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Securing Our Hearts Through Forgiveness -- Joseph
Genesis 50:15-21

Joseph And His Dreams
• Joseph was the firstborn son of Rachel (Genesis 30:22-24). When Jacob 

fled from the anger of his brother Esau, he went to his mother’s family 
who lived in Haran (Genesis 27:43). There he fell in love with Rachel 
and agreed to work for her father, Laban, seven years in order to marry 
her. However, Laban deceived Jacob and gave him Leah as his wife 
instead. He then worked another seven years for Rachel.

• Because Jacob loved Rachel more than Leah, he was partial to their son 
and favored him in many ways, one of which was to give him a coat of 
many colors (Genesis 37:3). Naturally, Jacob's other sons both resented 
and hated Joseph (Genesis 37:4). Joseph added to their resentment by 
telling two dreams he had had: “… we were binding sheaves in the field 
and lo, my sheaf arose and also stood upright, and beheld your sheaves 
stood round about, and made obeisance to my sheaf” (Genesis 
37:7). When Joseph revealed his second dream, even his father rebuked 
him. Of that dream Joseph said, “… behold the sun and the moon and 
the eleven stars made obeisance to me” (Genesis 37:8).

Joseph Is Sold By His Brothers
• The jealousy, resentment, and anger of Joseph’s brothers grew to a 

boiling point and when Joseph was sent to find him, they saw him 
coming and wanted to kill him. Two of Joseph’s older brothers, Rueben 
and Judah, prevented the others from killing him, and they instead sold 
him into slavery (Genesis 37:21-22, 26-28).

• Joseph begged his brothers not to mistreat him, but their hatred of him 
was so great, they hardened their hearts against his pleas (Genesis 
42:21-22). Sin is very grievous: the brothers’ crime against Joseph 
brought him hardship, ceaseless anguish, and sorrow to their father, and 
a troubled conscience to themselves, which, even 20 years later 
weighed heavily in their minds (Genesis 42:21).

Joseph Suffers Because Of His Brothers’ Sins
• Sometimes when someone wrongs us, the injury and hurt only lasts a 

little while. This was not true for Joseph; he suffered many years 
because of his brothers’ sin. First, he was sold to an Egyptian named 



Potiphar and although Joseph had been mistreated, he made the best of 
his bad situation. He did not murmur or complain; he served faithfully 
and as best he could. His faithful service soon caught the eye of his 
master and Joseph was advanced to a high position in Potiphar’s 
household.

• However, not only had Joseph caught the eye of his master; he had 
caught the eye of his master’s wife as well, and she enticed Joseph to 
lay with her. When Joseph refused, Potiphar’s wife lied to her husband 
about Joseph. Once more Joseph was wronged, for his master had him 
cast into prison (Genesis 39:20). But again Joseph accepted life as it 
was and he was soon promoted for the keeper of the prison committed 
“to Joseph’s hand all the prisoners that were in the prison; and 
whatsoever they did there he was the doer of it” (Genesis 39:22). While 
he was in prison he interpreted a dream for the king’s butler. He told the 
butler that he would be restored to his former position and Joseph asked 
him to tell the king of his mistreatment (Genesis 40:14). But, the butler 
forgot his promise and Joseph suffered another two years in prison 
(Genesis 40:23; 41:1).

Joseph Is Exonerated And Elevated
• God promised that He will not forsake His people and He did not forsake 

Joseph, for while Joseph had suffered wrongfully, he was not alone: God 
was concerned about him, just as He cares for His children today. After 
a while Pharaoh dreamed a dream which no one could interpret 
(Genesis 41:2-8). The butler remembered Joseph and how he had 
correctly interpreted his dream. He confessed to Pharaoh that he had 
forgotten to mention Joseph and suggested that Joseph might be able to 
interpret Pharaoh’s dreams. Pharaoh immediately sent for Joseph 
(Genesis 41:25).

• God had shown Pharaoh that there would be seven years of plenty and 
then seven years of famine, and Joseph advised Pharaoh that during the 
years of plenty the Egyptians should prepare for the famine (Genesis 
41:33-35). Joseph’s interpretation of Pharaoh’s dreams, along with his 
suggestion for preparedness, pleased Pharaoh and he made Joseph the 
overseer of the preparation. Joseph was promoted from a prisoner to 
the second most important person in Egypt (Genesis 41:39-44)! It had 
been 13 years since Joseph had been sold into slavery, but God lifted 
him from his trials to a place of exaltation. Pharaoh “took off his ring 
from his hand, and put it upon Joseph’s hand, and arrayed him in 
vestures of fine linen, and put a gold chain about his neck” (Genesis 
41:42).



Reconciliation And Forgiveness
• Seven years passed -- years of great plenty. But then came famine! This 

famine reached into Canaan where Joseph’s family lived and they were 
severely affected by it. When Jacob heard there was grain in Egypt, he 
sent ten of his sons to buy food. It was necessary that they appear 
before Joseph. The years had brought a lot of change to Joseph, and his 
brothers did not recognize him but he knew them (Genesis 42:8)! As 
they bowed before him, Joseph remembered his dream of the sheaves 
and he recognized its fulfillment. Joseph did not reveal himself to his 
brothers at that time: he put Simeon in prison and pretended to be 
harsh with them. He eagerly asked about his father and youngest 
brother, Benjamin, who had not come with the ten. What joy he must 
have felt when the brothers told Joseph that both his father and brother 
were still alive! When he pretended to be angry with them, their 
conscious troubled them and they felt his treatment of them was God’s 
punishment for the way they had treated Joseph many years before.

• Eventually Joseph’s family all came to Egypt and Joseph settled them in 
Egypt’s finest land and all was well until Jacob died. Then the ten 
brothers were afraid that with their father dead, Joseph might retaliate 
against them. They went to see him and told Joseph that they were his 
servants and that their father had asked that he forgive them for their 
wrongs against him in his early life (Genesis 50:15-18). The plea for 
mercy and forgiveness caused Joseph to weep (vs. 17), and he forgave 
his brothers (vss. 19-21).

Lessons For Us
• We demonstrate we are children of God when we forgive others. Our 

heavenly Father is willing to forgive us when we sin against Him. We 
must, to be like Him, be willing to forgive others when they sin against 
us! God has even warned that if we will not forgive others when they 
wrong us, He will not forgive us when we sin (Matthew 6:14-15).

• Both young and old must learn that if we harbor anger and hatred 
against anyone, even if that person has badly mistreated us, we make 
ourselves miserable and will fail to obtain forgiveness from our heavenly 
Father: “Love your enemies and pray for them that persecute you; that 
ye may be sons of your Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 5:44-45).


