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“Lamb Of God”
John 1:29

The first hint of animal sacrifice was Genesis 4:4, when Abel “brought of the firstlings of 
his flock and of the fat thereof.” From that point, several instances in Genesis introduce 
readers of the Old Testament to God’s sacrificial system, which was a universal law of 
human existence. The sacrifice of a lamb as an atonement for sin appears frequently in 
the Old Testament, beginning with Abraham in Genesis 22:2-8. In Leviticus 14:10-25, a 
lamb was prescribed as a guilt offering. Moreover, the people of Israel were familiar with 
lambs for the sacrifices. At Passover, each family had to have a lamb, and during the 
year, two lambs a day were sacrificed at the temple altar, plus all the other lambs 
brought for personal sacrifices. Those lambs were brought by people to people, but in 
John 1, we are introduced to God’s Lamb, given by God to humankind. Those lambs 
could not take away sin (Hebrews 10:1-4), but the Lamb of God can take away sin. 
Those lambs were for Israel alone, but this Lamb would be for the whole world.

The chronological layout of John 1 is indicated by the reference to successive days: the 
first day, when the delegation from Jerusalem questioned John (1:19-28); the 
“next” (second) day, when John saw Jesus approaching (1:29-34); the “next” (third) day, 
when John pointed out Jesus to his disciples and when they visited him (1:35-42); and 
the “next” (fourth) day, when Jesus “would go forth into Galilee” (1:43-50).

This is the second day of the week that the apostle John recorded, and no doubt some 
of the same members were present to hear John the Baptist’s message. This time, he 
called Jesus “the Lamb of God,” a title he would repeat the next day (John 1:35-36). In 
one sense, the message of the Bible can be summed up in this title. The question in the 
Old Testament is, “Where is the lamb?” (Genesis 22:7). In the four gospels, the 
emphasis is “Behold the Lamb of God!” Here He is!

After John’s interrogation by the priests, Levites, and Pharisees, the evangelist tells us, 
“The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world.” John does not record, as the Synoptic gospels 
do, the baptism of Jesus by John. However, the coming of Jesus mentioned in this 
verse was not His coming for baptism, because, as 1:32-33 implies, John had already 
witnessed the descent of the Spirit on Jesus when he had baptized Him. John already 
knew who Jesus was, and therefore testified to those around that He was the Lamb of 
God.

The witness of John the Baptist was positive as well as negative and focused on Jesus 
rather than on himself. Verses 29-34 contain his presentation of the person of Jesus. 
Two aspects stand out in the titles by which he introduced Jesus. “The Lamb of God” 
reflects the sacrificial character of Christ’s mission, which most likely alludes to Isaiah 
53:7 — the first time the Messiah was identified with a lamb (cp. v. 36; Acts 8:32; 1 
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Peter 1:19). The title “Lamb of God” in John 1:29 therefore refers to the atoning work of 
Christ, who by one final sacrifice of Himself removed the consequences of our sins and 
opened the way to God (Hebrews 10:19-20).

The reference to Jesus as “the Lamb of God” uses the word amnos for “lamb,” which 
gives the idea of innocence and mildness. It emphasizes His unprotesting suffering. It is 
one of only four references in the New Testament that do so (John 1:29, 36; Acts 8:32; 1 
Peter 1:19). Amnos is found 101 times in the LXX, of which 82 are references to 
sacrificial lambs. The two uses of amnos in the New Testament outside of John are 
clear references to Jesus, who died as a sacrificial lamb by which He atoned for the sins 
of the world: one speaks of Jesus as the servant of the Lord, who “… was led as a 
sheep to the slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his 
mouth” (Acts 8:32); the other refers to “the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot” (1 Peter 1:19).

In 1:29 Jesus is the one who takes away the sin of “the world”. There are two other 
places in John where Jesus’ significance for “the world” is implied. In 3:16-17 God’s love 
leads Him to give His only Son for “the world” so that those who believe might have 
eternal life, and in 4:42 the Samaritans come to recognize that Jesus really is “the 
Savior of the world,” not just of the Jewish people. The apostle Paul writes of the 
demonstration of God’s love through Jesus Christ which affected the world’s atonement 
or reconciliation (Romans 5:6-11; cp. Romans 11:15; 2 Corinthians 5:18-19).

All that this sacrifice foreshadowed was perfectly fulfilled in the sacrifice of Christ. In one 
Greek word in John 19:30, Christ summed up all of His work. “Finished” means “to 
perform the last act which completes a process” (2 Timothy 4:7). In the word “finished” 
was all that prophecy had foretold and type foreshadowed (Luke 18:31). “Finished” was 
the work that His Father had given Him to do. There was nothing overlooked. Every 
detail was attended to. Truly the words, “It is finished,” can be placed over every part of 
Jesus’ life. When Jesus died on the cross for our sins, not one sin was missed and 
nothing was left out, even for those who lived under the Old Covenant (Hebrews 9:15).

Two terms are used in regard to curing sin. First, deliverance and release from the 
enslavement of sin is called redemption. The word includes both the idea of deliverance 
and the price of that deliverance (Romans 3:24; Galatians 3:13; 1 Peter 1:18-19). 
Second, forgiveness means pardon for a fault or offense (Acts 5:31; 13:38; 26:18). The 
term “blotted out” is synonymous with forgiveness (Nehemiah 4:5; Psalm 51:1, 9; Isaiah 
43:25; 44:22; Jeremiah 18:23; Acts 3:19). How much more encouragement do we need 
than the knowledge that Jesus has taken care of every sin as far as time is concerned 
and taken care of every sin as far as type is concerned (1 John 1:6-10)?

Jesus did not die in a weary defeat, but He cried “It is finished” as One who shouts for 
joy because the victory is won. The hardships, persecutions, mockeries, and pains in 
the garden and the cross were over, and the doors to the kingdom of God were opened 
for all who believe in Christ. The final place in the New Testament that refers to Jesus as 
a lamb is in Revelation (5:6-13; 6:1-3, 5, 7; 21:22-23; 22:1, 3), although it employs this 
title as a triumphal title, memorializing the completion of Christ’s sacrificial work. After 
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you have believed and obeyed Him, you sing with the heavenly choir, “Worthy is the 
Lamb” (Revelation 5:12)! He is worthy for you to dedicate your life to Him in His humble 
service (cp. Philippians 2:17; 4:18).
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