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Lesson Three — Wednesday, June 15, 2016
“Light Of The World”
John 8:12

Jesus’ statement, “I am the light of the world” certainly fits into the context of John 
8:1-11. Perhaps the sun was then appearing (John 8:2) so that Jesus was comparing 
Himself to the rising sun. But this would mean He was once again claiming to be God, 
for to the Jew, the sun was a symbol of God (Psalm 84:11; Malachi 4:2). There is, for 
our galaxy, only one sun, and it is the center and the source of life. So there is but one 
God who is the center of all and the source of all life. “God is light” (1 John 1:5), and 
wherever the light shines, it reveals humanity’s wickedness.

His claim to be the light of the world recalls 1:4-5: “In him was life; and the life was the 
light of men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.” 
John has combined three “wilderness images”: the manna (John 6), the water from the 
rock (John 7), and the pillar of fire (John 8). Jesus professes to be not only the 
inexhaustible source of spiritual nourishment, but also the genuine light by which truth 
and error can be distinguished and by which spiritual direction can be established.

He presented Himself to them as the Messiah, and therefore as the light of the world. It 
resulted, that only in following Him would a man “not walk in the darkness,” but have the 
light, not of knowledge, but of life. On the other hand, it also followed that all who were 
not within this light were in darkness and in death.

Precisely at what time during Jesus’ visit to Jerusalem this episode took place, John 
does not say. It may have been shortly after the close of the Feast of Tabernacles (7:2, 
37), while Jesus was still in the city. On this occasion we find Christ, first in “the 
treasury” (John 8:20), and then in some unnamed part of the sacred building, in all 
probability one of the porches. Greater freedom could be enjoyed here, since these 
porches, which enclosed the court of the Gentiles, did not actually form part of the 
sanctuary. Discussions might take place, in which as in the treasury, not only the 
Pharisees (John 8:13), but also the people, might submit questions, answer, or agree/
disagree. Again, as regarding the requirements of the present narrative, since the 
porches opened to the court, the Jews could pick up stones to cast at Him (which would 
have been impossible in any part of the sanctuary itself), while finally, Jesus might 
easily pass out of the temple in the crowd that moved through the porches to the outer 
gates (cp. v. 59).

“I am the light of the world” was the second of seven different “I am” sayings in the 
gospel of John (6:35, 48, 51; 8:12; 10:7, 9; 10:11, 14; 11:25; 14:6; 15:1, 5). And not only 
does the claim conjure up ideas of God as the sun and therefore deity as stated above, 
but it also can also be placed against the background of a beloved Jewish practice at 
the Feast of Tabernacles — the candle-lighting ceremonies that took place each night. It 
was to remind the people of the pillar of fire that had guided Israel in its wilderness 
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journey (Exodus 13:21-22). A passage from the Mishnah (Sukkah 5:2-3) describes 
these ceremonies:

At the close of the first Festival-day of the Feast they went down to the 
Court of the Women where they had made a great amendment. There 
were golden candlesticks there with four golden bowls on the top of them 
and four ladders to each candlestick, and four youths of the priestly stock 
and in their hands jars of oil holding 120 logs which they poured into all 
the bowls. They made wicks from the worn-out drawers and girdles of the 
priests and with them they set the candlesticks alight, and there was not a 
courtyard in Jerusalem that did not reflect the light of the Beth ha-
She’ubah (The Water-drawing Festival).

But beyond allusions to the sun or to the great illuminations of the Feast of Tabernacles, 
the claim had its roots in Old Testament prophecies (Isaiah 42:6; 49:6; 51:4) which 
speak of the Servant of the Lord as the light to the nations (Matthew 4:16; Luke 2:32; 
Acts 13:47; 26:23).

Jesus promised, “… he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the 
light of life.” John uses “light” and “dark” often in his writings (1:4-5, 7-9; 3:19-21; 5:35; 
8:12; 9:5; 11:9-10; 12:35-36, 46; 1 John 1:5, 7; 2:8-10); he perhaps used it more than 
any New Testament writer. To “follow” the Lord Jesus means to believe and trust in Him; 
the results are life and light for the believer. Furthermore, those who followed Him by 
accepting His teaching would no longer walk in the darkness of ignorance under the 
power of the evil one (Ephesians 5:8-14; 1 John 5:19). As the apostle Paul said, “Who 
hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom 
of his dear Son” (Colossians 1:13). As life in the darkness culminates in death, life in the 
light of Christ culminates in eternal life. To come to Christ means coming to the One in 
whom is found the life of God, and that life is the light of men.

The Jewish leaders debated with Jesus, accusing Him of bearing witness to Himself by 
claiming to be the “light of the world,” and Jewish courts would not permit a person to 
bear witness to himself. But light has to bear witness to itself. The only people who 
cannot see the light are blind people! Being in total darkness is very uncomfortable, so 
most people seek light — it is like second nature. Paul said in Acts 17:27, “That they 
should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though he be not 
far from every one of us …” Although men grope in the darkness for God, they do not 
have to. Jesus said, “Ye neither know me, nor my Father: if ye had known me, ye should 
have known my Father also” (John 8:19). The unsaved are walking in darkness 
because they love darkness (John 3:17-21). One of the major messages in John’s 
gospel is that the spiritual light is now shining, but people cannot comprehend it — and 
they try to put it out.

As stated previously, light reveals humanity’s wickedness. As truth functions as light and 
therefore shines, it shows where we are deficient and in sin. This opens the door for 
repentance and restoration. Paul wrote, “In meekness instructing those that oppose 
themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the 

�  of �2 3



truth” (2 Timothy 2:25). After describing the attitudes and actions of the wicked man, 
Solomon described the righteous by saying, “But the path of the just is as the shining 
light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day” (Proverbs 4:18). As we “walk in 
the light” (1 John 1:7), we will one day experience the lamb as the light of Heaven itself 
(Revelation 21:23).
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