “get by,” but did all'! No, we are not under the Law
of Moses today (Colossians 2:14); but we are under the Law of Christ
(Galatians 6:2). As Christ did, so let us do all we are commanded so that we
may have “the right to the tree of life” (Revelation 22:14)!

Act Hypocritical? Knowing that some Christians are hypocrites, would Jesus
be a hypocrite? The Bible reveals the answer. Jesus condemned the
Pharisees for being hypocrites. They said one thing and did something else
(Matthew 23:13-36). In contrast, Jesus practiced what He preached (Acts
1:1)! Notice that in Matthew 23:3-4, Jesus told His disciples to “observe and
do” what these people said. Jesus did not exalt Himself, or act in a
hypocritical way to those He was teaching. Knowing this truth, why do we



think we can get away with acting one way on Sunday, and living another
way the rest of the week?

Rely on his opinions rather than the word of God? We do not have to look far
to see people who will justify themselves by their opinions instead of
submitting to God’s word. Too many live based upon what they feel

rather than what has been taught in scripture. Would Jesus do this? No!
While upon this earth, Jesus never relied on what He wanted to do. He did
what God told Him (Luke 2:51; John 12:49-50; Matthew 26:39, 42, 44).
Jesus kept the Law without fail (1 Peter 2:22). Knowing that this is the case,
would Jesus be doing what we are doing? Who are we to think we can do
something that the Son of God did not do?

Teach in such a way so as to not “offend” anyone? There is a cry today from
men who say that we ought not offend anyone by our teaching, but “be as
Jesus was.” So, let us find out how Jesus was! One example of how our Lord
taught is seen in Matthew 15. After Jesus condemned the Pharisees for
honoring their traditions more than God’s commands, the disciples said, “"Do
you know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard this

saying?” (Matthew 15:12). Jesus answered by saying, “Let them alone

... (Matthew 15:14). Some men allow hurt feelings and angry looks (or the
potential for such) to keep them from spreading the truth. Would Jesus do
as we do? No, Jesus did not allow these things to get in the way of teaching
and preaching the truth! It is a sad commentary on brethren when we see
them refuse to spread the gospel because they do not want to hurt anyone’s
feelings. Beware of those who act like this, and let us act and speak as Jesus
did (Colossians 3:17; 1 Peter 2:21-22). There is something that is far worse
than “hurt feelings,” and that is lost souls!

“"Would Jesus do what we do?” is a very serious question to ask. Take some
time to examine yourself, — how you act and what you say (2 Corinthians
13:5). Perhaps it is that we do not want Christ doing what we have been
doing!
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