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He Led Abraham To Canaan
Genesis 12:1-3; 15:1-6; 21:25-30; 22:1-14

Introduction
• Willingness to obey God whatever He commands and wherever He 

directs me to go is a necessary qualification for any who desire God’s 
fellowship and blessings. When Samuel was a youngster, God called him 
“Samuel, Samuel” and he responded (as he was instructed to do), 
“Speak Lord, thy servant heareth” (1 Samuel 3:10). When God said, 
“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?”, Isaiah quickly said, “Here 
am I, Lord, send me” (Isaiah 6:8). The spirit of these two was patterned 
after that of Abraham, whom God called “my friend” (Isaiah 41:8).

• Abraham was native to an ancient city called Ur of the Chaldees, a 
region called Mesopotamia (Acts 7:2). Abraham’s father, Terah, was the 
ninth generation from Noah, a descendant of his son, Shem (Genesis 
11:10-26). For many years the exact location of Ur was unknown, but 
about 100 years ago the city was identified as ancient ruins in modern 
Iraq, not far distant from Babylon. Like almost all the world’s inhabitants 
in that day, Terah had fallen into idolatry, an allusion to this being made 
by Joshua (Joshua 24:15).

• After the flood God promised Noah he would never destroy the earth by 
water again (Genesis 8:21-22), and the Lord, resigned to the fact that 
man was wedded to idolatry, felt it necessary to separate Abraham from 
that influence, saying, “Get out of your country, from your family and 
from your father’s house to a land that I will show thee” (Genesis 12:1). 
God’s promises to Abraham, dependent upon his obedience, was 
threefold. First, God would make a great nation of his seed. Second, He 
would give them a land of their own. Third, in Abraham’s seed all 
nations of the earth would be blessed (Genesis 22:17-18).

• Abraham obeyed God’s voice and traveled from Ur to Haran, a distance 
of about 565 miles. Abraham’s father and his nephew, Lot (whom he 
had taken “under his wing” after the death of his father) traveled with 
him. When Terah died, God’s call came once more to Abraham to leave 
his father’s house and come into a land God would show him (Acts 7:4; 
Genesis 12:1-4). Abraham was 75 years old at the time and while his 
brother and other relatives remained in Haran, Abraham carried Lot with 
him. Abraham walked by faith; he did not know the land to which he 
was going (Hebrews 11:8).



• For 100 years Abraham remained in Canaan. So far as we can 
determine, he never returned to the land from which he came nor was 
he willing that his son Isaac should go there (Genesis 24:4-7). During 
those 100 years of sojourning in a strange land his faith was tested 
many times and in different ways. Sometime by disappointment, 
sometimes by problems with family and those not family, sometimes 
with sacrifices almost unthinkable. Whatever the test, Abraham 
successfully met it because his course of life was, “Where he leads me, I 
will follow.”

Fear And Apprehension
• God chose Canaan as the land which was to be Abraham’s posterity. Yet 

during Abraham’s lifetime the only possession he had was the field in 
which he buried his wife, Sarah, when she died (Genesis 3:16-20). 
Although he lived in Canaan for 100 years, he regarded himself forever 
a stranger there (Genesis 23:4) and because he was alone, he faced 
fears by dwelling in a strange land.

• Fear for his life caused him to lie about Sarah to Abimelech, posing her 
as his sister (Genesis 20:2). When he was asked why he lied, he said, 
“Because I thought, surely the fear of the Lord in not in this place; and 
they will kill me on account of my wife” (Genesis 20:11). Earlier God 
had said to Abraham, “Fear not, Abraham, I am your shield and your 
exceeding great reward” (Genesis 15:1). True courage is to act despite 
of one’s fear.

Disappointment
• God had promised Abraham that He would make him the father of many 

nations; that he would multiply his seed and this necessarily required 
that Abraham have children. Yet years went by with no children. So, 
when God promised Abraham He was his exceeding great reward, 
Abraham responded, “Lord God, what will you give me, seeing I go 
childless?” Again, God’s promises was repeated to him with God’s 
assurance: “One who came from your own body shall be your 
heir” (Genesis 15:4). Then God brought Abraham outside to survey the 
starry sky and assured him that if he could count all the stars, 
promising his descendants would be as numerous as the stars. “And 
Abraham believed God and it was reckoned unto him for 
righteousness” (Genesis 15:5-6).

• Still there was no son, and Sarah, despairing she should bear a son, 
gave Hagar, her handmaid, to Abraham and Hagar did bear Abraham a 
son when Abraham was 87 years old! But this was not the intended heir, 
for not only would the promised heir be Abraham’s own flesh and blood, 
that son would also be Sarah’s son, his long, barren wife (Genesis 



17:15-16). And so it came to pass! Isaac was born when Saran was 90 
years old and Abraham was 100. Through disappointment Abraham (and 
we) learn to “wait on the Lord.”

Problems With Others
• As he and his nephew lived in the land, their herds increased and strife 

and faction resulted. Abraham said, “We be brethren,” and to avoid 
further strife advised a separation. It was after that separation that God 
told Abraham to look in all directions for that was the land God would 
give to his descendants (Genesis 13:14-17).

• Abraham was a stranger in Canaan and her natives did not welcome 
him. When he would dig a well for his family and flocks, the Canaanites 
would drive him away, either taking the well, or filling it in (Genesis 
21:25-30). But at length Abraham dug a well and was undisturbed; God 
had made room for him! The problems Abraham experienced did not 
lessen his conviction that, although he was a stranger there, his 
descendants would possess the land.

Sacrifice Almost Unthinkable And Unbearable
• Abraham’s faith had been greatly tested in several ways but the 

greatest test of his faith was in God’s command, “Take now your son, 
your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and 
offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I 
shall tell you” (Genesis 22:2). Human sacrifices was not unknown in 
that day; it had likely been practiced in Ur, as well as in Canaan, but the 
commandment must have brought extreme sorrow to Abraham’s heart. 
How could God’s promise to make of his a great nation be fulfilled if 
Isaac were dead for God specifically had said, “In Isaac shall your seed 
be called” Genesis 21:12).

• Abraham resolved the dilemma in his mind by believing that even 
though he killed Isaac, God would raise him from the dead (Hebrews 
11:17-19). So, Abraham obeyed God. How hard it was for him to travel 
those days with his son with the terrible secret that his son was to be 
sacrificed to God! How hard to think of the hurt he would inflict upon his 
son! Yet he “wavered not through unbelief” (Romans 4:20), prepared to 
offer his son, and would have, save for God’s intervention -- God’s 
welcomed word: “Do not lay your hand on the lad … for now I know that 
you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, form 
me” (Genesis 22:12). Although it was not necessary for God to raise 
Isaac from the dead, Abraham’s preparation to kill Isaac proved he 
would follow God’s commands, no matter how hard it was to obey.



Conclusion
• Abraham unwavering passed through all his crucibles of fiery testing. 

Little wonder that Abraham is called the father of the faithful.
• Little wonder that Abraham was called “the friend of God” (James 2:23). 

We, too, can be God’s friends. Jesus said, “Ye are my friends if ye do the 
things which I command you” (John 15:14).


