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Lesson Three — Wednesday, June 17, 2015
Fish With Power
Acts 10:1-48

Salvation comes not to men because they may have seen a vision; salvation comes 
through receiving the gospel. James wrote, “Receive with meekness the implanted word 
which is able to save your souls” (James 1:21). Cornelius saw a heavenly vision just as 
Paul, but he was not saved by it. The heavenly messenger told him, “Send to Joppa and 
fetch one Simon surnamed Peter. He shall tell you words whereby thou shalt be saved, 
and thy house” (Acts 11:13-14; cp. 10:5, 32). Faith comes by hearing the word of God 
(Romans 10:17). Whosoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved (Joel 2:28; 
Romans 10:13), but Paul asked, “How shall they call on him in whom they have not 
believed? and how shall they believe in him whom they have not heard? and how shall 
they hear without a preacher? and show shall they preach except they be 
sent?” (Romans 10:14-15). God could have told Cornelius what He wanted him to do, 
but He interestingly did not. That message was to come from Peter. God could have told 
Paul what he had to do to be saved, but He interestingly did not. That message came 
from Ananias. God sent men into all the world to preach the gospel. They must preach 
that message and men must hear and believe that message before they can be saved.

For the first time the gospel was preached to the Gentiles and Peter concluded, “To him 
give all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever believeth in him shall 
receive remission of sins” (Acts 10:43). Cornelius and his household were commanded 
to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, which they did (Acts 10:48). Paul’s words in 
Romans 1:16 were demonstrated in Cornelius: “I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is 
the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth, to the Jew first and also to 
the Greek.”

The power of the gospel is demonstrated in the fact that it was extensively used by the 
apostles. In four places in Acts, Paul “reasoned” (17:2; 18:4, 19; 24:25). This word is 
also translated as “disputed/disputing” (Mark 9:34; Acts 17:17; 19:8; 24:12; Jude 9) and 
“preached/preaching” (Acts 20:7, 9). Paul customarily reasoned on Sabbath days in the 
synagogues to both Jews and Gentiles (Acts 17:2, 17; 18:4, 19; 19:8, 9; 24:12, 25). In 
these contexts “reason” is carried out primarily through preaching and teaching, often 
drawing arguments from the scriptures. Such reasoning apparently could go on for quite 
some time with Paul. If we are to emulate Paul’s preaching and teaching, we must do 
much more than just talk. “Reason” involves preaching and teaching that harnesses 
reason and logic into a defensive and positive exposition of God’s word to persuade and 
edify. Today’s “preachers” appeal to emotions to produce repentance and obedience, 
but inspired men in the New Testament convinced honest hearts to respond to the 
“foolishness of preaching” (1 Corinthians 1:21). Due to the power of the gospel, lives 
were changed (1 Corinthians 6:9-11).
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How does this power work? Jesus, when speaking to Nicodemus, said, “Verily, verily, I 
say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” and 
“Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God” (John 3:3, 5). What did Jesus mean when He 
described the new birth as “of the Spirit”? The new birth is also described as “by the 
word of God” in 1 Peter 1:23. Reconciling these two, we are born of the Spirit when we 
respond to the word. The Holy Spirit converts men, but He can only do it through the 
use of His sword, which is the word of God (Ephesians 6:17).

When the word is preached, the Spirit is doing His work of convicting the world (John 
16:8). Consider the events on the day of Pentecost. First, the Spirit enabled them to 
speak in different languages and Peter preached Christ (Acts 2:4, 22-24, 36). Second, 
people in the audience were convicted of their sins (Acts 2:37). Third, they were 
encouraged to repent and be baptized (Acts 2:38-39). Fourth, they received the word 
gladly and were baptized (Acts 2:40-41). Therefore, the Spirit convicts the world through 
His revealed and confirmed word whenever it is preached; those with honest hearts will 
bear the proper fruit (Luke 8:15).

When Cornelius was baptized, the word was obeyed. In their baptism, they experienced 
a “washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost” (Titus 3:5-7). Thus they 
were born again (regenerated) not of water only, but of water and the Spirit (John 3:5). 
The word is able to save and purify us (James 1:21; 1 Peter 1:22) and we are begotten 
by the gospel (1 Corinthians 4:15; James 1:18).

The begetting is necessary to birth. Although only the woman is necessary to be present 
at the actual birth, the baby is of both man and woman. In the same way, a spiritual birth 
is not of water only, but is of both water and Spirit. This is also seen by comparing John 
3:5, Ephesians 5:26, and Titus 3:5. John 3:5 mentions being “born of water” and “born 
of the Spirit” with the result being “enter the kingdom of God.” Ephesians 5:26 mentions 
the “washing of water” and “by the word” with the result being “sanctify and cleanse.” 
Titus 3:5 mentions “washing of regeneration” and “renewing of the Holy Ghost” with the 
result being “saved us.” All three passages are parallel to one another. All three 
passages explain the salvation we have in Christ in slightly different terms. All three 
passages combine to show how the Holy Spirit presently works in mankind’s salvation. 
All three passages show that baptism is necessary to entering the kingdom, being 
sanctified and cleansed, and being saved.

By what process were the Corinthians “washed,” “sanctified,” and “justified” (1 
Corinthians 6:11)? Paul said “by the Spirit of our Lord.” How did this happen? Acts 18:8 
says the Corinthians heard the word, believed it, and then were baptized. Therefore, 
conversion is accomplished by the Holy Spirit through the power of the gospel (1 
Corinthians 12:13).

We cannot know that we are sons of God unless God tells us. Paul wrote in Romans 
8:16, “The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God.” 
Paul is speaking to Christians. He is not telling them how to become children of God, 
but how to continue as His children. The one who grows in righteousness and 
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diminishes in sin can know that he is God’s child (2 Peter 1:5-11; 1 John 2:29; 3:9). 
Through the word, the Holy Spirit is bearing witness that we are God’s redeemed ones.

This fact necessarily involves the issue of how we become children of God. If we have 
not first become His children, the Holy Spirit cannot later testify that we are His children.
Those who seek additional experiences underestimate the importance of God’s word. 
The word has power to produce faith (Romans 10:17); we can see the power of the 
word by its use and by people’s reaction to it. God spoke to the Sadducees through His 
word (Matthew 22:31). The centurion understood the power of the word (Matthew 
8:5-10). The rich man underestimated the value of the word, while Abraham understood 
its power (Luke 16:27-31). We are “called” by the gospel (2 Thessalonians 2:14). 
Sinners are drawn by the Father as they are “taught.” Those who have “heard” and 
“learned” come to Christ (John 6:44-45).

Only by fishing with the power of the gospel will converts be produced who are truly 
devoted to Christ’s church. There are many gimmicks around that attempt to attract 
people with earthly, carnal methods. Christians must reject those techniques and be 
satisfied with the standard that God designated.
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