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The tragic aftermath of man yielding to Satan’s temptation was God’s con-
signing punishment to all the parties in man’s fall: the man, the woman, and 
the serpent. For man it was more labor with less reward: thorns and thistles 
would vex his labors and the earth would not yield her full strength to him. 
For woman, pain would be greatly multiplied in her childbirth and her desire 
would be unto her husband, who would rule over her. To the serpent, he 
would crawl on his belly all his days. For man, however grievous was his ini-
tial punishment, it was greatly overshadowed by “in the sweat of thy face 
shalt thou eat bread, until thou return to the ground, for out of it was the 
taken: for dust thou art and unto dust shalt thou return” (Genesis 3:19). 
Severe as were all these, none could compare to the separation from God’s 
fellowship -- spiritual death.

Yet, in this dark picture, there was light for God had promised to the serpent 
“and I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed 
and her seed; it shall bruise thy head and thou shalt bruise his heel” (Gene-
sis 3:15). This statement meant that the woman’s seed, which was to come 
in the distant future, would suffer a “heel wound” from the serpent: a hurt-
ing, painful injury, yet not a permanent one; the serpent would suffer, from 
the seed of the woman, a fatal “head wound.”

That “seed of the woman” was the Christ (Acts 3:25-26; Galatians 3:16). He 
was the promised seed to Abraham through whom all nations would be 
blessed (Genesis 22:18); the “Shiloh” who would go forth from Judah, to 
whom would be the obedience of all peoples (Genesis 49:10); He was the 
star that would arise out of Jacob (Numbers 24:17); the one “who was like 
unto the son of man” to whom was given dominion and glory and a kingdom 
(Daniel 7:13-14); the suffering servant of Isaiah (Isaiah 53:4-5); the branch 
from the house of Jesse (Zechariah 6:12-13); the son of David of whom he 
wrote, “The Lord said unto my Lord, sit thou on my right hand until I make 
all thine enemies the footstool of thy feet” (Psalm 110:1).

When Satan succeeded in convincing man to rebel against God, he caused 
man to be in a perilous state. Yet, man’s state was not hopeless, for while he 
had fallen, he could assuredly regain his former state with God through 
Christ. Revelation speaks particularly of the struggles of the Christians dur-
ing the first 300 years after our present era began as their enemy, the devil, 



fought to continue their enslavement. “These shall war against the Lamb, 
and the Lamb shall overcome them for he is Lord of lords and King of kings. 
And they also shall overcome that are with him: called, and chosen and 
faithful” (Revelation 17:14).

This war between God and the devil will continue to exist until Satan is fi-
nally defeated. As John loosed the first of the seven seals, “behold, a white 
horse, and he that sat thereon had a bow; and there was given unto him a 
crown and he came forth conquering” (Revelation 6:2). There is little reason 
to doubt that this rider on the white horse is Jesus who came forth conquer-
ing and to conquer, and to whom was given a victor’s crown. But Satan al-
ways challenges the Lord and so, as the second seal was loosed, John saw 
that “the second  horse came forth, a red horse; and to him it was given to 
take peace from the earth …” (Revelation 6:4a). “Red” is the color for war 
and in this picture we see Satan engaging in battle with God’s Son. Frighten-
ing are the number of Satan’s allies, yet they cannot stand against God’s 
Son for as John continued to look he “saw the heavens opened and behold a 
white horse, and he that sat thereon called Faithful and True and in right-
eousness he doth judge and make war...and out of his mouth proceedeth a 
sharp sword, that which should smite the nations; and he shall rule them 
with a rod of iron” (Revelation 19:11, 15).

Although the battle has been of long duration, there is no uncertainty who 
will be the victor -- Jesus Christ. And, if we are with him, we also are certain 
to overcome. To this end we are urged, “Wherefore take up the whole armor 
of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all 
to stand.  Stand therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having 
put on the breastplate of righteousness …” (Ephesians 6:13-14).

Jesus came to this world with a definite purpose in mind. He did not come to 
condemn man, he came to save man. John wrote, “For God sent not the son 
into the world to judge the world, but that the world should be saved 
through him” (John 3:17). For Jesus to effect man’s salvation, it was neces-
sary that He destroy Satan’s works and “… to this end was the Son of God 
manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil” (1 John 3:8).

Yet, although God’s Son is pictured as a warrior, wielding a mighty sword, He 
does not make war by ordinary means. The Hebrew writer said, “Since then 
the children are sharers in flesh and blood, he also in like manner partook of 
the same; that through death he might bring to nought him that had the 
power of death, that is the devil; and might deliver all those who through 
fear of death, were all their lifetime subject to bondage” (Hebrews 2:14-15).



Let us review a moment. What was the penalty to man for eating the forbid-
den fruit? Death. Who was responsible for man’s death? Man, of course, but 
primarily Satan. So how did Jesus break Satan’s power of death? By allowing 
Himself to die! For after His death, He arose from that death. Satan’s power 
was broken. A second marvelous effect was wrought through Christ’s death. 
Christ “delivered all them who through fear of death were all their lifetime 
subject to bondage.” Jesus died so that His death might become a sin offer-
ing for all men. Forgiveness is ours through the blood of Jesus (Romans 5:9; 
1 John 1:7; Revelation 1:5). And, just as importantly, Christ’s resurrection 
removed, for the believer, fear of death because He believes Jesus’ promise: 
“Oh death, where is thy victory? O death, where is thy sting? The sting of 
death is sin, and the power of sin is the law: but thanks be to God, who giv-
eth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:55-57).


