
An Overview Of The Bible
Leviticus

I. Introduction
A. How many times do people begin to read through the Bible only stop 

in Leviticus? Both Genesis and Exodus produce some of the most 
interesting and exciting accounts in scripture, while the book of 
Leviticus is considered by some as “dull reading.” And yet, to view the 
book in that light is miss the point of the book completely. Obviously, it 
is a book not meant just to be read, but to be studied!
1. Leviticus was written to show Israel how to live as a holy nation in 

fellowship with God.
2. Above all, Israel must be taught the holiness of God. Leviticus 

reveals this in three ways.
a) By showing the seriousness of sin.
b) By emphasizing the importance of the law (the one divinely 

revealed standard for character and conduct).
c) By announcing the penalties for violations of the law (which 

illustrate the inflexibility of divine holiness).
3. Leviticus also insists on Israel’s separation from other nations. The 

laws given in the book are intended to ensure this separation and 
prepare the nation for the fulfilling of its high vocation -- the 
bringing in of the Messiah.

B. Leviticus follows Genesis and Exodus with obvious sequence.
1. In Genesis we see God’s remedy for man’s ruin -- the seed of 

woman.
2. In Exodus we see God’s answer to man’s cry -- the blood of the 

lamb.
3. In Leviticus we see God’s provision for man’s need -- a priest, a 

sacrifice, and an altar.
a) Man could now communicate with God through a priest, have his 

sins rolled forward by a sacrifice, and be reconciled to God at the 
altar.

b) It is fitting that such a message be at the heart of the 
Pentateuch -- and of the gospel too!

II. The Lessons Of Leviticus
A. The sacredness of worship. In our day of “casualness” it is important 

that we be reminded that worship is sacred and serious. Leviticus does 
the reminding!
1. One must be immediately impressed with the details given by God 

concerning worship in the book. These details and minute directions 
surely denote the importance of worship.



2. Furthermore, God’s attitude toward worship is summed up in one 
reoccurring phrase found in 1:9, 13, 17; 2:9; 3:5; 8:21.

3. Chapter 10:1-3 is probably the most familiar section. These two 
men looked upon worship with something less than the attitude 
that God had stressed. While these were the right men, in the right 
office, standing in the right place, and offering worship to the right 
God -- still their worship was rejected. Why?

B. Respect for discipline. There is no reason to think that Aaron had any 
less feeling of joy and parental pride concerning his children than we 
do. You can imagine the love and satisfaction he had in seeing his boys 
follow in his footsteps in the priesthood. It must have been 
heartbreaking to see his sons perish, especially for adding to God’s 
word!
1. But it is here that Aaron stands out as a hero as he showed respect 

for the disciplinary law of God (10:3). He was godly enough not to 
hold his children in such high regard that he would support them in 
wrongdoing.

2. We too need to stand with God upon His word and against all who 
deviate from it, regardless of friendship or kinship.

C. Acknowledging sin. Chapter four shows the importance of following 
God’s plan in taking care of sin. When sin is known, corrective steps 
are to be taken (cf. 4:23, 28).

D. The holiness of the people of God (cf. 19:2; 21:8). God gives detailed 
instructions concerning the holiness which should characterize the high 
priest, the priesthood, and the people.
1. Today, we are the priesthood of God serving under Christ our High 

Priest. We, too, are examples of holiness (2 Corinthians 6:17; 1 
Thessalonians 3:13; 2 Peter 2:9; 1 John 2:15-17).

2. The people who belonged God were to be a “holy people” (Leviticus 
18:3). That is an eternal principle that does not change regardless 
of law or dispensation.

3. A profitable study would be to compare the righteousness 
demanded in Leviticus and the righteousness demanded in the New 
Testament.
a) Respect for parents (19:3; cf. Ephesians 6:1; Colossians 3:20).
b) Sinfulness of idolatry (19:4; cf. 1 Corinthians 10:14; Colossians 

3:5).
c) Performing benevolence (19:9-10; cf. Galatians 6:10; James 

1:27).
d) Sinfulness of stealing (19:11; cf. Ephesians 4:28).
e) Sinfulness of lying (19:11; cf. Colossians 3:9).
f) Sinfulness of respecting persons (19:15; cf. 1 Timothy 5:21; 

James 2:1, 9).



g) Sinfulness of talebearing (19:16; cf. 2 Thessalonians 3:11; 1 
Peter 4:15).

E. Condemnation of immorality and sexual deviation.
1. One would wonder, after reading chapters 18-20, if this were not 

written for our age. There is condemnation of homosexuality and 
bestiality (18:22-23).

2. It is important note that in chapter 20, where God lists the 
penalties for the various acts of immorality, death is the penalty to 
be paid by the adulterer (20:10-12, 14), by the homosexual 
(20:13), and by the deviate who has taken sexual pleasure with the 
beast (20:15-16).

F. Condemnation of the occult.
1. Leviticus speaks to our modern problems as it focuses on the 

“occult.” It will always be true that as the world becomes more and 
more irreligious, there will be continual interest in the occult and 
the mystic.

2. These are instruments of Satan used to direct men away from the 
truth and to cause man to think that his destiny lies in the hands of 
someone other than God (19:26, 31; 20:6, 27).

G. Godliness is rewarded in the form of conditional promises (26:3-13).
1. Blessings in the soil (26:4-5).
2. Peace in the land (26:6).
3. Power to overthrow enemies (26:7-8).
4. Closer fellowship with God (26:12).

H. Principles to guide legislation today.
1. Leviticus contains God’s law on religion and state, capital and labor, 

land-ownership and property rights, marriage and divorce, and 
others. Although some details are now useless, the principles 
behind these laws should guide legislation today.

2. Someone said, “There is not one of these questions on which the 
legislation of Leviticus does not shed a flood of light into which our 
modern lawmakers would do well to come and walk.”

III. The Outline Of Leviticus
A. The book can easily be broken into two sections with chapter 18 

marking the beginning of the second part.
1. The first part deals with non-moral regulations.
2. The second part deals with regulations concerning morals.
3. The first part has to do with worship.
4. The second part has to do with daily practice.
5. The first part relates to the tabernacle.
6. The second part pertains to character and conduct.
7. Part one shows the way to God -- by sacrifice.



8. Part two shows the walk with God -- by sanctification.
9. The first part deals with ceremonial and physical defilement.
10.The second part deals with moral and spiritual defilement.
11.In the first part, purification is provided.
12.In the second part, punishment is to be inflicted.
13.The first part has to do with the people’s cleansing.
14.The second part has to do with the people’s clean living.

B. However, the overall message of the book is fellowship through 
sanctification. This is indicated in the first verse of the first chapter. 
God now speaks “from the tabernacle” in the midst of His people.
1. The ground of fellowship -- sacrifice (1-17).

a) The offerings (1-7).
b) The priesthood (8-10).
c) The people (11-16).
d) The altar (17).

2. The walk of fellowship -- separation (18-27).
a) Regulations concerning the people (18-20).
b) Regulations concerning the priests (21-22).
c) Regulations concerning feasts (23-24).
d) Regulations concerning the land (25-27).

IV. Part One -- The Ground Of Fellowship: Sacrifice
A. The offerings (1-7).

1. There are five kinds of offerings prescribed.
a) The burnt offering.
b) The meal offering.
c) The peace offering.
d) The sin offering.
e) The trespass offering.

2. The first three were voluntary offerings while the last two were 
compulsory. They all seem to be typical of the offering of Christ.
a) The burnt offering typifies Christ offering Himself without spot.
b) The meal offering typifies the perfect manhood of Christ as the 

emphasis was on the life that was offered.
c) The peace offering speaks of restored communion, resulting 

from the perfect sacrifice of Christ.
d) The sin offering typifies Christ as the sin sacrifice (2 Corinthians 

5:21).
e) The trespass offering typifies Christ as the one who is always 

able to forgive all our sins. 



B. The priests (8-10).
1. The point of this section is that if fellowship between the redeemed 

and God is to be maintained, there must not only be a sacrifice, but 
a priest.

2. Besides the taking away of guilt, there must be mediation. Thanks 
be to God that the Lord Jesus is both!
a) The breakdown of the three chapters.

(1) Chapter 8 -- CONSECRATION: the priests set apart for God.
(2) Chapter 9 -- MINISTRATION: the priest start their service.
(3) Chapter 10 -- VIOLATION: Nadab and Abihu offer “strange 

fire.”
b) The breakdown of the consecration of the priests.

(1) Cleansed (8:6), clothed (8:13), consecrated (8:30), and 
charged (8:35).

(2) Vss. 14-30 show the basis of consecration -- sacrifice. Do 
you see any typical teaching here for the New Covenant?

3. The result of consecration (9:23-24). God is pleased.
C. The people (11-16).

1. If there is any section of scripture which tells us that “cleanliness is 
next to godliness,” it is here.

2. God’s people are to be a clean people, both inwardly and outwardly. 
They are to be sanitarily clean and sacrificially cleansed (11:47; 
15:31).

D. The altar (17).
1. There is one place and only one where God agreed to meet the 

sinner, and that was at the door of the tabernacle (17:3-9).
2. Today there is one place (and only one) where God meets the 

sinner, and that is at the cross -- of which the altar at the door of 
the tabernacle was a type.
a) There is no other High Priest and no other altar (Acts 4:12; 

Hebrews 13:10).
b) There was real meaning to the blood sacrifices (17:11). 

Furthermore, the blood had no atoning value unless it was on 
the altar.

V. Part Two -- The Walk Of Fellowship: Separation
A. The people (18-20; cf. 18:1-5).
B. The priests (21-22).

1. If the people as a whole were to be sanctified, how much more the 
priests. 

2. As the tabernacle was a three-fold structure (outer court, holy 
place, and most holy place), so the nation itself was arranged in a 



corresponding three-fold way (the congregation, the priesthood,and 
the high priest).

3. As the three parts of the tabernacle became successively holier, so 
it was to be with the nation. Israel’s sanctification was to reach its 
culmination in the high priest who wore the golden crown inscribed 
with the words, “Holiness to the Lord.”

C. The feasts (23-24).
1. The feast of passover commemorated the sparing of Israel in Egypt 

(23:5-14).
2. The feast of pentecost commemorated the completion of the wheat 

harvest (23:15-22).
3. The blowing of trumpets commemorated the new year (23:23-25).
4. The day of atonement commemorated the atonement for sin by the 

high priest (23:26-32).
5. The feast of tabernacles or booths commemorated the dwelling in 

tents during the wilderness wanderings (23:33-44).
6. Of these, only three were actual feasts in the sense of the word 

(Exodus 23:14-16).
D. The land (25-27).

1. Every seventh year the land was to be rested, and every 49 years 
the land was be rested for two years.

2. Israel would be able to possess the land and prosper as long as she 
remained faithful.

VI. Conclusion
A. The book of Leviticus deals with principles of God that are eternal.

1. Sin, in separating man from God, and the need for forgiveness.
2. The acknowledgment and obedience necessary for forgiveness.
3. The holiness of the people and the priesthood.
4. The wickedness of fleshly sins.
5. The tendency to turn to something or someone other than God as 

the power to aid man.
6. The sure principle that godliness will be rewarded while wickedness 

comes with consequences.
B. All of these are to be found in the third book of scripture and truly 

serve as preparatory teaching for the gospel.


