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Grow In God’s Word: The Parable Of The Soils
Matthew 13:1-23

TELLING IT

The parable of the seed is the first of seven parables in Matthew 13 that 
describes the kingdom of heaven. This parable is found in all the synoptic 
gospels (cf. Mark 4:1-20; Luke 8:4-15).

The word “parable” comes from the word parabole and literally “denotes a 
placing beside” (W.E. Vine, Expository Dictionary of N.T. Words, Vol. III, p. 
158). Jesus drew from common, ordinary things to teach lessons of things 
not known and, although it was prophesied that He would teach in parables 
(Matthew 13:35); when He did so, His disciples marveled, asking, “Why 
speakest thou unto them in parables?” (Matthew 13:10). Jesus responded, 
“Therefore speak I to them in parables; because seeing they see not, and 
hearing they hear not, neither do they understand” (Matthew 13:13). The 
object of speaking in parables was to allow those who really wished to 
understand to perceive. To hearts closed by unbelief or prejudice, the 
parable was just an interesting story.

Jesus’ parable of the seed was of a sower who went forth to sow, sowing his 
seed by the “broadcast method,” scattering it in all directions before him. By 
sowing this way the seed fell into four different types of ground. There was 
the wayside soil into which seed fell; birds came and devoured this seed 
before it germinated. There was the stony ground. Seed in this soil sprang 
up quickly, but because there was no depth to it, the sun parched the seed. 
Some seed fell among the weeds and thorns. Seed in this soil germinated 
but was unproductive because weeds choked the life from the plant. Finally, 
there was the good soil. Seed falling into this ground yielded fruit, “some a 
hundred fold, some sixty, some thirty” (Matthew 13:8) At the disciples’ 
request, Jesus explained this parable. The parable, and its explanation, 
emphasizes three “S’s.”

The first “S” is the sower. Very little is said of him except to say, “Behold, the 
sower went forth to sow” (Matthew 13:3). Actually, the focus of this parable 
is not the sower but the soils. The second “S” is the seed. According to Luke, 
“The parable is this, the seed is the word of God” (Luke 8:11). The third “S” 
is the soil. The soil in the parable is the heart (Matthew 13:19; Luke 8:15). 



The parable closes with a proverbial expression, implying that it was every 
person’s duty to pay attention to what was spoken.

APPLYING IT

The sower may be a preacher, Bible class teacher, a wife or husband, a 
parent, friend, or just an acquaintance. Seed will never germinate without a 
sower and we must never forget the important role sowers play in bringing 
others to Christ. Sometime our efforts may be actually teaching the word; at 
other times we may sow by godly example (Matthew 5:13-16).

There is power in the word for “The word of God is living, and active, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword” (Hebrews 4:12). The gospel is powerful; 
it is God’s begetting power (Romans 1:16; 1 Corinthians 4:15; 1 Peter 
1:23-24). The word has powerfully changed the lives of a myriad of people.

The wayside soil is the heart hardened by sin so that the seed does not 
penetrate it (Hebrews 3:13). The “birds” which devoured the seed in this soil 
before it was really even understood represent the devil (Luke 8:12) or 
Satan (Mark 4:15). The whole world lies in His power (1 John 5:19).

The seed sown on stony ground is the heart which quickly responds to the 
gospel, making a commitment before counting the cost (Luke 14:28). 
Inevitably, trials and tribulations come to every believer, but to this believer, 
they prove to be more than he can bear and he falls away. Thin soil produces 
superficial commitment. They looked like genuine disciples, but they got so 
deeply involved in the pursuits of this world that there was neither time nor 
energy to let the message produce a crop. Unless truth takes deep root in 
the human heart it will be recanted as soon as it meets any opposition.

The weedy soil is the type of heart which receives the word but there are too 
many distractions and temptations. Cares, riches, pleasures, and the lusts of 
the world unite in displacing Christ from the first place He demands. He 
loses all sense of priorities (Matthew 6:33). “Deceitfulness” suggests that 
one may not be aware of the choking that is going on.

Finally, there is the good soil. This is the honest and good heart into which, 
when the word falls, it finds speedy reception. Fruit results, although not in 
the same proportion: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. These 
variations in yield results because of the different capabilities of men. But, 
whether a hundredfold, sixty, or thirty, the Master is pleased with the results 
of the honest and good heart. Each person is one of the soils Jesus 
mentioned in His parable about the seed. We should be concerned that we 
are the soil of an honest and good heart.



REMEMBERING IT

1. Why did Jesus use this type of teaching?

2. What does it really mean to understand a message?

3. How can a person change their soil?

4. What does a “good and honest” heart mean?

5. How can you reach a “wayside” heart? A “stony” heart? A “weedy” heart?


