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Noah And Peer Pressure
Genesis 6-9

I. The Narrative
A. What happened in the garden was no isolated case. When there were 

only two, mankind sinned. When they were blessed by God in 
multiplying, they rebelled.

B. God determined to judge them after He has striven with them through 
Noah who preached righteousness by the Holy Spirit (1 Peter 3:20; 2 
Peter 2:5). After 120 years of longsuffering (Genesis 6:3), His patience 
had run out.
1. When making man, God saw it as very good and purposed to bless 

him (Genesis 1:28, 31).
2. In viewing man’s rebellion, God saw it as very bad and changed His 

intention toward him (Genesis 6:6, 13; cf. Jeremiah 18:1-12).
C. By God’s grace one man revered and served God. While the earth 

corrupted its way (6:12), Noah walked God’s way (6:9).
D. The construction of the ark would have commenced before any of his 

sons were born. He had to provide for them while he was yet childless!
1. Its dimensions (Genesis 6:14-16).
2. Its inhabitants (Genesis 6:19-21; 7:2-3).

E. Noah did everything God commanded (Genesis 6:22; 7: 5, 16).
1. The narrative of the flood is vivid and forceful, though entirely 

wanting in the description in which a modern historian would have 
occupied the largest space.

2. We see nothing of the death struggle; we do not hear the cry of 
despair; we do not witness the frantic agony of husband and wife, 
of parent and child, as they fled in terror before the rising waters.

F. The water covered the entire earth and prevailed 150 days (Genesis 
7:19-20, 24). The ark rested on Mt. Ararat (Genesis 8:4-5). The flood 
occurred 1,656 years after creation.

G. Noah tested the dry land with the raven and the dove (Genesis 
8:6-14). He spent just over a year in the ark.

II. The Applications
A. Peer pressure is a term describing the pressure exerted by a peer 

group in encouraging a person to change their attitude, behavior and/
or morals, to conform to, for example, the group’s actions, fashion 
sense, taste in music and television, or outlook on life (Proverbs 1:10; 
28:7; Exodus 23:2; 34:12; 1 Corinthians 15:33).



B. Unfortunately, even God’s most renowned people succumbed to peer 
pressure (John 18:17, 25).

C. Faith is believing, on the basis of a few godly homes, in the possibility 
of millions of godly homes despite evidence to the contrary. One who 
can withstand peer pressure will be blessed (Psalm 1:1-6).

D. We rightly lament the power of a bad example (1 Kings 11:2); it is 
essential that we recognize the power of a good one (Hebrews 11:7). 
It doesn’t matter that senators and congressmen aren’t jamming your 
phone lines asking for advice. Make a difference with those you do 
influence and let them influence others.

E. Isn’t it wonderful that in all of the darkness of a world gone mad, man 
could not hide the flickering light of Noah’s life?

F. We often think of ourselves as good people with some bad habits, but 
remember that Genesis 8:21 is talking about us (1 John 1:8, 10)!

G. You must live your life right in front of your friends, for your eternal 
destiny depends upon it (Matthew 7:13-14; 2 Corinthians 5:10; 
Hebrews 9:27).

III. Thought Questions
A. What are your examples of peer pressure?
B. Noah faced insurmountable odds with his peer pressure. Are our odds 

the same?
C. Comment upon Noah’s ungodliness in Genesis 9:20-21.


