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Jesus of Nazareth was baptized by John the Baptist in the river Jordan 
(Matthew 3:13-16). He immediately began to preach, “The time is fulfilled 
and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent ye and believe in the 
gospel” (Mark 1:15). As He passed by the sea of Galilee, “he saw Simon and 
Andrew casting a net into the sea … and Jesus said ‘Come ye after me, and I 
will make you to be fishers of men.’ And straightway they left the nets and 
followed him” (Mark 1:16-18). Proceeding a little further, He saw James and 
John, and gave them the same invitation with the same result. Matthew 
records their response “and they straightway left the nets and followed 
him” (Matthew 4:20). On the behalf of Christ, His apostles invite us to follow 
Jesus. Paul wrote, “Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ” (1 
Corinthians 11:1).

Who is this Jesus that invites us to follow Him? He said of Himself, “I am the 
living bread which came down out of heaven” (John 6:51); “I am the good 
shepherd” (John 10:14); “I am the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25); 
and, “I am the way, the truth and the life” (John 14:6). He claimed to be the 
Messiah; the long anticipated king of the Jews (John 4:25-26). He claimed to 
be eternal, to be God. He said to unbelieving Jews, “Before Abraham was 
born, I am” (John 8:58). Isaiah the prophet spoke of the Messiah to come, 
calling Him Emmanuel, or God with us (Isaiah 7:14). Peter confessed Him to 
be the Son of God (Matthew 16:16). Thomas acknowledged Him to be “My 
Lord and my God” (John 20:28). John wrote of Him, “In the beginning was 
the word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God” (John 1:1-2). 
If these claims are true, then the Jesus who invite us to follow Him is God; 
the one who made the world and made man in Him image (John 1:10; 
Genesis 1:26-27).

Why should we follow Jesus? First, by creating man, Jesus has the 
inalienable right to expect His creatures to honor him because “in him we 
live and move and have our being” (Acts 17:28). None can honor Him unless 
they follow His precepts.

We should follow Jesus because, since all men have disobeyed (sinned 
against) God at one time or other and the consequence of such disobedience 
is spiritual death, our hope of avoiding punishment for our wrongs is to 



follow Him because He said He is able to set man free from sin. “If ye abide 
in my words, then are truly my disciples and ye shall know the truth and the 
truth shall make you free” (Romans 3:23; 6:23; John 8:31-32).

We should follow Jesus because of His great love for us. In order to free us 
from the guilt of sin, Jesus died for us. “Him who knew no sin he made to be 
sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in him” (2 
Corinthians 5:21). “God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten 
Son that whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have everlasting 
life” (John 3:16; cf. John 15:13).

We should follow Jesus because the blessings He gives to those who do are 
of eternal nature. Jesus said, “My sheep … follow me, and I give unto them 
eternal life” (John 10:27).

But how and what must we do to follow Jesus?

None follow Jesus who will not hear Him. When Peter suggested making 
three tabernacles -- one each for Moses, Elijah, and for Jesus, a voice from 
heaven spoke, “This is my beloved son in whom I am well pleased. Hear ye 
him” (Matthew 17:5).

What does it mean to “hear”? The word “hear” carries several meanings. To 
hear can mean to hear a sound, “hear” can mean to understand, and “hear” 
can mean “to obey.” The latter is its meaning in Matthew 17:5.

Acts 2 records the first time the gospel was preached after it was an 
accomplished fact. Jesus had died for our sins, been buried, resurrected, and 
ascended back to His Father. When the Holy Spirit fell on the 12 and 
empowered them to speak with other tongues which they had not learned, a 
great multitude of Jews who had come to Jerusalem for the feast of 
Pentecost came together and were greatly bewildered because unlearned 
men could speak in the various tongues those assembled heard them 
speaking in.

Some marveled saying, “Behold, are not all these that speak Galileans? And 
how hear we every man in his own language wherein we were born?” while 
others mocked saying, “They are filled with new wine” (Acts 2:7-8, 13). 
Peter explained that the apostles were not drunken but that the astonishing 
things they saw and heard were the fulfillment of a prophecy made by the 
prophet Joel (Acs 2:15; Joel 2:28-29). Then Peter preach to the assembly 
about Jesus.



He told them that Jesus was a man whom God had approved to them by 
mighty works, wonders, and signs; which things they knew (Acts 2:22). He 
told them that while God had determined that His Son should die (for the 
sins of men), the Jews had in fact rejected Him and were responsible for His 
death. And yet, while His nation had killed Him, God had raised Him from 
the dead. He referred to prophecies from David which predicted the 
resurrection of Jesus (Psalm 16:8; Acts 2:25-31). Peter affirmed that he and 
the other apostles were witnesses that Christ had been raised from the dead 
(Acts 2:32). Finally, he warned his audience that God had made the Jesus 
they had crucified, Lord and Christ (Acts 2:36).

The fact that the Jews had rejected, then killed their long-anticipated 
Messiah caused many of them to cry out in anguish to Peter and the others: 
“Men and brethren, what shall we do?” They were not told there was nothing 
they could do; on the contrary they were told to “repent ye and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your 
sins” (Acts 2:38). But, these people on Pentecost would never have been led 
to ask what they must do, nor to have been commanded to be baptized to 
be saved, HAD THEY NOT HEARD! The faith they had was the result of their 
hearing the gospel for “Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of 
God” (Romans 10:17).

Still, we must not suppose that all who heard obeyed the gospel that day. 
Three thousand were baptized, many more were not. For us to truly hear, we 
must hear with an open mind. Isaiah wrote of some that “hearing ye shall 
hear, and shall in no wise understand” (Isaiah 6:9; Matthew 13:14). Those 
of whom Isaiah spoke were prejudiced hearers: because their minds were 
shut, they did not understand the simple and plain truth they could have 
understood had their minds been open. In John 9 there is recorded the 
marvelous miracle of Jesus giving sight to a man born blind. The Jews knew 
He had worked the miracle yet they told the blind man “we know God hath 
spoken unto Moses, but as for this man, we know not whence he is” (John 
9:29). The blind man replied, “Why herein is the marvel that ye know not 
whence he is, and yet he opened mine eyes” (John 9:3).

James wrote, “Let every soul be swift to hear …” (James 1:19). We must be 
swift to hear Jesus for we cannot follow Him unless we hear His voice.


