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Confess -- The Ethiopian Eunuch
Acts 8:26-40

Philip the evangelist first appears in the New Testament when he, along with 
six others, was chosen to make distribution to the widows among Jerusalem 
believers (Acts 6:5). After persecution arose against the Christians, disciples 
were scattered abroad and they went everywhere preaching the word (Acts 
8:14). Philip went to Samaria and as he preached among Samaritans, God 
confirmed his testimony by miracles, which greatly astonished the 
Samaritans and many of them believed and were baptized (Acts 8:12).

Philip was directed by an angel to go toward the south unto the way that 
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza (Acts 8:26). Philip arose and traveled the 
route. After some time a chariot was seen approaching. The rider in that 
chariot was an unnamed eunuch from Ethiopia. He was a man of 
considerable importance: he was treasurer of Queen Candace of that country 
and he had been to Jerusalem to worship. Whether the eunuch was a Jew or 
a proselyte to the Jew’s religion is not known: it is known that he had a 
great devotion to his religion for he had traveled about 1,000 miles to 
worship in Jerusalem. He was a learned man -- he was reading a copy of an 
Old Testament prophet named Isaiah and, as the custom then was, he read 
aloud.

When Philip saw the approaching chariot, the Spirit said, “Go near and join 
thyself to this chariot” (Acts 8:29). Philip did so and he heard the eunuch 
reading and he asked him “Understandest thou what thou readest?” The 
eunuch’s response was, “How can I, except some one should guide 
me” (Acts 8:30-31)? At this point the eunuch asked Philip to come up into 
the chariot and ride along with him.

Philip accepted the invitation and began explaining from the passage the 
Eunuch was reading: “He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and as a lamb 
before his shearer is dumb, so he opened not his mouth. In his humiliation 
his judgment was taken away: His generation who shall declare? For his life 
is taken from the earth” (Acts 8:32-33). The eunuch was puzzled with the 
prophet’s words. Did he speak of himself or of some other (Acts 8:34)?

It could hardly have been accidental the eunuch was reading this particular 
prophecy of the One God would send into the world. Without doubt God’s 



providence opened the way for Philip to preach Jesus to the eunuch. The 
passage from Isaiah 53 was written 700 years before Philip met the eunuch, 
and is one of the most beautiful passages in all the scriptures. The entire 
chapter is devoted to the work of our Savior who came into the world, was 
rejected and crucified by his own people, yet which trials He bore without 
murmur. He was in essence the “Passover Lamb” for the whole human race. 
The chapter likewise intimates the resurrection of this Suffering Servant of 
God.

The historian did not choose to record any thing from Philip’s message, 
saying only that he began “with this passage and preached unto him 
Jesus” (Acts 8:35). The eunuch was an attentive hearer and as they passed 
near a certain water, he said to Philip, “See, here is water, what doth hinder 
me to be baptized” (Acts 8:36-37). Philip responded, “If thou believest with 
all thy heart, thou mayest” (Acts 8:36). The eunuch said, “I believe that 
Jesus is the Son of God” (Acts 8:38). The eunuch’s confession was the same 
that many both before and since him have made. Peter make this confession 
when he said, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 
16:17-18). This confession is called the “good confession” which Timothy 
also made “in the sight of many witnesses” (1 Timothy 6:12). Upon 
confessing his faith that Jesus is God’s Son, the eunuch was baptized  (Acts 
8:38).

Sometimes men consider a “confession” to be a confession of wrongs one 
has done. We must not suppose that confession only means this for a 
“confession” may also  means an acknowledgment of one’s faith in a certain 
truth. It is in this latter sense that the eunuch, Peter, and Timothy 
“confessed.” They acknowledged they believed that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God.

Jesus requires that men both believe and confess their faith in Him as did 
the eunuch. He said, “Except ye believe that I am he, ye shall die in your 
sins” (John 8:24). He also said, “Everyone  who shall confess me before 
men, him will I also confess before my Father who is in heaven,” adding this 
warning: “but whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny 
before my father who is in heaven” (Matthew 10:32-33).

Paul wrote, “… if thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shall 
believe in thy heart that God raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved 
for with the heart man believest unto righteousness and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation” (Romans 10:9-10). Notice that Paul 
wrote first of confessing, then of believing, yet it is evident that faith 
precedes confession. Faith comes first, followed by repentance and 
confession. Since confession comes after one believes, none are saved the 



moment they believe for one makes his confession unto (in the direction of) 
salvation. Faith alone does not save. John wrote, “Nevertheless, even of the 
rulers many believed on him; but because of the Pharisees they did not 
confess it, lest they should be put out of the synagogue for they loved the 
glory that is of men more than the glory that is of God” (John 12:42-43).

Jesus worked many miracles before those of His day to prove He is the Son 
of God. The Holy Spirit caused John to write, “Many other signs and wonders 
therefore did Jesus in the presence of his disciples which are not written in 
this book, but these are written that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God; and that believing, ye may have life in his name” (John 
20:30-31). We have sufficient reason to believe Jesus is the Son of God. We 
must have courage to confess that faith.

Some day every knee shall bow before God and confess that Christ is Lord 
(Romans 14:11; Philippians 2:17). However, should one wait until that day 
to confess the name of Jesus, it would profit him nothing. Now is the time to 
make the good confession, being willing to suffer whatever consequences 
that might result from the declaration of that faith. Remember, Jesus said, 
“Whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and 
sinful generation, the Son of man shall be ashamed of him, when he cometh 
in the glory of his Father with the holy angels” (Mark 8:38).

Let the words of the poet Isaac Watts declare our faith: “I’m not ashamed to 
own my Lord, nor to defend his cause. Maintain the honors of his word, the 
glory of his cross.”


