
An Overview Of The Bible
Deuteronomy

I. Introduction
A. As pointed out in an earlier study, the Pentateuch is the Bible in 

miniature.
1. In Genesis, we have ruin through man’s sin.
2. In Exodus, we see redemption by blood.
3. In Leviticus, there is communion on the ground of atonement.
4. In Numbers, we note direction by the guiding will of God.
5. In Deuteronomy, there is destination through the faithfulness of 

God.
B. The Hebrew name for the fifth book of Moses is Haddebharim, i.e., 

“The Words,” which is taken from the opening verse. In the truest 
sense, Deuteronomy is a book of words -- but not just any words -- for 
it speaks the wise and true words of God.
1. The title “Deuteronomy” is taken from the Greek deuteros 

(“second”) and nomos (“law”) -- the title which the Septuagint 
translators gave the book in the third century B.C.

2. Such a name is indeed fitting, for in the book there is a second 
giving of the law, or rather, a new expounding of it to the new 
generation of Israel who had grown up in the wilderness and who 
were on the threshold of inhabiting Canaan.

C. Deuteronomy marks a transition in four ways.
1. It marks a transition to a new generation. At this time there were 

only three members left of the generation that came out of Egypt. 
Can you name them?

2. It marks the transition to a new possession. The wilderness 
pilgrimage was to give place to the national occupancy of Canaan.

3. It marks the transition to a new experience; i.e., a new life. They 
will dwell in houses instead of tents, and eat milk and honey instead 
of manna.

4. It marks the transition of a new revelation of God, the revelation of 
His love. From Genesis to Numbers the love of God is spoken of 
only briefly (Deuteronomy 4:37; 7:7-8; 23:5). As a result of God’s 
love towards them, what does He ask in return (cf. 11:1; 1 John 
4:19)?

D. There is a striking parallel between Acts, the fifth book of the New 
Testament, and Deuteronomy, the fifth book of the Old Testament. 
Acts, like Deuteronomy, marks a great transition.
1. Like Deuteronomy, it marks a transition to a new generation -- a 

regeneration in Christ.



2. Like Deuteronomy, it marks a transition to a new possession -- a 
spiritual Canaan.

3. Like Deuteronomy, it marks a transition to a new experience -- a 
new birth, a new life.

4. Like Deuteronomy, it marks a transition to a new revelation -- the 
unfolding of the mystery which previously had been hidden 
(Ephesians 3:1-12).

5. Equally striking is that in both books God gives His people a second 
chance. What is Deuteronomy? It is the second giving of the law. 
What is Acts? It is a second chance given men to accept Jesus as 
the Son of God.

E. The book covers only about one month of time (Deuteronomy 1:3; 
Joshua 4:19).
1. The old generation is now gone. To impress the new generation with 

a sense of duty and to help prepare them for the promised land, 
Moses repeats the law.

2. He renews the covenant between God and His people, prophesies of 
the future, blesses each tribe, and then, having viewed the whole 
extent of the land from Mt. Nebo, he died and was buried by God.

II. The Lessons Of Deuteronomy
A. Respect for the word of God. This may be the most prominent theme 

of the book (cf. 4:1-2; 10:12-13; 12:32).
B. God’s promises are conditional. God promised to bless the people only 

if they remained faithful (cf. 6:34-35; 7:11-12; 8:18-19; 28:1, 15).
C. Family life.

1. Deuteronomy is full of legal regulations regarding marriage and the 
home.
a) Israel was forbidden to marry with the heathen nations (7:1-3). 

Why (7:4)?
b) A newly-wed man was exempt from military service for one year 

(24:5).
2. God emphasized the need of parents communicating spiritual values 

to their children (6:6-7).
D. A test for a prophet. How could Israel tell the genuine prophet from 

the fake? God proposes a test in 18:22. Non-fulfillment of a prediction 
is the mark of a false prophet.

E. God’s attitude toward sorcery, witchcraft, and the occult (18:9-14).
F. Inherited depravity -- a false doctrine (24:16).
G. Jesus and Deuteronomy.

1. Read carefully the Messianic section in 18:18-19. Now read Acts 
3:22-24 where Peter applies the Deuteronomy passage to Christ 
(cf. John 5:46-47).



2. When our Lord met the three-fold temptation of Satan in Matthew 
4, He did so by recalling the words of Deuteronomy (8:3; 6:13, 16).

III. The Outline Of Deuteronomy
A. The structure of Deuteronomy is simple, yet impressive. The first 

eleven chapters are retrospective. The remaining chapters are 
prospective. With the people preparing to cross the Jordan into 
Canaan, they need to look backward and then forward. They are to 
recall, reflect, and resolve.

B. The divine faithfulness of God.
1. Looking backward (1-11).

a) Review of the events since Sinai (1-3).
b) Review of the law from Sinai (4-11).

2. Looking forward (12-34).
a) Final rules and warnings to Israel before entering the earthly 

inheritance (12-30).
b) Final words and actions of Moses before entering the heavenly 

inheritance (31-34).
C. The central message of the book is divine faithfulness. God’s gracious, 

wise, and righteous dealings with the nation in the past, and His 
renewed pledge for the future is developed in both sections.

IV. The Basic Elements Of Deuteronomy
A. The basic fact.

1. The basic fact beneath all else is what is declared in 6:4-5. Jesus 
told us that this is the foundational pronouncement and “first 
commandment” of the law (Matthew 22:36-37).

2. This is an affirmation that Jehovah is Israel’s God and is the only 
God!
a) He is the absolute One upon whom all depend, whom all must 

ultimately obey, and who alone is the true object of our 
veneration.

b) “God is still on the throne; and He will take care of His own. His 
promise is true; He will see us through; God is still on the 
throne.”

B. The basic truth.
1. The basic truth developed in the book is expressed in 6:23.
2. It is a three-fold statement of truth.

a) The fact -- “He brought us out.”
b) The purpose behind the fact -- “that he might bring us in.”
c) The reason behind both the fact and the purpose -- “He swore 

unto our fathers.”
(1) As for the fact -- we see the power of God.



(2) As for the purpose -- we see the grace of God.
(3) As for the reason -- we see the faithfulness of God. He was 

true to His covenant.
C. The basic requirement.

1. The basic requirement which God makes of His people is found in 
10:12-13.
a) “And now …” Those two little words put Deuteronomy into focus. 

It is the “and now” book.
b) The people have reviewed the faithfulness of God. They have 

seen how He watched over Israel during the Egyptian bondage, 
how He brought them out, how He made them into a nation at 
Sinai, guarded and guided them to the borders of Canaan, 
suffered their many murmurings and their rebellion at Kadesh, 
protected, provided, preserved them through the wilderness 
wanderings, bringing them again to the gateway of the promised 
land -- they have reviewed all this -- “And now …”

c) What is required of them as they enter the land (10:12-13)?
2. This is the basic requirement which comprehends all others -- 

obedience, loving obedience. Someone remarked, “Obedience is the 
keynote of almost every chapter.” It has been observed that the 
word “do” occurs over 50 times.

3. What about us? Is anything less required of you and me? May I 
suggest that because of our exalted privileges in Christ, privileges 
which the earthly Israel never knew, we are all the more under 
obligation to obey (John 14:15, 21,23).

D. The basic pledge.
1. God had promised to give the land to Israel. He would keep that 

promise.
a) The premillennialist says that God has never fulfilled His promise 

to Israel regarding the giving of the land. What does Joshua 
21:43-45 say about it? Who are you going to believe?

b) Also, God made another pledge which made the retainment of 
the land conditional upon their faithfulness in 30:15-20.
(1) The people did not remain faithful.
(2) The people went into captivity as prophesied in 28:63, 68.
(3) The people were restored back to the land as prophesied in 

30:1-3.
2. This restoration promise does not speak of some future restoration 

in our day. It speaks of the restoration after their captivity that was 
fulfilled in the days of Ezra and Nehemiah.

E. The basic difference.
1. One of the greatest differences between the Old and New 

Testaments is that in the one the emphasis is on a place, whereas 



in the other the emphasis is upon a person. Under the old 
dispensation there was one special place of sacrifice, worship, and 
divine presence (12:10-14). That place was the tabernacle which 
later gave way to the temple.
a) In the New Testament, God no longer dwells in a literal temple 

but He comes in the person of Jesus Christ (John 1:1-3).
b) See the shift in emphasis from place to person in John 4:20-24. 

The woman herself looked from place to person in vs. 25. Jesus 
said, “I who speak to you am He” in vs. 26. The Greek literally 
translated states, “I AM who am speaking to thee.”

2. The same transition from place to person is seen in Acts 8.
a) The Ethiopian had been to the right place -- Jerusalem.
b) He had gone there for the right purpose -- to worship.
c) He was reading the right book -- the scriptures -- yet, he was 

still unsatisfied.
d) He needed the new emphasis on the person (cf. vs. 35).

F. The basic choice.
1. In Deuteronomy, Israel is called upon to make a choice (30:15).
2. It was the same choice given to Joshua (23:14).
3. We too must make that same basic choice today.

V. Moses
A. No study of the Pentateuch would be complete without a final word 

about Moses. As a character study Moses has few peers. He is one of 
the greatest figures in the Bible and all of history. His life falls into 
three clearly marked periods.
1. The first 40 years he is prince of Egypt.
2. The next 40 years he is a shepherd in Midian.
3. The final 40 years he is leader in Israel.

B. In the last four chapters of this book the final words and acts of this 
great man are recorded.
1. The charge of Moses to Joshua (31).
2. The song of Moses about God (32).
3. The blessing of Moses upon Israel (33).
4. The death and burial of Moses upon Mt. Nebo (34).

VI. Conclusion
A. The values of Deuteronomy can hardly be exaggerated. It stands as 

the wellspring of biblical historical revelation.
B. We close our study of the Pentateuch with the words of Joseph W. 

Kemp about Moses: “Moses never appears quite so fine, noble, and 
practical as in Deuteronomy. His personal history comes out in great 
prominence, and with a solid grandeur, a calm earnestness, an 



affectionate persuasiveness, an unflinching fidelity to truth, a 
singleness of aim, and unselfishness of purpose; which command the 
most reverent attention, bespeak the most intense sympathy, and 
endorse to the fullest extent the statement of Divine inspiration: 
‘There arose not a prophet since in Israel like unto Moses, whom the 
Lord knew fact to face’” (Deuteronomy 34:10).


