
2012 VBS: “He Leadeth Me”
LOOP 287 CHURCH OF CHRIST
Lesson Three -- Wednesday, July 11, 2012
He Led Daniel And His Friends Through Hardship
Daniel 3:1-30; 6:1-28

Introduction
• We do not know how much time elapsed since the events of chapter 2. 

We do know that Nebuchadnezzar’s heart had not changed one bit. He 
admitted in 2:46-47 that Jehovah God was a great God, but the truth 
really never penetrated his heart. He praised Daniel and Daniel’s God, 
but he did not repent of his arrogance.

• Inspired by the identification with the “head of gold,” Nebuchadnezzar 
made an image of gold. The image probably was overlaid with gold leaf 
(Isaiah 40:19; 41:7; Jeremiah 10:3-4). The height of the statue, 60 
cubits or about 90 feet, is surpassed in the ancient world only by the 
colossus of Rhodes (70 cubits).

A Unique Opportunity
• It is doubtful that the statue represented the king himself as there is no 

evidence that statues of Mesopotamian rulers were ever worshiped 
during the ruler’s lifetime. It is more likely that the statue represented 
Nebuchadnezzar’s patron god, Nebo (or Nabu). Prostration before this 
god would amount to a pledge of allegiance to his viceroy, 
Nebuchadnezzar.

• According to Jeremiah 29:22, the king of Babylon roasted two false 
prophets, Ahab and Zedekiah, in the fire. Therefore, the three Hebrew 
men knew that the king would make good on his threat.

• Nebuchadnezzar confronted the three men with the hearsay evidence, 
giving them a chance to recant if their actions had been treasonous. The 
three men were guilty; they did defy the king’s edict. They would not 
defy, however, their God’s condemnation of idolatry (Exodus 20:4-6).

• Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego loved the Lord more than life itself. 
Ready to lay down their lives for God’s glory, the three refused to plead 
with Nebuchadnezzar to make an exception with them. It is significant 
that they would have no doubt of the power of their God to deliver them 
from the king’s furnace, but they have no right to presume that He will 
do so. The young men recognized that God’s will might be different from 
what they would desire, and they were willing to have it so without 
complaining. They made no excuses to Nebuchadnezzar; they cast 
themselves utterly upon God.

• No mortal could have survived an instant in the huge furnace, but the 
king insisted that it be heated to maximum intensity. Other than the 



ropes that had melted in the intense heat, the fire did not affect the 
men. The author of Hebrews spoke of those who “quenched the violence 
of fire” (11:34; cf. Isaiah 43:1-2; Deuteronomy 4:20).

• The king described the fourth figure as resembling deity. The KJV says 
“Son of God” while other versions say “son of the gods.” In vs. 28, he 
identifies the being as an “angel.” God brought about their deliverance 
by a special emissary who tangibly demonstrated God’s presence with 
them in the trying hour. God had permitted the men to be cast into the 
horrifying furnace, but in so doing He had not permitted them to go 
through it alone.

• Throughout the Old Testament, the angel of the Lord appeared to God’s 
people. The angel appeared to Abraham at Mamre (Genesis 18:1-2), to 
Jacob at the Jabbok (Genesis 32:30; Hosea 12:4), to Moses in the 
burning bush (Exodus 3:2), to Joshua near Jericho (Joshua 5:13-6:5), 
and to Gideon in Ophrah (Judges 6:11).

• Before such an awesome display of God’s power, Nebuchadnezzar could 
only acknowledge his defeat. He referred to God as the “most high God” 
or the chief of the gods. This admission can be likened to the phrase he 
used in 2:47, “God of gods.” In this chapter, God deals “gently” with the 
king’s defiance.

• The young men were promoted and were actually better off for having 
gone through the fiery furnace. The three Hebrew youths cast 
themselves upon the mercy of God. The mercy of God is an expression 
of His kindness in times when man’s perspective is bleak or desperate at 
best (2 Samuel 24:14). In times of greatest need, men and women 
have longed for the great mercy of God (Psalm 25:6; 123:2-3; 
Nehemiah 9:31; Isaiah 33:2; 1 Peter 1:3).

The Lions’ Den
• With the emergence of the Medo-Persian Empire, the need arose to 

organize the far-flung rule. This organization was meant to minimize the 
king’s loss of territory due to uprisings, or in taxation due to graft.

• In obedience to the law of the land Daniel was impeccable. However, his 
first allegiance was to his God. Herein lies the tension. If his godliness 
conflicted with the law of the state, then accusation may arise.

• The unalterable decrees of the Medes and Persians is further testified of 
in Esther 1:19; 8:8. When Daniel received notice of this new law, he 
faced a dilemma. Prayer and fellowship with the Lord had safeguarded 
him from the corrupting influences of Babylonian culture.

• The Bible frequently mentions a roof chamber as a place of prayer (2 
Samuel 18:33; 1 Kings 17:19; 2 Kings 4:10; Acts 1:13; 20:8). Standing 
was the normal posture for prayer, but kneeling was common (1 Kings 
8:54; Ezra 9:5). The windows open toward Jerusalem is a literal 



understanding of Solomon’s prayer recorded in 1 Kings 8:35-36, 41-43, 
48. The temple, which symbolized the presence of God among His 
people, was situated in Jerusalem (Psalm 5:7; 28:2). Prayer three times 
a day during different parts of the day is mentioned in Psalm 42:8; 
55:17; 119:164; 5:3; Acts 10:9, 30.

• The hostile officials waited for Daniel to pray and then burst in on him, 
catching him violating the new decree. They lost no time in reporting 
him to Darius, reminding him that he had forbidden all petitions to 
anyone but himself during the 30-day period.

• Darius’s response was not what the conspirators had expected. Indeed, 
he was greatly distressed, probably realizing that he had been 
manipulated by Daniel’s enemies.  Throughout the day he tried his best 
to save Daniel’s life.

• The lion pit presumably was a subterranean cavern with two entrances 
-- side and top: a ramp for entrance and a hole in the roof by which the 
food would be fed to the lions. A stone sealed off any avenue of escape. 
The sealing by both the king and the nobles rules out any possibility of 
intervention.

• Daniel’s answer to the king’s question proves that Daniel’s God is indeed 
the living God (Deuteronomy 5:26; Psalm 42:2; Jeremiah 10:10).

• Daniel attributes God’s intervention to his innocence. Vs. 23 attributes 
the miracle to trust (Psalm 34:7; 91:9-13; Hebrews 11:32-34). The 
fourth man in the furnace in chapter 3 is like the angel here in chapter 
6. Additionally, just as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out of 
the fire with no smell of fire on them (3:27), so when Daniel comes out 
of the lion’s den, no wound was found on him.

• The enemies of Daniel were the ones disloyal to the crown, for they had 
conspired to deprive the king of his ablest administrator. Accordingly, 
they were pushed into the darkness, caught in midair and devoured by 
the ravenous lions. There is a kind of poetic justice in their punishment. 
It was certainly not because of lack of hunger that the lions did not 
consume Daniel (Proverbs 11:8; 28:10).

• The sense of vss. 26-27 is like the last clause of 3:29 and 4:3. Three 
points stand out in these verses: (1) Daniel’s God is alive and shows it 
by the way He acts in history, responding to the requirements of justice 
and the needs of His people; (2) God’s rule is eternal (unlike the 
empires built by mortals); and, (3) God miraculously delivers His 
people, with wonders in heaven and on earth.

Conclusion
• God is with us. He loves His creation and He wants to bless them 

(James 4:5). Both accounts tell us that while empires rise and kings 
come and go, the one stable fact in the midst of all this change is Daniel 



himself -- the man of God who does justice, loves kindness and walks 
humbly with his God (Micah 6:8).

• Chapter 6 ends on a positive note, highlighting Daniel’s continuing 
usefulness in royal service throughout the rest of the reign of Darius and 
in the reign of Cyrus (1:21). After the events of this chapter, Daniel 
apparently retired from public service and gave himself to the study of 
the scriptures and to prayer. He received the revelations of chapters 
10-12 in the third year of Cyrus (cf. 10:1).


