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I. The Narrative
A. After 40 years in Midian, Moses came to the west side of the desert, 

probably in the early summer, with his father-in-law’s flocks (Acts 
7:23-25, 30).
1. Midian was the son of Abraham by his concubine Keturah (Genesis 

25:2). Abraham sent him and his brothers away to the east, leading 
to the association of the Midianites with the “children of the 
east” (Judges 6:3).

2. The Old Testament mentions the Midianites in widely scattered 
geographical locations, but their main homeland seems to be east 
of the Jordan and south of Edom. Later historians located the land 
of Midian in northwestern Arabia east of the Gulf of Aqaba.

B. The burning bush was probably an acacia bush, which was gnarled and 
thorny and very prominent in the Sinai peninsula.
1. Philo was the first to say that the bush was emblematic of the 

Israelites condition in Egypt -- oppressed by a grinding servitude 
and a bloody persecution, and yet, in spite of the cruel policy that 
was bent on annihilating them, they continued as numerous and 
thriving as ever.

2. However, the Bible leaves the interpretation open. In the text the 
fire is coming from within the bush, not from outside, and it 
represents the Lord who will deliver His people from persecution.

C. Horeb was a general name for the whole mountain range of which 
Sinai was one of the summits (Exodus 3:1; 17:6; 33:6; Psalm 106:19, 
etc.). The modern name of the whole range is Jebel Musa. It is a huge 
granite mountain block with a very spacious plain where the Israelites 
encamped.

D. Shoes are warn mainly as protection from defilement and dust, and 
are hence removed when entering a sanctuary. One who 
communicates with God must put aside the defilement that clings to 
him.

II. The Applications
A. Moses was an amazing man who was full of faith (Hebrews 11:24-28). 

When he was younger, he was confident and impulsive, but now that 
he is older the greatness of the task makes him unsure. He gave God 
many excuses which we need to study.



1. MOSES: He was afraid (Exodus 2:14; 3:6). GOD: He said 
“Go” (Exodus 3:10).
a) The Lord’s commandments are plain (John 15:16; Matthew 

28:18-20). People are shy and uncomfortable when speaking to 
others about religion because they do not know what the Bible 
says or they are afraid of failure. Never be afraid to try! 

b) God told the children of Israel in Isaiah 1:18, “Come now, let us 
reason together.” With study, we can know what we need to 
teach people the gospel (2 Timothy 2:15; 1 Peter 3:15; 
Colossians 4:6).

2. MOSES: He said, “Who me . . . I can’t” (Exodus 3:11). GOD: He 
said, “I’ll help” (Exodus 3:12).
a) Moses was probably the most qualified of all men to lead the 

children of Israel. His unique abilities that God saw would but put 
to the test, however, he was not to fear because God would be 
with him every step of the way.

b) God still promises to be with us (Matthew 28:20; Philippians 
2:12-13). Even though we cannot perform miracles like Moses 
did, do you still have the faith that God is with you (Hebrews 
13:5-6)? Perhaps try to teach a couple of people who may not 
respond and we are ready to give it all up (Romans 1:16).

3. MOSES: He asked, “By what authority” (Exodus 3:13)? GOD: God 
said, “I’ll show them” (Exodus 3:13; 4:2-9).
a) Christians have a critical deficiency in knowing why they believe 

the Bible. A recent poll stated that 93% of all Americans believe 
in God but only 34% believe that the Bible is the reliable word of 
God. Consider how much more plausible creation is compared to 
evolution, even though the scientific community has embraced a 
“theory” that cannot even be proved.

b) Look at all the archeological and textual evidence that we have 
to support the Bible. The New Testament alone is without a 
doubt the best-attested book of the ancient world. We cannot 
hide from unbelief (Hebrews 4:11-13; Luke 24:11). Jesus Christ 
has the authority now (Matthew 28:18; John 1:1, 14; 6:68; 
Philippians 2:9-11; Colossians 1:17).

4. MOSES: He said, “I’m not a good speaker” (Exodus 4:10). GOD: 
God said, “I made you -- Just say what I tell you” (Exodus 
4:11-12).
a) We do not need to be eloquent speakers or have our doctorate 

degrees in order to understand and explain the scriptures to 
someone (Romans 1:15-16; 1 Corinthians 2:1-2).

b) If we were to be in charge of a plan to spread the gospel, we 
would probably pick the most eloquent speaker in the 



brotherhood, the nicest auditorium the church could afford and 
televise it so that the whole world could watch.

c) But God chooses those who are not the most eloquent to do His 
will (2 Corinthians 10:10). All He wants from us is a sincere 
desire to spread the truth (1 Timothy 4:13, 16; 2 Timothy 1:13).

5. MOSES: He said, “Send someone else” (Exodus 4:13). GOD: God 
said, “Take someone with you” (Exodus 4:14-15).
a) Moses requested that his brother go in his place. Is this not the 

attitude we have in the church sometimes?
b) Jesus sent the apostles out in pairs to preach the gospel (Luke 

10:1; cf. Ecclesiastes 4:9-12). Up until this point, God had dealt 
gently with Moses’ conscious weakness. Now, God’s anger 
burned against Moses because he was acting like a child. He was 
offering his Father every excuse in the book (Luke 9:59-62; 
14:18-20).

B. Notice that our excuses today are still the same, but so are God’s 
answers. Moses went on to lead the children of Israel out of bondage. 
He went down in infamy in the book of Hebrews because of His great 
faith. However, his beginnings were just as fraught with anxiousness 
as our own service to God.

III. Thought Questions
A. Do you have any goals for the future of your spiritual life?
B. What good did Moses receive out of getting “put on hold” for 40 years?


