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Solomon’s Choice Of Wisdom 
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If God gave you one choice, and promised to give you whatever you wanted 
in life, what would you choose? Like many, would you choose a lot of money 
for yourself? What about a long life? Facing this immediate question, one 
might want to cover all bases and ask for a 100 more opportunities to 
choose. Regardless of your choice, what you chose would be something you 
considered to be of great value. It would be something you treasured. It 
would also indicate where your heart or devotion is. 

Solomon had this experience when he began his reign as king of Israel. God 
appeared to him in a dream while he was in Gibeon. “The high place” in 
Gibeon was where Solomon offered 1,000 sacrifices to God (I Kings 3:4; 2 
Chronicles 1:6). At this time the temple in Jerusalem had not yet been built. 
The tabernacle, with the brazen altar was in Gibeon (2 Chronicles 1:3, 5). 
The ark of the covenant was in a tent David had prepared for it in Jerusalem 
(2 Chronicles 1:4). Solomon, complying with the Law of Moses, sought to 
offer his sacrifices before the tabernacle which happened to be at this time 
at “the great high place” (Leviticus 17:3-7; I Kings 3:4). When the temple 
was finally built by Solomon, the altar upon which sacrifices were to be 
offered and the ark of the covenant would all be in one place in Jerusalem. 

While Solomon slept in Gibeon, God asked him in a dream, “Ask what I shall 
give thee” (I Kings 3:5). Solomon replied by asking for “an understanding 
heart” (I Kings 3:9). Solomon possessed a grateful and humble heart as he 
began his reign in Israel. He was grateful for the lovingkindness God had 
shown his father David which had led to his own reign over God’s people (I 
Kings 3:6). He now stood before a people as numerous as the “dust of the 
earth” (2 Chronicles 1:9) which could not be numbered (I Kings 3:8). Even 
though being approximately 20 years old, Solomon admits, “I am but a little 
child. I know not how to go out or come in” (I Kings 3:7). He was not 
speaking literally as an innocent and dependent child, but manifesting true 
humility as he contemplated reigning over such a great number of people. 
His humility is also seen in that he did not want an understanding heart for 
his own glory, but desired God’s gift so he, in the wisdom of judging between 
good and evil, could judge God’s people with justice (I Kings 3:9, 11). 

Solomon’s choice pleased God because it was an unselfish request. He did 
not choose a long life for himself, abundant riches for his own pleasure, nor 



did he request taking the life of his enemies. He did not ask for what would 
produce worldly honor or glory for himself. God rewarded Solomon’s humility 
by saying, “And I have also given thee that which thou has not asked, both 
riches and honor, so that there shall not be any among the kings like unto 
thee, all thy days” (I Kings 3:13). Solomon is a good example of God’s 
attitude toward humility. “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He 
shall exalt you” (James 4:10). God exalted Solomon above all the kings of all 
time. The queen of Sheba traveled a long distance, and after observing 
Solomon’s riches and wisdom said, “… the half was not told me; thy wisdom 
and prosperity exceed the fame which I heard” (I Kings 10:7). 

Solomon’s wisdom from God quickly manifests itself when two women come 
before him with an emotional problem. Each woman had given birth to a 
child, but one of the babies died when his mother accidentally laid on him. 
Around midnight, the woman took her dead child and laid it in the bosom of 
the other mother, and took the living baby for her own. When the other 
mother arose to nurse her baby, she realized the dead baby in her arms was 
not her own. There were no witnesses in the house where they were staying, 
and both women were claiming the living baby boy as their own. 

Wisdom is not mere knowledge, but the insight into inner workings of life. 
Solomon, understanding a mother’s love, ordered the living baby to be cut in 
half and given to each mother (I Kings 3:24-25). One of the mothers pleads 
with the king by saying, “Oh my lord, give her the living child, and in no wise 
slay it” (I Kings 3:26). The mother who had lost her son, and having no true 
attachment to the living child, said, “It shall be neither mine nor thine, 
divide it” (I Kings 3:26). Observing the different reactions of the two 
women, Solomon now knew the true mother. The mother, who desired the 
baby to live, even when it meant that the baby boy would be given to 
someone else, manifested a true mother’s love. Having this insight, Solomon 
could now render justice. He said, “Give her the living child, and in no wise 
slay it: she is the mother thereof” (I Kings 3:27). 

Solomon spoke over 3,000 proverbs which help us live a wise life (I Kings 
4:32). Have you ever noticed people who have so much pride in their own 
wisdom often fall from their lofty perch of prominence? This reality in life 
manifests a principle from God’s wisdom: “Pride goeth before destruction, 
and a haughty spirit before a fall” (Proverbs 16:18). The next time you see 
someone losing their temper in anger, note what they do next — do they do 
something wise or foolish? Solomon reminds us: “He that is soon angry will 
deal foolishly” (Proverbs 14:17). 

While our neighbors and friends might like us to visit them, wisdom gives us 
a truthful insight into life: we can overstay our welcome. God gives us this 



wise insight so we do not cause our neighbors to hate us, even when they 
are our close friends: “Let thy foot be seldom in thy neighbor’s house, lest 
he be weary of thee, and hate thee” (Proverbs 25:17). Have you ever 
observed friendships ending because a friend told an untruth about another 
behind their back? Solomon warns us of this happening to help us avoid 
gossiping: “A perverse man scattereth abroad strife; and a whisperer 
separateth chief friends” (Proverbs 16:28). 

We do not have to personally experience the foolish consequences of 
drinking alcoholic beverages and taking harmful drugs. God gives us insight 
to where such practice ends: “At last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth 
like an adder. Thine eyes shall behold strange things, and they heart will 
utter perverse things. Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in the midst 
of the sea, or as he that lieth upon the top of a mast” (Proverbs 23:32-34). 
By looking beyond the enticing drink or drug, knowing their harmful end, we 
can make the wise decision to not partake. 

The treasure of God’s wisdom today is found in Christ. Paul lived among 
those who valued the philosophy of men (Colossians 2:8). A philosophy of 
man known as Gnosticism was beginning in Paul’s day. People believed they 
were the “knowing ones” and had all the divine secrets. Paul combats the 
love of man’s philosophy by reminding Christians of the treasure they have 
in Christ. In Christ we have “all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge 
hidden” (Colossians 2:3). God’s wise plan of saving man from sin was not of 
man, and man would have never conceived of it (Romans 11:33-36; I 
Corinthians 2:6-10). Paul says God’s wisdom is hidden in Christ. Ironically, 
while hidden, the vast treasures of God’s wisdom and knowledge can be 
known. Entering into Christ through obedience to the gospel, we can enjoy 
the treasures of salvation and the hope of Heaven (Galatians 3:26-27; 
Colossians 1:5). Living the godly life revealed through Christ allows us to 
have the abundant life Jesus promises. Life now and eternal life in the world 
to come is truly an abundant treasure we find in Christ (cp. John 10:10; I 
Timothy 4:7-8). 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. Was it sinful for Solomon to offer up sacrifices in Gibeon instead of 
Jerusalem? 

2. What two manifestations of humility moved Solomon to make a wise 
choice? 

3. Which is a greater treasure:  “millions of dollars” or “wisdom”? Explain. 



4. What wise insight into life did Solomon have which helped him judge 
between two women standing before him claiming the baby boy was their 
own? 

5. What is the danger of not having humility? 

6. What foolishness occurs when one has not learned to control anger? 

7. What are some reasons for friendships ending because of a lack of 
wisdom? 

8. How does listening to God’s wisdom help us when faced with drinking 
alcohol or taking drugs? 

9. What are some of the treasures of wisdom and knowledge we find in 
Christ? 

10.How did God exalt Solomon when he humbly asked for an understanding 
heart?


