
2015 Vacation Bible School: “Fishers Of Men” 
LOOP 287 CHURCH OF CHRIST
Lesson Four — Thursday, June 18, 2015
Love The Fisher’s Catch
Acts 9:36-43

The gospel remakes a person into the image of Christ. Second Corinthians 5:17 says, 
“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; 
behold, all things are become new.” Romans 8:29 adds, “For whom he did foreknow, he 
also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the 
firstborn among many brethren.” Being a changed individual means looking out for the 
interests of others more than yourself, for this is the spirit of Christ (Philippians 2:4).

Dorcas was a wonderful example of this transformation. Peter had traveled from 
Jerusalem to Lydda (where he healed a sick man named Aeneas) and then to Joppa 
where he raised a good woman named Dorcas from the dead (Acts 9:32-42). The 
inspired record says that Dorcas was “full of good works and almsdeeds which she did.” 
“Full” means that she abounded in righteous deeds. As a testament to her wonderful 
heart, when she died and Peter came to Joppa, the text says, “they brought him into the 
upper chamber: and all the widows stood by him weeping, and shewing the coats and 
garments which Dorcas made, while she was with them.” Keep in mind that there was 
no “government aid” in those days for either widows or orphans, and needy people had 
to depend on their “network” for assistance.

It seemed so tragic that a useful and beloved saint like Dorcas should die when she was 
so greatly needed by the church. This often happens in local churches, and it is a hard 
blow to take. However, a door was opened in Joppa through that miracle for many 
believed on the Lord and Peter “abode many days in that city” (Acts 9:42-43).

Some people are good because of their upbringing. As far as sin goes, they do not have 
a long list of sins that they must cease. But after they become a Christian, a new 
motivation is now presented to them — they want to “shew forth the praises of him who 
hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light" (1 Peter 2:9). They do this 
through acts of love and kindness.

Before we discuss how a Christian can love the fisher’s catch, we need to understand 
the nature of benevolence and how it relates to the Lord’s church.  

Benevolence was never used as a means to cultivate the gospel. Benevolence is the 
fruit of being a Christian — not the means of spreading it. Food and clothing were never 
offered by the early church as a means of getting people to hear and accept the gospel. 
Paul did not take a contribution with him from the church when he went to Europe for 
the first time even though there were probably as great a percentage of poor and 
destitute then as now. Romans 1:16 says the gospel is the power of God unto salvation 
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and if men will not hear it without being bribed with benevolence they stand condemned 
anyway. Multitudes followed the Lord for the loaves and fishes, physical healing, and 
the rewards of political office, but they turned away when He taught something they did 
not like (John 6:26, 66). People who are attracted by benevolence will turn away when 
the benevolence is discontinued for their convictions concerning the gospel do not 
constitute the grounds of their attraction to it.

The church is not to undertake to meet the needs of all humanity — it could not do so if 
it tried. The resources of the church would quickly be exhausted if it started taking care 
of all the dependents of society. It furthermore could not do the legitimate work that God 
assigned it if it undertook such a burden of benevolence. Other agencies in the world 
are to engage in benevolent work with God’s approval and in harmony with His plan, 
while only the church is to preach the gospel.

The family in the home is charged with caring for its own (Ephesians 6:1-3; 1 Timothy 
5:4, 8, 10, 16). One of the functions of God-ordained government is to care for its needy 
and for this reason, among others, Christians pay taxes (Luke 20:25). The church is 
only to be the “pillar and ground of the truth” (1 Timothy 3:15).

The only contribution which any congregation made out of its treasury in New 
Testament times was to poor saints (Acts 2:44-45; 4:32-35; 11:27-30; Romans 
15:25-26; 1 Corinthians 16:1-3; 2 Corinthians 8:4; 9:1, 12). Moreover, God even limited 
the “saints” for whom the church can care in its benevolence (1 Timothy 5:1-16). The 
church is not to be burdened with assuming the obligation to do the benevolence which 
others should individually discharge, or with a general program of benevolence for 
which God did not design, but is to keep its strength and resources free from such 
obligations that it may do what God intends for it to do. We are not free to place on the 
church what we feel is a “good work.”

In the New Testament each church made up its fund by the contribution of its own 
members and not by soliciting money from other churches or raising money by any 
other means to enable them to do this work. Each congregation selected and approved 
its own messenger or messengers to whom this contribution was entrusted for delivery 
to Jerusalem. No church handled the money of any other church or became the 
messenger of any other church.

Having established these important elements about congregational benevolent work, 
one finds that much of the benevolence in the scriptures is an individual effort, just like 
the efforts of Dorcas (Matthew 25:31-46; Galatians 6:10; 1 Timothy 6:17-18; Hebrews 
13:16; James 1:27; 1 John 3:17-18).

There are important reasons why an individual Christian should do this work himself and 
not by proxy by paying someone else to do it for him. First, this work makes us more 
like Christ (Mark 10:45; Acts 10:38). In the parable of the good Samaritan, though he 
was hated and despised by the Jews, he had mercy and loved his neighbor (Luke 
10:33-37). When there was an opportunity to help, the good Samaritan willingly did so, 
even when it meant personal sacrifice. Furthermore, when Christ concluded, “Go, and 
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do thou likewise,” He practiced what He preached. Second, personal contact with the 
destitute and their needs, and the personal strength that comes by serving them, will 
edify our souls (Acts 20:35-36; Titus 3:8).

There are several bases on which benevolent work is to be done. The first is self-
consecration (2 Corinthians 8:3-5). The Macedonians gave themselves to benevolent 
work because they first gave themselves to the Lord. The second is love (2 Corinthians 
8:8). If we are to do everything in love (1 Corinthians 16:14), then certainly benevolence 
would fit. We prove our love by our liberality and generosity (2 Corinthians 8:24) 
because we are able to love in deed and truth (1 John 3:17-18). The third is gratitude (1 
John 3:16; 2 Corinthians 8:9). Because Jesus went to the cross, we should be willing to 
give to others. The fourth is sympathy (1 Corinthians 12:25-26; Galatians 6:2). When 
Christians suffer, it is right to help fix the the circumstances (Romans 12:13). The fifth is 
to glorify God (2 Corinthians 9:12, 15). A Christian who helps others ultimately does it to 
point others to God. The sixth is to keep our hearts centered on God (1 Timothy 
6:17-19). Through helping others, we learn to turn our focus away from material 
possessions.

The final judgment will deal with individuals according to the works each one has done 
(2 Corinthians 5:10; 1 Peter 1:17; Revelation 20:1-15). Benevolent acts show your 
changed character and demonstrate to people that you are godly and righteous. Finally, 
thinking about Dorcas, your compassionate acts which display your caring nature may 
also be the push that some need to listen to the gospel.
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