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He Led Paul To Damascus
Acts 9:1-18; 22:1-16; 26:12-20

Introduction
• No one who is a student of the New Testament is unaware of Saul of 

Tarsus. Although his family lived in Tarsus, therefore being “sojourners 
of the dispersion,” his family had maintained a pure bloodline through 
marriages to those who were of the stock of Israel (2 Corinthians 
11:22). Relatively little is known of Paul’s parents. Since he was “Roman 
born,” his parents had been Roman citizens before him but how they 
had procured citizenship is unknown (Acts 22:28). They were apparently 
financially able to provide a coveted education for Saul; he was “brought 
up” in Jerusalem at the feet of Gamaliel, a highly respected Rabbi of the 
first century (Acts 22:3; 5:34). There are few references to his family, 
although Paul had at least one sister for her son had warned him of a 
plot against his life, thereby saving him from death (Acts 23:16).

• Paul was, in his words, “exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my 
fathers” (Galatians 1:14). His family were Pharisees which sect had a 
long history of opposers of Christ and subsequently of His church. Our 
introduction to Saul shows this opposition: he agreed to the stoning of 
Stephen and apparently the failure of Stephen’s death to bring an end 
to the church intensified Saul’s opposition to the gospel (Acts 8:1). “… 
Saul laid waste the church entering into every house, and dragging men 
and women committed them to prison” (Acts 9:3). Saul breathed 
“threatening and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord” (Acts 9:1).

Kicking Against The Goads
• It was a mission to Damascus which brought about a great upheaval in 

Paul’s life, turning him completely around from persecuting to defending 
the gospel. He obtained letters from the high priest to the synagogues 
of Damascus that “if he found any that were of the Way, whether men 
or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem …” (Acts 9:2). As 
he neared Damascus about noon a great light shone out of heaven and 
when “he fell to the earth he heard a voice saying ‘Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou me? It is hard for thee to kick against the goad’” (Acts 
26:14).  Saul inquired, “Who art thou, Lord?” and the response came 
back, “I am Jesus of Nazareth whom thou persecutest” (Acts 22:8). All 
those with Saul saw the light and heard a voice speaking to him, but 
because Jesus spoke in the Hebrew tongue, they did not understand 
(Acts 26:14). The Lord told Saul it was hard for him to “kick against the 



goad.” A “goad” was a sharp pointed stick that was used in herding 
animals. A thrust from such a stick would make the animal move more 
rapidly. To kick against the stick would only increase the pain inflicted by 
it.

• Jesus’ words to Saul tell us that there were things that were designed to 
turn Paul’s course of life around. We never doubt Paul’s sincerity for he 
“had lived before God with a good conscience”  (Acts 23:1). Still, as 
sincere as Paul was, there was prejudice within him. His many years as 
a student of Gamaliel and instructions from his Pharisees’ family and 
teachers had molded his mind against Jesus. But, because of his 
sincerity, certain things were “goading” him in a different direction. 
Without doubt the scriptures he had heard since childhood were pricking 
his heart that there was an interpretation of them that proved, rather 
than disproved, the claims of Jesus.

• Paul used these passages later to prove what once he denied. Such 
passages were Psalm 2:7 and Psalm 110:1, which pointed to a 
resurrection of the seed of David. Coupled with the Old Testament 
scripture, which with him, as with Timothy, were “leading the way to 
thee” (1 Timothy 1:18). Paul could hardly have been untouched from 
Stephen’s use of the Old Testament as he spoke in synagogues about 
Jesus, for those who contended with him “were not able to withstand 
the wisdom and the Spirit by which he spoke” (Acts 6:10). The 
appearance of Jesus to Saul removed all doubt; he would no longer 
“kick against the goads.” He yielded to the Lord’s words.

“For To This End Have I Appeared Unto Thee”
• There was a reason why Jesus appeared to Paul on the Damascene 

road. While that appearance to Saul was not to save him, there was a 
necessary purpose for it. “For this reason have I appeared unto thee to 
appoint thee a minister and a witness both of the things wherein I will 
appear unto thee -- delivering thee from the people, and from the 
Gentiles unto whom I send the” (Acts 26:16-18). The Lord revealed 
both to Ananias and Saul the special work He had selected Paul to do.

• When Ananias express his reluctance to go preach to Saul, God said “… 
he is a chosen vessel unto me to bear my name before the Gentiles and 
kings and the children of Israel” (Acts 9:15). God had chosen Paul from 
his mother’s womb to be His apostle to Gentiles and for one to be an 
apostle, he must have witnessed the resurrected Christ (Galatians 
1:15-16; Ephesians 3:8).

• So Jesus appeared to Paul to qualify him for the work He ordained that 
he should do and then charged Paul to do it. Paul said to Agrippa, 
“Wherefore, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto that heavenly 
vision, but declared both to them of Damascus first, and at Jerusalem, 



and also to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, doing 
works worthy of repentance …” (Acts 26:19-20).

“Go Into The City …”
• When Jesus told Paul, “I am Jesus of Nazareth whom thou persecutest,” 

immediately he asked, “What shall I do, Lord?” The Lord said, “Rise and 
enter into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do” (Acts 
9:6; 22:10). Paul was a chosen vessel but his personal salvation did not 
come because he was a chosen vessel; it came because he obeyed the 
gospel. Some teach that Paul was saved when he saw the light and the 
Lord but the scriptures teach otherwise. If Paul was saved on the 
Damascene road, consider this:

• The Lord didn’t know it. He told Paul to go into the city where he 
would be told what he must do.

• Ananias didn’t know it. When he came to Paul, he said, “And now, 
why tarriest thou? arise and be baptized and wash away thy sins, 
calling on the name of the Lord” (Acts 22:16).

• Paul didn’t know it. If Paul was saved before he got into Damascus, 
he was the most miserable saved person one ever saw. He didn’t eat 
or drink -- he was constantly praying!

• Salvation comes not to men because they may have seen a vision, 
salvation comes through receiving the gospel. James wrote, “Receive 
with meekness the implanted word which is able to save your 
souls” (James. 1:21). Cornelius saw a heavenly vision just as Paul, but 
he was not saved by it. The heavenly messenger told him, “Send to 
Joppa and fetch one Simon surnamed Peter. He shall tell you words 
whereby thou shalt be saved, and thy house” (Acts 1:19). Faith comes 
by hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17). Whosoever calls on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved (Joel 2:28; Romans 10:13), but the 
Roman writer asked, “How shall they call on him in whom they have not 
believed? and how shall they believe in him whom they have not heard? 
and how shall they hear without a preacher? and show shall they preach 
except they be sent?” (Romans 10:14-15). God sent men into all the 
world to preach the gospel. They must preach that message and men 
must hear and believe that message before they can be saved. God 
could have told Cornelius what he wanted him to do, but He didn’t. That 
message was to come from Peter. God could have told Paul what he had 
to do to be saved, but He didn’t. That message came from Ananias.

Trials, Persecution, And God’s Presence
• A reading of 2 Corinthians 11:23-33 shows the trials Paul experienced 

by following God’s directions. Paul had been warned for when God 
commanded Ananias to go to Paul, he not only said, “… he is a chosen 



vessel unto me to bear my name before the Gentiles …” but God added, 
“For I will show him how many things he must suffer for my name’s 
sake” (Acts 9:15-16). Paul and Barnabas warned brethren that “through 
much tribulation we must enter into the kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22). 
And so it came to pass, and for Paul the ultimate sacrifice -- death for 
the name of Jesus.

• Yet in all the sufferings Paul endured he was never alone. When 
persecutions and disappointments came to weigh heavily on Paul in 
Corinth, God assured him, “Be not afraid, but speak and hold not thy 
peace: for I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to harm thee 
…” (Acts 18:9). God’s promise that “no man shall set on thee to harm 
thee” was not given for every place he traveled, but God’s promise, “I 
am with thee,” was a constant one. God was always there. When at his 
“first defense no one took my part, but all forsook me,” God did not. 
“But the Lord stood by me, and strengthened me” (2 Timothy 4:16-17).

Conclusion
• Things are not always as they seem to be. When trials and persecutions 

come to God’s people they must always remember to look at unseen 
things.

• “Wherefore we faint not, for though our outward man perisheth, yet is 
our inward man renewed day by day … while we look not at the things 
that are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which 
are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal” (2 
Corinthians 4:16, 18).


