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Share God’s Light: The Parable Of The Good Samaritan
Luke 10:25-37

TELLING IT

Jesus’ parable of the “good Samaritan” is recorded only by Luke. This 
parable was Jesus’ response to a lawyer’s question, “And, who is my 
neighbor?” (Luke 10:29).

The lawyer “stood up and made trial of him.” The word “trial” is a 
strengthened form of peirazo, meaning “trying or challenging God.” This 
man’s question was, “What shall I do to inherit eternal life?” (Luke 10:25). 
Jesus answered his question by asking the lawyer a question in turn. He 
asked, “What is written in the law? how readest thou?” Quickly the lawyer 
replied, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbor as 
thyself.” Jesus’ answer was given just as quickly: “Thou has answered 
rightly: this do and thou shalt live” (Luke 10:26-28).

The lawyer’s answer concurred with the Law of Moses and with what Jesus 
taught a bit later. On the “day of questioning,” a scribe approved Jesus’ 
answer to the Sadducees regarding the resurrection and then asked Jesus, 
“What commandment is the first of all?” (Matthew 22:36, Mark 12:28). In 
response Jesus quoted Deuteronomy 6:4-6: “And thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart … the second is this; Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself” (Mark 12:30-31). The scribe of Mark 12 applauded Jesus’ answer 
saying, “Of a truth, Teacher, thou hast well said that he is one, and there is 
none other than he: and to love him with all the heart … and to love his 
neighbor as himself is much more than all whole burnt offerings and 
sacrifices” (Mark 12:32-33).

Both the lawyer and scribe agreed with Jesus’ teaching. However there was 
a difference between them. Jesus saw that scribe and answered discreetly, 
telling him, “Thou art not far from the kingdom of God” (Mark 12:34). The 
lawyer, “desiring to justify himself,” asked, “And who is my neighbor?” (Luke 
10:29). The only way to justify oneself is to limit the extent of the Law’s 
demand and consequently limit one’s own responsibility.



Jesus’ answer to the lawyer was this well-known parable: a man (Jew) who 
went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell victim to criminals. They 
stripped him, beat him, and left him for dead (Luke 10:30).

Jericho, a well-known city in the Bible, was a city of priests and Levites and 
these men could frequently be seen traveling to and fro as they fulfilled their 
duties in the temple. “By chance a certain priest was going down that way, 
and when he saw him, he passed on the other side and in like manner a 
Levite also, when he came to the place, and saw him, passed by on the 
other side” (Luke 10:31-32). These were religious men whose role in life was 
to teach the Law of Moses and offer the various, required sacrifices. While 
they would have been familiar with Deuteronomy 6:5, unfortunately they 
only knew the Law of Moses in theory. They ignored the practical application 
of its command.

Another traveler followed the same route: a Samaritan. There was great 
enmity between the Jews and Samaritans, and while there was a good side 
of Samaritans (Luke 17:16-19), they had their dark side as well (Luke 
9:51-54). Yet, while there was “bad blood” between the Jews and 
Samaritans, the Samaritan of Jesus’ story was different. “As he journeyed 
[he] came where he was and when he saw him, he was moved with 
compassion, and came to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring on them 
oil and wine, and he sat him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, 
and took care of him. And on the morrow he took out two shillings and gave 
them to the host, and said, take care of him, and whatsoever thou spendest 
more, I, when I come back again, will repay you” (Luke 10:33-35). His pity 
was translated into sacrificial action.

When Jesus finished His story, He asked the lawyer, “Which of these three, 
thinkest thou, proved neighbor unto him that fell among the robbers?” (Luke 
10:36). To his credit, the lawyer did not “plead the fifth.” “He that showed 
mercy to him,” he answered (Luke 10:37). Then Jesus replied, “Go and do 
thou likewise” (Luke 10:37).

APPLYING IT

Three rules of life are illustrated in this parable. The first is the “iron rule,” 
the robbers’ attitude: “What is yours is mine. I’ll take it.” The second is the 
“silver rule,” the attitude of the priest and Levite: “What is mine is mine. I’ll 
keep it.” The third is the Samaritan’s attitude: “What is mine is yours. We’ll 
share it.”

In essence, Jesus answered the question, “Who is my neighbor?” by saying, 
“My neighbor is whoever needs my help. Sometimes he might even be my 



enemy.” Love should not be limited by its object; its extent and quality are in 
the control of its subject.

To love both God and our neighbor requires more than words. John wrote, 
“My little children, let us not love in word, neither with the tongue; but in 
deed and in truth” (1 John 3:18; cf. Titus 1:16; James 2:15-16). The 
Samaritan fulfilled the Law even though he had no concern for the oral laws 
and traditions.

REMEMBERING IT

1. Describe the region between Jericho and Jerusalem.

2. Was the lawyer genuine? Did it matter?

3. Describe how the first two acted contrary to love, but not contrary to 
expectation.

4. Who are the modern priests and Levites?

5. How can we show mercy?


