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He Led Moses Through The Wilderness
Exodus 3:1-4:17; 12:31-20:26; 32:1-33:23

Introduction
• We have studied how Abraham was a man of great faith and whom God 

called His “friend” (Isaiah 41:8). We now turn our attention to Moses, a 
sixth generation descendant of Abraham. Before Isaac was born, God 
revealed to Abraham that his descendants would be strangers and 
afflicted in a land that was not their own. God would free them from 
oppression and would judge (punish) those who had mistreated them 
(Genesis 15:13-14). That prophecy came to pass and Moses was God’s 
instrument through which both Israelite liberty and punishment of the 
Egyptians was wrought. As Abraham was called “God’s friend,” Moses 
was fittingly called “Moses, my servant” (Joshua 1:2, 7).

• It is likely that Joseph had little realization of what would eventually 
happen to his family who came into Egypt at his urging. So long as 
Joseph lived, the Israelites were a respected people but that changed 
when Joseph died. The center of power changed in Egypt: “There arose 
another king in Egypt who knew not Joseph” (Exodus 1:8) and because 
Israelites were rapidly multiplying, they were viewed as a national 
threat. So through various means, hard work, enslavement, and an 
edict that all Israelites were to kill their male children, Egyptian 
authorities sought to control Israel’s rapid growth. During this time 
Moses was born and the king commanded that all male children were to 
be “cast into the river” (Exodus 1:22).

• Moses’ parents were Amram and Jochebed (Exodus 6:20); both were of 
the tribe of Levi. Levi was Amram’s grandfather and Moses, being his 
great-grandson, would be the fourth generation to dwell in Egypt, the 
generation destined to be delivered from Egyptian oppression (Genesis 
15:15-16). In order to avoid the king’s edict to drown their son, Moses’ 
parents made a little ark and put him in the water, apparently familiar 
with the bathing habits of Pharaoh’s daughter. When she saw the little 
ark and Moses in it, she perceived Moses was an Israelite and her 
sympathy was aroused. She took him as her son and called him “Moses” 
because she “drew him from the water” (Exodus 2:10). Through God’s 
providence Moses’ own mother nurtured and, without doubt, instructed 
him of his origins.

• Little is known of the time Moses spent in the house of Pharaoh’s 
daughter. Two Jewish historians (Philo and Josephus) give many details 



of his life, but how much of their material was true or fanciful cannot be 
determined. The Holy Spirit caused Stephen to say, “And Moses was 
instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians and he was mighty in his 
words and works” (Acts 7:22). Oral tradition explains that these “mighty 
works” of Moses included his defeating the Ethiopians as an Egyptian 
general.

• Although Moses was brought up as a son of Pharaoh’s daughter, he was 
fully conscious of his national origin. He knew his parents, and that 
Aaron and Miriam were his brother and sister. In whatever situations he 
might have served as an adopted Egyptian, they were secondary to his 
loyalty to his own people and to his faith in God. “By faith Moses, when 
he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 
choosing rather to share ill treatment with the people of God, than to 
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season” (Hebrews 11:24-25). When he 
was 40 years old “it came into his heart to visit his brethren the children 
of Israel” (Acts 7:23). It was at this time he killed an Egyptian who was 
oppressing an Israelite and “he supposed that his brethren understood 
that God by his hand was giving them deliverance, but they understood 
not” (Acts 7:25). Because his deed became known to Pharaoh, Moses 
had to flee in Midian to escape the king’s wrath (Exodus 2:15).

• Moses lived a quiet, nomadic life in Midian. He married there and had 
two sons, giving them names which expressed his faith in God. His 
firstborn son was named Gershom “for he said, I have been an alien in a 
strange land,” and he named his second son Eliezer for “the God of my 
father … was mine help” (Exodus 18:2-3). Whatever purpose Moses may 
have had to be a deliverer to his people when he had to flee Egypt 
seems to have been abandoned, yet God had not altered His purpose for 
the work He intended Moses to do. When Moses was 80 years old God 
revealed to him what his work and role would be. The remaining 40 
years of Moses’ life were spent as God’s servant: “faithful in all his 
house as a servant …” (Hebrews 3:5).

Faithful To Be God’s Leader Of Israel
• At the burning bush God told Moses that He was the “God of Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob” and commanded him to return to Egypt, charging 
Pharaoh to “let my people go that they may serve me” (Exodus 3:10). 
Moses was reluctant, offering all kinds of excuses: “God should send 
someone else” (Exodus 4:13); He was not an able speaker (Exodus 
4:10); Israel would not believe him (Exodus 4:1); Pharaoh would not 
agree to allow Israel to go (Exodus 6:12).

• God accepted none of Moses’ excuses and finally he yielded to God’s 
command. He never looked away from his task once he committed 
himself to serve. His task brought him confrontation with Pharaoh, and 



rebellion and rejection by his people; but he was successful because he 
secured Israel’s deliverance from Egypt.

• He was faithful to God and God never failed to supply Moses with 
everything he needed to accomplish the work God assigned him.

Faithful To Reveal God’s Law
• Many were the great milestones during his time. Moses, by God’s 

instructions, led Israel to safety in the wilderness. The death of the 
Egyptians’ firstborn, the preservation of Israel during the tenth plague, 
and institution of the Passover fulfilled God’s promise to Abraham “that 
nation will I judge” (Genesis 15:13-14). The joyful song of deliverance 
sung on the other side of the miraculous crossing of the Red Sea would 
be told and retold through succeeding generations.

• More than 2,000,000 Israelites were to be overseen by Moses and laws 
were needed to regulate them as a nation. God supplied that law, giving 
them the grand principles in the Ten Commandments, then amplifying it 
by the various details found in Exodus and Leviticus. God revealed His 
will to Moses and Moses revealed that law to Israel. “The law came 
through Moses …” (John 1:17). Moses depended upon God to give the 
specifics, and with one exception, did exactly what God commanded him 
(cf. Numbers 20:7-11).

Faithful To Build The Tabernacle
• Not only did Israel need laws to govern herself, she needed a lawful way 

to offer service to God, and to obtain forgiveness when she sinned. God 
supplied these latter needs as well. Carefully, in detail, God instructed 
Moses in how the tabernacle was to be constructed and of what 
material.

• He detailed the furnishings to be in that tabernacle. He directed the 
functions of both the common and high priest, specifying what they 
should do and wear. He warned Moses, “See that thou make all things 
according to the pattern which was shown thee in the mount” (Exodus 
25:4). Moses kept God’s word. “Thus did Moses, according to all that the 
Lord commanded him, so did he” (Exodus 40:16).

Faithful Despite Disappointment
• Moses experienced many trials and disappointments. His nation charged 

him with partiality; his brother led the nation to make and worship a 
golden calf (Exodus 32:1-4); both Miriam and Aaron criticized Moses for 
his wife (Numbers 12:1-2) and whenever anything went wrong in their 
travels, Moses was the one first blamed. These disappointments were 
great, but without doubt Moses’ greatest disappointment was a loss for 



which he was responsible. God would not allow Moses to lead Israel into 
Canaan.

• God’s refusal came because Moses did not follow God’s instructions to 
bring forth water from a rock. Instead of speaking to the rock (as God 
commanded), he spoke to and struck the rock and said, “Hear now, ye 
rebels, must we bring forth water from this rock?” (Numbers 20:10).

• Because of his failure to follow God’s instructions, and by taking honor 
to himself, the longing he had cherished for many, many years was 
denied him. God said, “Ye shall not bring this congregation into the land 
which I have given them” (Numbers 20:12).

Conclusion
• We must obey God always and in all things. The danger of not doing so 

is demonstrated in the loss Moses suffered because he failed to do so.
• Remember this important lesson -- when Moses obeyed God’s 

directions, he was blessed; when he disobeyed God, he suffered a great 
loss. May such not happen to us!


