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Truth Or Error: The Battle Begins
Ephesians 6:10-12

Paul, in his Ephesian letter, wrote of a spiritual battle in which his readers 
(and their contemporaries) were engaged. This battle rages to the present 
day. The apostle commanded, “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the 
strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of God that ye may be able to 
stand against the wiles of the devil” (Ephesians 6:10-11).

God and the devil are first introduced to the human family in Genesis 1-3. In 
those chapters the sacred writer tells how our world was created, how order 
was established from chaos, and how the first man and woman were formed. 
The writer introduces Adam and Eve, reciting to us their blissful state in car-
ing for the garden God prepared and placed them in, revealing God’s com-
mand to Adam: “… Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But 
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in 
the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” (Genesis 2:16-17). 
The happiness and peace of our first parents was soon disrupted by yielding 
to the temptation the serpent placed before them. He made the forbidden 
fruit look very appealing; so much so that they chose to disobey what God 
commanded. Thus began the perpetual war which has raged since that day.

From where did these principal beings come in this struggle?

First, consider God. God speaks of Himself when John wrote, “I am the Alpha 
and the Omega, saith the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty” (Revelation 1:8). Alpha and Omega were two letters in 
the Greek alphabet. Alpha was its first letter, Omega is the last. By so de-
scribing Himself, God affirmed His everlasting nature. However hard it is to 
think of something that always has been and always will be, of something 
that has no beginning nor ending -- such is the nature of God. God alone has 
this eternal character, everything else that exists is something God made. In 
addition to His eternal character, God is light and goodness. There is no 
darkness or evil in Him at all (1 John 1:5).

In addition to God, the Ephesian letter speaks of the devil. From where did 
he come? The scriptures say nothing of the devil’s origin. While some think 
that, like God, he is also eternal, that hardly seems so. Peter records these 
words: “… God spared not angels when they sinned but cast them down to 
hell and committed them to pits of darkness” (2 Peter 2:4). Jude writes in a 



similar fashion: “And angels that kept not their own principality, but left their 
proper habitation, he hath kept in everlasting bonds under darkness until the 
judgment of the great day” (Jude 6). From these two passages it is seen 
that some of God’s created beings sinned against Him, and it is very likely 
this was the origin of Satan -- he was created good, but rebelled against 
God. Whatever his origin, we know what he is now. He is the “father of all 
lies” (John 8:44). He is the great deceiver (Revelation 20:10) and cunning. 
He is the greatest enemy of mortal man.

Now, consider man. Genesis tells of God creating the world. “In the begin-
ning God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). In that chapter 
Moses outlined God’s creative work, recording what was created on Earth on 
each of the six days of time’s first week. We say time’s first week and we 
should qualify that as the first week of time of our universe. Since there 
were already created beings before our world’s formation, time, however in-
finite, began with the first of God’s creative activity. It is evident that angels 
already existed when our world was formed for they rejoiced at its creation 
(Job 38:7). Having recorded all that God made -- the Earth, the stars, dry 
land, the seas, beasts, birds, and fish -- God crowned His work by making 
man. “And God said, let us make man in our image, after our likeness …” 
(Genesis 1:26).

As God created everything in the Earth, He surveyed what He had made that 
day. On the third day when dry land appeared, God “saw that it was good” 
(Genesis 1:10). As He looked on His handiwork, four more times God “saw 
that it was good.” Finally, when He was finished, the record says, “it was 
very good” (Genesis 1:31).

But, while everything God made was “good,” it is possible that a created be-
ing may corrupt itself and become bad. This was the case with angels who 
fell. It was also true with man for God made man and called that “good,” yet 
man fell. The wise man wrote, “This only have I found that God made man 
upright, but they have sought out many inventions” (Ecclesiastes 7:29). God 
neither made man wicked nor willed him to be, but God made man a crea-
ture of choice, for long ago Joshua said to Israel, “Choose ye this day whom 
ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the 
other side of the flood or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: 
but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:15). Man, 
by his own personal choice, may become evil. Still, God wishes for men who 
have become evil to turn and serve Him and be saved.

Thus, three principal characters exist in this spiritual battle: God, Satan, and 
man. Satan stands in opposition to God and seeks to overthrow all His 
works. Long ago he marshaled the help of others whom God had made for 



the Bible speaks of the “devil and his angels” (Matthew 25:41). Satan knows 
his final end; but wicked being that he is, he hates God so much he wants to 
destroy God’s works and has centered his efforts on man, whom God made 
in His image. And man must never forget that there is no neutrality in this 
battle. We are in this war, and we either will serve God or Satan. Jesus said, 
“He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not with me, 
scattereth abroad” (Matthew 12:30).

Man’s only ultimate and lasting happiness can come from serving God. While 
there is pleasure in sin, it is brief -- lasting but a season (Hebrews 11:25). 
Because Satan desires our hurt, we must understand our enemy, understand 
his tactics, and prepare ourselves to stand against his wiles and devices. We 
must remember that Satan is our adversary, our accuser, cunning, and seeks 
our injury and not our good.

God made and loves man and has prepared heaven for him so that he may 
ultimately dwell with God. Because He loves man, He has promised that, al-
though Satan’s power is strong, He is stronger and that He will not allow any 
to be tempted beyond their ability to bear (1 Corinthians 10:13). He assures 
us that if we will resist the devil, he will flee from us (James 4:7). Further-
more, He has promised that all who stand with Him and His Son will over-
come the devil (Revelation 17:14). He has prepared His armor for us which 
will assure us victory over the evil one if we will wear it. We must be certain 
that we put on that armor so we might overcome all the wiles of the evil 
one!


