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Obeying The Truth: Becoming Citizens Of Christ’s Kingdom
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Josiah was a citizen of the kingdom of Judah. He was of royal lineage, a di-
rect descendant of David. But Judah was not just an earthly kingdom; it was 
the remnant of the great nation of Israel with whom God had made a cove-
nant with the founder of their race and nation, Abraham. Josiah’s father and 
grandfather had been citizens of that same kingdom, but they were a dis-
grace to their illustrious ancestor, David. Unlike Abraham and David, or even 
Hezekiah, Josiah’s great-grandfather, they had defiled the land with immoral-
ity and idolatry. Josiah was a bright star in his darkened world. Josiah’s fa-
ther, Amon, and his grandfather, Manasseh, had even defiled God’s temple 
by allowing idol altars to be erected there. Josiah was a child of eight years-
old when he began to reign and early in life he sought to correct the evils of 
his father and grandfather. When, at his instructions (2 Kings 22:3-6), re-
pairs were being made to the ancient temple of Jehovah in Jerusalem, the 
book of the law (or, as it was further identified, the book of the covenant) 
was uncovered (2 Kings 22:8; 23:2) and brought to him and read, Josiah 
immediately perceived the perilous state of his nation and repented. He be-
gan to correct, to the extent that he could, the departure from that law into 
which his nation had fallen. And while the change in that nation was more 
outward than inward -- certainly his children (Jehoahaz and Jehoiakim)were 
little affected, judging from their conduct, by his reformation (2 Kings 23:32, 
37), there is no doubting Josiah’s own sincerity and fidelity to God. The sa-
cred historian wrote of him, “And like unto him there was no king before 
him, that turned to the Lord with all his heart, and with all his soul, and with 
all his might, according to all the law of Moses; neither after him arose there 
any like him” (2 Kings 22:25).

There many nations and kingdoms in our present age, yet in truth there are 
but two: the kingdom of God and the kingdom of Satan. Like Josiah of old, 
we must be born into God’s kingdom; but unlike Josiah, that birth is not a 
fleshly one -- it is spiritual. Nicodemus, who was of the same race as Josiah 
(although many centuries spanned between them), was confused by Jesus’ 
words, “Except a man be born anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God” 
(John 3:3). These words perplexed Nicodemus because he not only thought 
he already was a citizen of God’s kingdom, he considered no kind of birth 
except a physical one. Thus he asked, “How can a man be born when he is 
old? can he enter the second time into his mother’s womb, and be born?” 
(John 3:4). Jesus’ answer to Nicodemus not only enlarged upon His earlier 



statement to him, but distinguished between a physical and spiritual birth. 
He said, “Verily, Verily I say unto thee, except a man be born of water and 
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born of 
the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit” (John 3:5-6). 
To be born of the water is to be baptized in water; to be born of the Spirit is 
to believe the word of the gospel for the word is the seed (Luke 8:11), called 
also the incorruptible seed by which we have been begotten again (1 Peter 
1:23) and “law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:2). In essence, 
Mark 16:16 says exactly what Jesus told Nicodemus.

As youthful Josiah, when we have learned God’s will, we should set about 
immediately to obey it. Paul commanded the Ephesians that to be successful 
in withstanding Satan’s evil and snares, they must dress themselves with the 
armor Christ provided to His disciples. Paul wrote, “Stand, therefore, having 
girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteous-
ness, and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace” 
(Ephesians 6:14-15). To gird our loins with truth means we have accepted 
and embraced Christ’s doctrine; to put on the breastplate of righteousness is 
to truly embrace truth by living holy, righteous, and godly lives.

One of the impressive points about sincere people’s reaction to the gospel is 
their immediate acceptance and obedience to it. People on Pentecost, having 
been pricked by Peter’s words “let all the house of Israel know assuredly that 
God hath made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom ye have cruci-
fied” (Acts 2:36), responded by saying to Peter, “Brethren, what shall we 
do?” (Acts 2:37). Peter’s reply, “Repent ye, and be baptized each one of you 
in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins” (Acts 2:38), had 
speedy results: “they then that gladly received his words were baptized and 
there were added unto them that day about 3,000 souls”  (Acts 2:41). When 
Philip was dispatched by an angel “toward the south unto the way that goeth 
down from Jerusalem unto Gaza” (Acts 8:26), he intercepted an Ethiopian 
nobleman reading from the scriptures. Philip joined the eunuch and ex-
plained to him the scriptures from which he was reading, and when they 
came to a certain water, the eunuch asked, “See, here is water, what doth 
hinder me to be baptized?” And so he was, immediately (Acts 8:37-39). Af-
ter Jesus had appeared to Saul on the Damascene road and told him, “Arise, 
Go into the city, and there is shall be told thee what thou must do” (Acts 
9:6), Paul spent three anxious, troubling days praying to God. When God’s 
messenger, Ananias, came to him and told him, “And now, why tarriest 
thou? Arise and be baptized, and wash away thy sins” (Acts 22:16). Imme-
diately he did so. A jailer, having heard from Paul and Silas the gospel of 
Christ, was taken “the same hour of the night and baptized, he and all his 



house” (Acts 16:33). Thus we are urged, “Today, if shall hear his voice, 
harden not your hearts” (Hebrews 4:7).

There are four good reasons for immediately obeying the gospel. First, the 
uncertainty and brevity of life. The wise man said, “Boast not thyself of the 
morrow for who knows what a day may bring forth?” (Proverbs 27:1). The 
truth is we do not have even today! All we can lay claim to is “Now.” No one 
has ever died “tomorrow,” everyone dies “today.” We should act now for to-
morrow may not come. Second, since Jesus said, “He that is not for me is 
against me. He that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad” (Matthew 
12:30), we should hasten to identify ourselves with Him. If we are not work-
ing with Him, we are working against Him. Peter wrote, “The time past of 
our life  may suffice us to have  wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we 
walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine …” (1 Peter 4:3). However 
long we have served Satan is too long!

Third, we should obey Him immediately because we appreciate what He did 
for us. “For the love of Christ constraineth us … he died for all, that they 
should no longer live unto themselves, but unto him who for their sakes died 
and rose again” (2 Corinthians 5:14-15; cf. Psalm 116:12). Finally, we 
should hasten our obedient to Christ because of the worth of our soul. Jesus 
commented on its value when He said, “For what is a man be profited, if he 
shall gain the whole world and lose his own soul?” (Matthew 16:26).


