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Just by looking at someone, you might never believe them to be a lover of 
money. Judas Iscariot was a chosen apostle of the Lord, and joined closely 
with the other 11 apostles in following their teacher Jesus. On the outside 
you might think he cared for the poor. On one occasion Mary anointed the 
feet of Jesus with expensive ointment. Judas responded by saying, “Why was 
not this ointment sold for three hundred shillings, and given to the 
poor” (John 12:5)? What a noble and caring man! But God revealed to us 
Judas’ true character: He did not really care for the poor, but was “a thief”. 
How convenient for him. He was also the one who carried the bag of money 
and “took away what was put therein” (John 12:6). On the outside he 
appears beneficent, but on the inside he was covetous. He did not care so 
much for the amount. He could take a little now and a little later from the 
bag, but he was willing to obtain any amount of money any way he could. 

Judas hits an all-time low when he said to the chief priests, “What are you 
willing to give, and I will deliver him unto you” (Matthew 26:15). Judas 
determined to betray Jesus for whatever they were willing to give him. He 
did not come demanding a large payout for such a high crime. They could 
name their own price, and he would comply. They showed their contempt for 
Jesus in “weighing unto him thirty pieces of silver.” This is what a slave was 
worth when gored by an ox (Exodus 21:32)! A thief will take anything that 
has some value, and Judas took it and looked for the opportunity to deliver 
the Lord up to the bloodthirsty authorities. 

Judas may not have realized it, but his delivering up Jesus for 30 pieces of 
silver fulfilled Old Testament prophecy. First, the Psalms spoke of one turning 
against a familiar friend. “Yea, mine own familiar friend in whom I trusted, 
who did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me” (Psalm 41:9). 
Jesus would point out Judas as His betrayer when dipping bread in the sop 
and giving it to him, and when Judas pointed out Jesus with a betrayal kiss, 
Jesus referred to him as “friend” (Matthew 26:50; John 13:26). Zechariah 
established the 30 pieces of silver as being a contemptible amount, showing 
how little the people cared for their divine shepherd (Zechariah 11:12-13). It 
is given to the potter in the house of God. Jeremiah spoke of the potter 
coming to the field where blood had been shed and being commanded to 
break the potter’s bottle there (Jeremiah 19:1-16). Matthew saw what the 
authorities did with the 30 pieces of silver — purchasing a field of blood to 



bury strangers, fulfilling the “field” in Jeremiah’s prophecy coupled with the 
“contemptible price” in Zechariah’s prophecy. 

Judas felt remorse for betraying innocent blood and returned the 30 pieces 
of silver to the chief priests and elders. They refused to accept such blood 
money into the treasury, so Judas threw down the pieces of silver and 
departed. Sadly, he departed to end his own life by hanging himself 
(Matthew 27:5). The 30 pieces of silver which purchased the field for 
strangers became the field for Judas’ dead body (Acts 1:18-19). As it is 
difficult to look at people and see a covetous heart, it is also difficult to see 
how empty people are inside who are willing to take their own life. Judas 
formed his own character in life, and God used his character to fulfill 
established prophecy. Judas was responsible for his own actions, but God 
foreknew and used them to complete the plan of His Son being offered up 
for the sins of the world. “For the Son of man goeth, even as it is written of 
Him but woe unto that man through whom the Son of man is betrayed! 
Good were it for that man if he had not been born” (Mark 14:21). 

Judas reminds us that we can merely have a love of money, not just possess 
a lot of money, to be ruined by it. Those who “are minded to be rich” can 
have a “love of money” which produces many foolish and hurtful lusts in 
one’s life (I Timothy 6:9-10). The desire to have money moved Judas to 
betray the Lord and create a such remorseful disgust for himself that he 
went out and destroyed himself. He allowed the love of money to destroy 
him inwardly before he destroyed himself outwardly. 

Judas, a thief, hid his hypocrisy well. He wanted to appear righteous as a 
follower of Jesus but inside he was full of corruption. While the hypocrite 
puts on an outward mask, hypocrisy begins inwardly. Jesus said, “Even so ye 
also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but inwardly ye are full of 
hypocrisy and iniquity” (Matthew 23:23). Therefore we should keep our 
heart pure. We should determine inwardly that we will only serve God 
instead of trying to serve two masters (Matthew 6:24). Those who try to 
serve both find themselves often playing the hypocrite. Making sure our 
treasure is laid up in Heaven, our heart will direct our ways toward Heaven. 
We will not easily be sidetracked by the hurtful lusts issuing from the “god” 
of riches. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. What evidence do we have that Judas was a lover of money? 

2. What value did 30 pieces of silver have in Bible times? 



3. How did Judas and 30 pieces of silver figure in fulfilled prophecy? 

4. Did Matthew make a mistake in saying Jeremiah spoke of the field bought 
with the 30 pieces of silver? 

5. Did Judas have godly sorrow or worldly sorrow (cp. 2 Corinthians 7:10)? 

6. Do only the rich have a love of money? 

7. How can we guard ourselves from becoming hypocrites?


