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Be Baptized -- Paul
Acts 9:1-22

Saul of Tarsus who, although he was born outside of Judaea, was a devout 
Jew.  He was educated by a famous Rabbi, named Gamaliel. Saul was an 
avid student who “advanced in the Jews’ religion beyond many of his own 
countrymen” (Galatians 1:14). Because of his training and teaching, he 
viewed the claims of Jesus  with a critical eye. According to his own 
testimony, “I verily thought with myself that I ought to do many things 
contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. And this I also did in Jerusalem 
…” (Acts 26:9-10). He persecuted the way of Christ unto death, consenting 
to the death of Stephen (Acts 8:1). He “laid waste the church, entering into 
every house, and dragging men and women committed them to 
prison” (Acts 8:3). Despite his fierce opposition to Christians, Paul believed 
he was doing what was right for he said, “I have lived before God in all good 
conscience until this day” (Acts 23:1). Thinking himself right did not make 
him so. He came to realize he was terribly wrong and the chief of sinners (1 
Timothy 1:12-15).

Paul’s opposition to Christians led him to persecute them even in foreign 
cities. “He went to the high priest and sought of him letters to Damascus 
unto the synagogues, that if he found any that were of the way, whether 
men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem” (Acts 9:2). As he 
traveled toward that city “suddenly there shone round about him a light out 
of heaven: and he heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou me? And he said, Who art thou, Lord?  and he said I am 
Jesus whom thou persecutest: but rise, and enter into the city, and it shall 
be told thee what thou must do” (Acts 9:3-6).

Paul could not see for the “glory of that light” and was led into Damascus 
(Acts 9:11). For three days and nights he remained in blindness, praying and 
refusing to eat (Acts 9:9). Without doubt all his deeds of persecution against 
Christians were vividly in his mind as he remembered Jesus saying, “I am 
Jesus, whom thou persecutest.”

While Saul was praying and fasting, God spoke in a vision to a devout man 
in that city named Ananias, commanding him to seek out Saul, lay hands on 
him to restore his sight and to tell him what he must do (Acts 9:6). 
Understandably, Ananias was reluctant for the history of Saul and his very 



purpose in coming to Damascus was known to Ananias. But God had chosen 
Saul to be His apostle to the Gentiles and He commanded Ananias, “Go thy 
way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me” (Acts 9:11). Since Ananias was a 
disciple of Christ and disciples follow those of whom they are disciples, 
despite his misgivings, he obeyed the Lord. He laid hands on Saul, restoring 
his sight, revealing to him God’s purpose for him, then added, “And now, 
why tarriest thou? Arise and be baptized, and wash away thy sins” (Acts 
22:16). Immediately Paul obeyed and through that obedience became an 
ardent disciple of Jesus.

Jesus made baptism part of following Him. When He commissioned His 
disciples He said, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to the whole 
creation. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that 
disbelieveth shall be condemned” (Mark 16:15-16). The disciples understood 
Jesus’ instructions regarding baptism. Peter, in the very first gospel sermon 
responded to stricken believers who asked, “Brethren what shall we do” with 
these words, “Repent ye and be baptized everyone of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins …” (Acts 2:37-38). Peter never 
wavered in his understanding that baptism was for remission of sins. Twenty 
or thirty years after his words on Pentecost, he wrote his first letter saying, 
“Which also after a true likeness doth now save us, even baptism …” (1 Peter 
3:21).

Paul understood the necessity of being baptized in following Jesus. Some 20 
or more years after Ananias commanded him to be baptized, he wrote 
Roman brethren: “Or are ye ignorant that all we who were baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with 
him through baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father so we also might walk in newness of 
life” (Romans 6:3-4). He further wrote, “Thanks be to God that whereas ye 
were servants of sin, ye become obedient from the heart to that form of 
doctrine (baptism) whereunto ye were delivered; and being made free from 
sin, ye became servants of righteous-ness” (Romans 6:17-18). He never 
wavered from this position. He told the Galatians that “as many of you as 
were baptized into Christ did put on Christ” (3:27). He wrote the Colossians 
that they had “… been buried with him in baptism where in were also raised 
with him through faith in the working of God” (Colossians 2:12).

From the words of Jesus and letters Peter and Paul, the purpose of baptism 
is clear: men are to be baptized to be saved, for the remission of sins, to 
wash away sins, etc. Furthermore, baptism is shown to be a burial -- an 
immersion. It is a figure of Jesus’ death and resurrection. From the apostles’ 
words we see that baptism is not designed for infants but for those who can 



believe (Acts 8:37). Sin is one’s transgression of God’s law, which an infant 
cannot do. Since baptism is to “wash away sins” and infants have no sins, 
infants are not to be baptized.

Many dispute the place of baptism in salvation, teaching that man is saved 
before and without water baptism, although the Bible nowhere verifies their 
claims. All passages which speak of the purpose of baptism show it stands 
between the sinner and salvation. Many forget that baptism is an act of 
faith, just as Paul wrote that the Colossians had been “… buried with Christ 
in baptism through faith in the working of God.” Putting blood on the lintels 
and door posts was an act of faith which, when done, spared Israelites from 
the death of their firstborn sons (Exodus 12:22-23). Moses stretching his rod 
over the Red Sea was an act of faith which brought the sea’s division, 
allowing Israel to pass through on dry ground (Exodus 14:16). The walls of 
Jericho fell down after Israel marched around its walls seven days (Joshua 
6:2-5). Naaman was cleansed of leprosy by dipping seven times in Jordan (2 
Kings 5:10-14). And we are saved, having our sins washed away when we 
are baptized, IF WE HAVE FAITH IN GOD’S ABILITY TO CLEANSE US. It is 
God who saves but man must obey whatever commands He gives us that we 
might be saved. Jesus said, “Why call ye me Lord, Lord and do not the 
things that I say?” and “Not everyone that saith unto me Lord, Lord shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven but he that doeth the will of my Father 
who is in heaven” (Luke 6:46; Matthew 7:21). The need that man obey the 
voice of God is emphasized in 2 Thessalonians 1:7. When the Lord returns to 
judge all men, He will render “vengeance to them that know not God and  to 
them that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus.” If we will follow Jesus, we 
will be baptized for none truly follow Him who refuses this command of His.


