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Esther Becomes Queen
• “Ahasuerus” was the title of the Persian ruler; his given name was 

Xerxes, and he ruled from 486 to 465 B.C. History tells us that he was 
one of the most illustrious monarchs of the ancient world, but he was an 
impulsive ruler.

• A gathering was called for the purpose of conferring with chiefs and 
leaders in preparation for his famous expedition against Greece, in 
which he fought the battles of Thermopylae and Salamis (480 B.C.). 
Xerxes had put down a rebellion in Egypt and felt confident he could 
conquer the Greeks. The gathering lasted for 180 days; the huge 
banquet was at the end of that period.

• He deposed Vashti in 483 B.C., before he left, and married Esther in 479 
B.C., the seventh year of his reign, after he returned from his disastrous 
expedition against Greece. During the banquet, Xerxes wanted to 
display his beautiful queen, Vashti. She refused and was deposed and 
made a public example to the entire nation. Though the motive for her 
refusal is not stated, she probably did not want to degrade herself 
before the king’s drunken guests. Vashti’s good conscience allowed 
Esther to become queen.

Esther Saves Her People
• Esther and Mordecai were cousins; Mordecai had raised her like his own 

daughter. Esther’s Jewish name was “Hadassah,” and she was a great 
woman of beauty and character (cf. 1 Peter 3:3-4). Mordecai 
encouraged Esther to enter the “contest” to become queen but to hide 
the fact that she was a Jewess. Esther dutifully obeyed him.

• Esther was later chosen, which introduces us to evidences of God’s 
providence in the book (even though He is never mentioned by name): 
(1) Esther being chosen queen over the other candidates (2:15-18); (2) 
Mordecai discovering the plot to kill the king (2:21-23); (3) the casting 
of lots for the day to destroy the Jews resulting in a date late in the 
year, giving Mordecai and Esther time to act (3:7-15); (4) the kings’ 
welcome to Esther after ignoring her for a month (5:2); (5) the king’s 
patience with Esther in permitting her to hold a banquet (5:8); (6) the 
king’s insomnia that brought to light Mordecai’s deed of kindness 



(6:1-3); (7) the king’s apparent lapse of memory in 6:10-14, that led 
him to honor one of the Jews he had agreed to slay; and, (8) the king’s 
concern for Esther’s welfare, when he had a harem from which to 
choose (7:5-6).

• During the time he was sitting at the king’s gate, Mordecai either 
overheard or was informed about a plot to kill Xerxes by two of the 
king’s officers who had become angry with him. Mordecai got word to 
Esther about the plot; she relayed the information to the king, giving 
credit to Mordecai.

• Haman was a descendant of the Amalekites, the enemies of the Jews 
(Exodus 17:8-16; Deuteronomy 25:17-19; 1 Samuel 15:1-3). After 
Xerxes promoted him, Mordecai would not bow down to Haman, and he 
invented a charge against Mordecai and wanted to have him executed. 
Haman’s wealth and honors could not satisfy him when he thought of 
one Jew who failed to show him the proper respect he felt he deserved! 
This made the ruler angry enough to want to kill all the Jews. The 
decree to kill them occurred in the king’s 12th year, after Esther had 
been queen for five years.

• Mordecai sent Esther a copy of the decree so she would realize the 
desperateness of the situation. Mordecai told Esther that she would not 
escape Haman’s edict because she was in the king’s house. If she 
remained silent, deliverance of the Jews would come from another 
source; but because of her cowardice, she and her father’s family would 
perish. Not even royal status could protect her from the king’s edict. 
Esther plead for the salvation of her people, thereby revealing to all her 
true identity as a Jew. Xerxes was enraged at the actions of Haman, and 
he commanded him to be executed (Proverbs 11:8; 16:14).

• Although matters seem to have settled, there was still a problem: the 
king could not revoke his decree and the Jews would be robbed and 
killed in nine months. It could only be neutralized by another decree. 
The new decree permitted the Jews to protect themselves and to 
destroy anyone in the kingdom who was an enemy of the Jews.

• The scribes hurried and wrote the messages, and the official 
ambassadors hastened to get the message to every corner of the 
kingdom (Proverbs 24:11-12). The Jews knew that the Persians would 
not dare to fight them and incur the wrath of the king. In fact, many of 
the Persians called themselves Jews to escape punishment. When the 
time arrived, the Jews were ready for victory. In the end, they killed 
75,000 of their enemies, including the ten sons of Haman.

Lessons For Us
• Loyalty is faithfulness or a devotion to a person, country, group, or 

cause. Because Esther was loyal to her people, she stood up to the king 



and saved the Jews. Also, Mordecai was loyal to Xerxes, and thereby 
saved his life from an assassination plot (Esther 2:21-23). Because 
Christians have been “crucified with Christ,” we have to be loyal to 
Christ (Galatians 2:20).

• In Mark 12:17, Jesus said, “Render to Caesar the things that are 
Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” When loyalty to 
authority conflicts with loyalty to God, the latter takes precedence. 
Jesus Christ absolutely rejected the notion of dual loyalty (Matthew 
6:24). When it comes to loyalty to God, we owe Him undivided 
allegiance.

• In 2 Samuel 11, David had an unrighteous relationship with Uriah’s wife, 
Bathsheba. When she became pregnant, David wanted to hide it. He 
hatched a plot to bring Uriah back from the battlefield so that he might 
sleep with his wife and hide the pregnancy. However, vs. 9 says, “But 
Uriah slept at the door of the king’s house with all the servants of his 
lord, and went not down to his house.” Uriah the Gentile was more loyal 
than David the godly king. It takes real strength of character to be loyal. 
As we get older, being steadfast in the truth means less to some, and as 
a result, they compromise. Many older Christians have fallen into this 
trap.

• Philippians 2:14-16 says, “Do all things without murmurings and 
disputings: That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, 
without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among 
whom ye shine as lights in the world; Holding forth the word of life; that 
I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither 
laboured in vain.” If we are loyal to Christ, shunning and forsaking the 
influences of the world, then we can make our world better. It will 
require us to be “stedfast” and “unmoveable” (1 Corinthians 15:58). 
Those who can be “faithful unto death” will receive “a crown of 
life” (Revelation 2:10). Esther put her life in God’s hands, so she did not 
have to fear putting her life in Xerxes’ hands. If we are loyal to God, He 
will be loyal to us!


