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I. The Narrative
A. In James 5:17-18, we are told that Elijah prayed earnestly that it 

would not rain.
1. This was not an arbitrary request, but one based on his knowledge 

of God’s word.
2. God had said that if Israel turned and served other gods, He would 

prevent rain (Deuteronomy 11:16-17).
3. He presented himself to Ahab saying there would be no dew or rain 

again until he said so (1 Kings 17:1; Luke 4:25).
B. This was a great challenge to Baal, the chief Canaanite god. He was 

the principal sky, weather and fertility god. His name was originally 
applied to various local gods (i.e., Baal-peor, Baal-hermon, Baal-gad, 
etc.). Baal was of primary importance in Palestinian agriculture. 
1. The Hebrews were strongly attracted to Baal worship. Ahab and 

Jezebel in Israel actively promoted a form of Baal worship that was 
imported from Phoenicia.

2. Athaliah (the daughter of Ahab and Jezebel) married into a royal 
family, usurped Judah's throne, and promoted Baal worship in 
Judah until her death.

C. Asherah appears as a goddess by the side of Baal, whose consort she 
evidently became, at least among the Canaanites of the south. She 
was the goddess of fertility and love and her full name is Lady Asherah 
of the Sea. She is known in the Bible as Ashtaroth or Ashtoreth and 
linked with other fertility goddesses such as Venus, Aphrodite, and 
Ishtar.
1. Asherah's worship involved sexual excesses intended to stimulate 

rain and quicken the ability of animals and people to reproduce. She 
was invoked in childbirth and planting time. Her figures were made 
of wood and she was associated with sacred trees or groves of 
trees.

2. She was symbolized by a pole or tree found beside the altar in a 
Canaanite high place of idolatry and depicted as an unshaped piece 
of wood or a naked, curly-haired goddess riding a lion and holding 
lilies and serpents.

D. The equipment for idolatrous worship, probably Phoenician in origin, 
was the “high place.” It was crowned by the altar, the standing pillars 



and the images of the Asherah. The worship, interwoven with the 
concept of the fertility of the land, became a fertility cult. The chosen 
symbol of the cult was the trunk of a tree (cf. Deuteronomy 16:21; 
Judges 6:25, 28, 31). The prophets of Israel condemned the worship 
of Asherah and commended those kings who destroyed her shrines (1 
Kings 15:13-14; 2 Kings 17:10; 21:3; 23:4).

E. Carmel is the mountainous promontory jutting into the Mediterranean 
Sea just south of the modern city Haifa and due west of the Sea of 
Galilee. Mt. Carmel is often thought of as a beautiful and fruitful place 
(Isaiah 35:2). The mountain is near the Mediterranean coast of 
Palestine between the Plain of Acco to the north and the Plain of 
Sharon to the south. It reaches a maximum elevation of about 1,750 
feet.

F. The great challenge was issued (1 Kings 18:21; cf. Joshua 23:15-16).
1. They had long been attempting to join the service of God with Baal. 

It was an impracticable union and the people were so struck with a 
sense of their own folly, or dread of the king’s displeasure, that they 
“answered not a word.”

2. Elijah proposed to decide for them the controversy between God 
and Baal by an appeal, not to the authority of the law, for that 
would have no weight, but by a visible token from Heaven. As fire 
was the element over which Baal was supposed to preside, Elijah 
proposed that two bullocks should be slain and placed on separate 
altars of wood, the one for Baal, and the other for God.

II. The Applications
A. Courage is the ability to do something that frightens one. It also refers 

to strength in the face of pain or grief. It implies not only bravery and 
a dauntless spirit but the ability to endure in times of adversity.
1. In Roman Catholicism, courage is one of the four cardinal virtues, 

along with prudence, justice, and temperance (“cardinal” in this 
sense means “pivotal;” it is one of the four cardinal virtues because 
to possess any virtue, a person must be able to sustain it in the 
face of difficulty). In both Catholicism and Anglicanism, courage is 
also one of the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit.

2. These gifts are enumerated (approximately) in Isaiah 11:2-3: 
wisdom, knowledge, counsel, fortitude (courage), understanding, 
piety, and the fear of the Lord.

B. God has always demanded courage.
1. Joshua (Deuteronomy 31:7-8, 22-23; Joshua 1:1-9).
2. The Israelites (Leviticus 26:6-8; Joshua 23:6; 1 Chronicles 19:13; 

2 Chronicles 32:7-8; Isaiah 41:10; 51:7, 12-16).
3. Solomon (1 Chronicles 22:13; 28:20).



4. Asa (2 Chronicles 15:1-7).
5. Paul (Acts 18:9-10).

C. Instances of courage.
1. Abraham, in offering Isaac (Genesis 22:1-14).
2. Gideon, in destroying the altar of Baal (Judges 6:25-31).
3. Ezra, in undertaking the journey from Babylon to Israel (Ezra 

8:22-23).
4. Esther, in going to the king to save her people (Esther 4:8, 16; 

5-7).
5. The three Hebrews who refused to bow down to the image of 

Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 3:16-18).
6. Daniel, in persisting in prayer, regardless of the edict against 

praying (Daniel 6:10).
7. Thomas, in being willing to die with Jesus (John 11:16).
8. Joseph of Arimathea, in asking for the body of Jesus (Mark 15:43).
9. Peter and John, in refusing to obey men rather than God and being 

willing to undergo persecution (Acts 3:12-26; 4:9-13, 19, 31; 
5:29).

10.Paul, in going to Jerusalem, despite his knowledge that bonds and 
imprisonments awaited him (Acts 20:22-24; 24:14, 25).

D. Just like we learned with Noah, the majority is not always right. 
Ezekiel would need courage to deal with the Israelites (Ezekiel 2:6; 
3:9). We need courage too (Matthew 10:26, 28; Luke 12:4). Can we 
have great boldness (Proverbs 28:1)?

III. Thought Questions
A. When have you ever been afraid?
B. Can people take courage from you and how you live?
C. How can you be bolder for God?


