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Believe -- Cornelius
Acts 10:1-48

When the crucial time came that the apostles, elders, and brethren would 
gather together to consider the issue whether Gentiles should be circumcised 
and commanded to keep the Law of Moses, Peter was the first speaker, 
opening his remarks with these words: “a good while ago God made choice 
among you that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the 
gospel and believe” (Acts 15:5-8).

The time of this gathering was about A.D. 51 and the events mentioned by 
Peter as “a good while ago” occurred about ten years earlier. The choice of 
Peter as God’s spokesman to the Gentile Cornelius is recorded in the 10th 
and 11th chapters of Acts. Peter had traveled from Jerusalem to Lydia 
(where he healed a sick man named Aeneas) and then to Joppa where he 
raised a good woman named Dorcas from the dead (Acts 9:32-42). A door 
was opened in Joppa through that miracle for many believed on the Lord and 
Peter “abode many days in that city” (Acts 9:42-43).

The church had spread through Judaea, Samaria, and other regions of 
Palestine but through those years the apostles had preached only to Jews 
and Samaritans. Yet, the promised seed of Abraham was to be a blessing to 
all nations, including the Gentiles. The Old Testament prophets foretold that 
the Gentiles would come to trust in God; Joel wrote that in the last days God 
would pour forth His Spirit upon “all flesh” concluding His prophecy “and 
whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord  shall be saved” (Joel 2:28-32; 
Acts 2:21). So the time came that Gentiles would enjoy the “sure blessings 
of David” but it took miracles on the part of God to open that door. Peter 
beheld the vision of a great sheet let down from heaven with all manner of 
four-footed beasts and creeping things and a voice commanded, “Arise 
Peter, kill and eat” (Acts 10:13). Peter responded, “Not so, Lord, I have 
never eaten anything common or unclean.” Once more the command came: 
“What God hath cleansed, make not thou common” (Acts 10:15). Three 
times this vision was repeated, leaving Peter in great doubt about the 
meaning of the vision (Acts 10:17). Before Peter’s vision, other events were 
in motion. A Gentile centurion named Cornelius lived in Caesarea (Acts 
10:1f). An angel appeared to him, commanding that he should send to 
Joppa, getting Peter, who would “tell him words whereby thou shalt be 



saved, thou and thy house” (Acts 11:13f). Cornelius did as the angel 
commanded him.

Because the Spirit expressly commanded Peter to go with Cornelius’ servants 
and in addition Cornelius had related how God had told him Peter would tell 
him what he must do to be saved, Peter realized the significance of his  
vision. He said, “… unto me hath God showed that I should call no man 
common or unclean” and “of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of 
persons, but in every nation he that feareth him and worketh righteousness 
is acceptable to him” (Acts 10:28, 34-35). For the first time the gospel was 
preached to Gentiles and Peter concluded, “to him bear all the prophets 
witness, that through his name every one that believeth on him shall receive 
remission of sins” (Acts 10:43). Cornelius and his house were commanded to 
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, which they did (Acts 10:48). Paul’s 
words in Romans 1:16 were demonstrated in Cornelius: “I am not ashamed 
of the gospel, for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth, to the Jew first and also to the Greek” (Romans 1:16).

Faith, or belief, is the means by which we are justified. The Hebrew writer 
defines faith as “the substance of things hoped for, the conviction of things 
not seen” (Hebrews 11:1). No man can please God without faith (Hebrews 
11:6). The importance of faith dare not be minimized; the danger of unbelief 
should stand sharply in our minds. We are told that “the just shall live by 
faith” (Habakkuk 2:4). The prophet Habakkuk spoke these words as the dark 
clouds of Babylonian captivity loomed on the horizon and the passage is 
directly quoted or alluded to in the New Testament three times. Not only do 
the just live by faith, we “walk by faith” (2 Corinthians 5:7), have our hearts 
cleansed by faith (Acts 15:9). and become sons of God through faith 
(Galatians 3:26-27). “Faith is the victory that overcomes the world” (1 John 
5:4). Jesus said, “God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son 
that whosoever beleiveth in him might not perish but have everlasting 
life” (John 3:16).

The importance of faith is seen in the consequences to those who do not 
believe. Jesus said, “Except ye believe that I am he, ye shall die in your 
sins” (John 8:24). When Jesus gave His great commission He said, “He that 
believeth not shall be damned” (Mark 16:16). The Hebrew writer warned 
Christians, through the example of ancient Israel, “And we see they were not 
able to enter in because of unbelief” (Hebrews 3:19). Furthermore, the 
writer wrote, “Take heed, brethren lest haply there shall be in any one of 
you an evil heart of unbelief in falling away from the living God” (Hebrews 
3:12). John warned, “But for the … unbelieving, their part shall be in the 
lake that burns with fire and brimstone” (Revelation 21:8).



We must be cautioned that while the scriptures teach we are saved by faith, 
we are nowhere told that man is saved by “faith alone.” To the contrary, 
James said, “Ye see that by works a man is justified, and not only by 
faith” (James 2:24). James likened faith without works to a body without a 
spirit (James 2:26). Faith must work (Galatians 5:6).

We have studied the importance of hearing Christ. But there is more to 
following Jesus than just hearing. Hearing is necessary in order that we may 
believe for “Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of 
God” (Romans 10:17). Paul asks, “How then shall they call on him in whom 
they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him in whom they 
have not heard” (Romans 10:14)?

Abraham left home, family, and familiar country because God commanded 
him to. He was promised rich blessings through his seed, which promises he 
did not experience in his lifetime, yet he wavered not through unbelief. Of 
this noble man (called “the father of the faithful”), it is written, “… and 
Abraham believed God and it was reckoned unto him for 
righteousness” (Genesis 15:6). We must have faith like Abraham if we hope 
to be saved as he.


