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Prepare To Share
Acts 9:10-17

While the word “evangelism” does not occur in the Bible, it is woven into the very fabric 
of scripture. Every Christian should have the mind of Christ (Philippians 2:5), and when 
He said, “I must preach the kingdom of God to other cities also: for therefore am I 
sent” (Luke 4:43), I need to possess His zeal. Saul casts an understandably large 
shadow in the three accounts of his conversion (Acts 9, 22, 26), but there is benefit from 
studying the role Ananias played in Saul’s conversion to Christ.

The account in Acts 9 gives us the most detail about what God told Ananias when He 
sent him to Saul (Acts 9:10-17). While Saul was praying and fasting, God spoke in a 
vision to Ananias, “a devout man according to the law, having a good report of all the 
Jews which dwelt there” (Acts 22:12), commanding him to seek out Saul, lay hands on 
him to restore his sight, and tell him what he must do (Acts 9:6). Ananias was reluctant 
for the history of Saul and his very purpose in coming to Damascus was known to 
Ananias. But God had chosen Saul to be His apostle to the Gentiles and He 
commanded Ananias, “Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name 
before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: For I will shew him how great 
things he must suffer for my name’s sake” (Acts 9:15-16). God had chosen Saul from 
his mother’s womb to be His apostle to the Gentiles, and for one to be an apostle, he 
must have witnessed the resurrected Christ (1 Corinthians 9:1; Galatians 1:15-16; 
Ephesians 3:8), which he did on the road to Damascus and was thereafter blinded until 
he came in contact with Ananias.

Since Ananias was a disciple of Christ and disciples follow those of whom they are 
disciples, despite his misgivings, he obeyed the Lord. Luke records that he told Saul, 
“Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou 
camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy 
Ghost” (Acts 9:17), and “Brother Saul, receive thy sight … The God of our fathers hath 
chosen thee, that thou shouldest know his will, and see that Just One, and shouldest 
hear the voice of his mouth. For thou shalt be his witness unto all men of what thou hast 
seen and heard. And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy 
sins, calling on the name of the Lord” (Acts 22:13-16). Immediately Saul (who is referred 
to as Paul after Acts 13:9) obeyed and through that obedience became a zealous 
disciple of Jesus.

Peter said, “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an 
answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness 
and fear” (1 Peter 3:15). “Answer” is from apologia from which we transliterate 
“apologetics.” It means offering reasons in support of your position (Acts 22:1; 25:16; 1 
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Corinthians 9:3; 2 Corinthians 7:11; Philippians 1:7, 17; 2 Timothy 4:18; 1 Peter 3:15). In 
a biblical context, of course, this is the art of offering rational grounds and evidence in 
support of a worldview defined by the gospel. For example, Paul’s Areopagus sermon in 
Acts 17 is a classic example of biblical apologetics. First, Paul spoke to his listeners on 
their own ground, starting on their own terms (vv. 22-23). Second, he presented the 
position of truth (vv. 24-27). Third, he supported his argument in a culturally appropriate 
way (v. 28). He quoted from two secular writers, first from the Cretan poet Epimenides, 
and secondly from the Cilician poet Aratus. Fourth, he concluded his argument and 
called for a response (vv. 29-31). Paul proved the existence of a supreme God in a 
rational, logical way. This approach resulted in Dionysius the Areopagite, Damaris, and 
others believing in Christ.

Ananias was prepared because God spoke to him and told him what to tell Saul. In a 
similar way, we need to prepare to share the good news through several methods.

The first method is studying. The scriptures furnish “all things that pertain unto life and 
godliness” (2 Peter 1:3), so we do not have to wait on revelation from the Holy Spirit. 
The Bible is our single most important source of instruction that relates to man’s 
deepest need (Psalm 119:5, 12, 33, 66, 98-100, 104, 124, 128, 130, 135, 169; Isaiah 
42:16; 58:11). The scriptures are designed so that we can live soberly, righteously, and 
godly (Titus 2:12). How does the Bible accomplish this task? First, it describes sin for us 
(Roman 1:29-31; 1 Corinthians 6:9-10; Galatians 5:19-21; 1 Timothy 1:8-10; Revelation 
21:8). Second, it describes righteousness for us (Matthew 28:19-20; Romans 13:13-14; 
Galatians 5:22-23; 6:10; James 1:27). The Bible does not leave us to figure out how to 
be saved. Both Jesus and the apostles reveal how God wants us to respond to Him 
(John 6:44-45; Ephesians 1:13; John 8:24; Hebrews 11:6; Luke 13:3, 5; Acts 17:30; 
Matthew 10:32; Romans 10:10; Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38). It is up to the Christian to be 
familiar with the important concepts in the scriptures that relate to salvation so that they 
can be effectively communicated to anyone with whom we come in contact.

The second method is listening. It is good for churches to have classes on how to teach 
the gospel to others (James 1:19). Classes should concentrate on teaching material and 
approaches (including false doctrines), and being able to handle objections/excuses 
and pressing for decisions to obey the gospel (2 Corinthians 5:11). This needs to be 
done because a big component of success in evangelizing is breaking out of a “comfort 
zone” and learning how to talk to people about spiritual subjects.

The third method is watching. Jesus sent His disciples “two and two” ahead of Him as 
He traveled to Jerusalem (Luke 10:1). Not only are two good because they have an 
increased reward for their labor (Ecclesiastes 4:9), they can also serve the purpose of 
the more experienced one training and showing the lesser experienced one how to 
convey the necessity of obeying the gospel.

The fourth method is doing. This is the hardest of all the steps. After all of the studying, 
listening, and watching, it is time to go out and do. Acts 8:4 says, “Therefore they that 
were scattered abroad went every where preaching the word.” The next verse says that 
Philip went to Samaria and preached Christ to them. Entering the kingdom of Heaven is 
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reserved for those who do the Father’s will (Matthew 7:21), making the sharing of the 
truth necessary for all Christians. All of the preparation and instruction that God 
provided to Ananias would have been useless if he was not willing to risk rejection, 
ridicule, and possibly his own life to go and teach Saul.

While many think of evangelism as a New Testament phenomena, profound concern for 
all people is also obvious in the Old Testament (1 Kings 8:41-45). God’s care for the first 
couple after they sinned, His plan to “bless” all people through the Israelite nation, and 
His continued attempts through the prophets and through discipline to make His people 
into a usable nation all speak of His concern. He is “not willing that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). Now in the New Testament, each 
disciple should have an attitude of sharing with others and work hard toward that goal. 
Ananias was given instructions and was told to go — and he did. We have been given 
instructions. Will we prepare ourselves and go? “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of 
life; and he that winneth souls is wise” (Proverbs 11:30).
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