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Generations come and generations go. At death, parents leave behind their 
possessions to their children. Each child sharing the same parents also share 
in the inheritance. One day Jesus was asked to step in and arbitrate a 
dispute regarding an inheritance. A person in the crowd said to Him, 
“Teacher, bid my brother divide the inheritance with me” (Luke 12:13). 
While the desire to have an inheritance divided among siblings is not sinful 
in itself, Jesus used the occasion to warn of the danger money and 
possessions present to all. While refusing to be the judge between two over 
their inheritance, Jesus warned all, “Take heed and keep yourselves from all 
covetousness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of things 
which he possesseth” (Luke 12:15). 

Covetousness is the strong desire to have something. It raises possessions 
to a dangerous level in our lives, and we must be constantly aware of the 
potential desire in our own hearts. Covetousness is equivalent to idolatry 
(Colossians 3:5), because what we strongly desire can become our “god”. 
We worship or idolize it and do whatever it takes to have it. Having an 
inheritance is legitimate and can help in life, but desiring something so 
strongly that it becomes an obsession can make possessions hazardous and 
harmful in our walk with God. 

Jesus reminded us that life is not comprised of our possessions. Many define 
their life’s worth by how much money or possessions they have. This is the 
lie that money and riches tell us. Since we see money as the necessary 
exchange for acquiring what we want or enjoy, it becomes a powerful force. 
We will use it to obtain the food we like to eat, the houses we live in, the 
vehicles we like to drive, and the movies, concerts, or sporting events we 
enjoy attending. We spend the money and it gives us pleasure and esteem. 
We perceive its value in life and seek to grab hold of it. We allow a simple 
currency to speak the lie that if we acquire it, our life will be meaningful and 
worthwhile. God teaches us that life consists of “knowing” Him and Jesus 
Christ, not “possessing” money or objects. Jesus prayed, “And this is life 
eternal, that they should know thee the only true God, and him whom thou 
didst send, even Jesus Christ” (John 17:3). Paul wanted Timothy to 
encourage the rich to share their riches instead of hoarding them, and 
consequently “lay hold on the life which is life indeed” (I Timothy 6:19). 



Jesus drove home the lesson of obtaining riches by telling a story of a 
wealthy farmer. The story is called a parable because it is teaching a spiritual 
lesson — in this case the foolishness of coveting riches by means of an 
account from physical life. The story is “thrown beside” (para-beside + ball-
to throw) the spiritual reality so people can easily grasp the crucial lesson. 

Jesus said there was a land owner whose land produced abundantly. He had 
to think of how he was to store the abundant crop of grain, for his present 
facilities were not adequate. Within himself he said, “This will I do: I will pull 
down my barns and build greater and there will I bestow my grain and my 
goods” (Luke 12:18). Having sufficient storage, his mind drifted into thinking 
of what kind of life those riches would give him. He said to himself, “Soul, 
thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink 
and be merry” (Luke 12:19). 

Grain does not talk, but the rich farmer recognized its value in life and thus 
allowed it to influence his thinking. Riches which God blessed him with were 
now “my grain and my goods”. Riches have a way of crowding out God in 
our hearts (Deuteronomy 8:17-19). Yet, it is God who formed the soil, 
created the seed, and sent the rain so the grain could grow. The rich man 
was not thinking like a steward who gratefully serves the God who has made 
everything possible, but as one who foolishly saw himself answering to no 
one. Riches also have a way of blinding us of the reality of our limited time 
on earth. The rich man assumed he had “many years” to enjoy his newfound 
riches. What will he do with his time? He will relax, consume, and be happy! 
Again, self indulgence and pleasure is the focus of the rich man. God has no 
room in this man’s mind because he has bought the self-deluded lie of the 
self-sufficiency of riches. 

God sobered the selfish rich farmer with these words: “Thou foolish one, this 
night is thy soul required of thee; and the things which thou hast prepared, 
whose shall they be?” (Luke 12:20). Here is a reality check: We can prepare 
bigger barns to store our riches, but we cannot store time. The rich farmer’s 
future dreams of enjoying his riches ended that night! What then? Another 
reality check: You are going to leave your riches for another — whose will 
they be? The rich man only thought of bigger barns, greater goods, and 
himself. He did not give thought to others having his goods. We come into 
the world naked, and we will likewise leave it empty-handed (I Timothy 6:7). 
Who knows if the one possessing our riches will be wise or foolish; or if they 
will develop or squander it? Solomon says such reality in life illustrates the 
“vanity” of life and presents a “great evil” in that something of such value to 
us can be squandered by others, and we are not in control to govern it 
(Ecclesiastes 2:18-23). The ultimate reality check is that we must all answer 



to God (2 Corinthians 5:10). We are accountable to Him as our Creator and 
Benefactor in life. Riches tend to crowd out this thought in our minds as it 
did the rich farmer. He was selfish and was not rich toward God. 
Covetousness can work on us the same way. Jesus warned against the 
dangers of covetousness! Do not let money and your possessions make you 
the ultimate fool! 

How can we be rich toward God with our money? We can use it in ways in 
which God is glorified. For example, the Corinthians, in sharing their money 
to help needy saints, were providing an opportunity for God to receive 
thanksgiving from the grateful needy who had been helped (2 Corinthians 
9:12). Also in sharing with others, the givers themselves are “increasing the 
fruits” of their “righteousness” before God (2 Corinthians 9:10). Money is a 
means of exchange, and can be transformed into blessings for others to the 
glory of God, and fruits of righteousness before God. Give cheerfully knowing 
God is being glorified in our lives (2 Corinthians 9:7). May our prayer be: 
“Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, and not to covetousness” (Psalm 
119:36). 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. Did Jesus condemn the desire to have an inheritance? 

2. What danger did Jesus warn all about that can be involved in inheritance 
battles? 

3. Life consists of _____________________________________________.  

4. Why is money so valuable to us in life? 

5. What is a parable? 

6. What is the main point of the parable of the rich farmer? 

7. Riches blinded the farmer of what important realities of life? 

8. How can we be rich toward God?


