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Introduction
• In his letter to the Romans, Paul wrote, “As many as are led by the 

Spirit, these are the sons of God” (Romans 8:14). If one wishes to be 
God’s child, he must follow the leading of the Spirit. It is therefore very 
important we learn how the Spirit leads us to become sons of God.

• There are many responses to the question, “How does the Spirit lead?” 
Not all of them are correct. Some believe that the Spirit leads by making 
certain impressions in their hearts or by dreams. Others believe the 
Spirit leads by signs and wonders which He shows. Some believe the 
Spirit leads by speaking directly to them. What do the scriptures say?

• None should doubt that God has spoken on this subject. He is interested 
in our well being. He gave His own Son to die for us that we might have 
a fitting sacrifice for our sins and He made arrangements for us to be 
part of His “called out ones.” Having done all these things He would 
certainly provide us access to knowledge of how His Spirit leads us to 
become “sons of God.”

• Jesus commissioned His disciples with the task to preach the gospel to 
all the nations and to every creature (Matthew 28:19; Mark 16:15). 
That good news tells men how they can obtain salvation from sins and 
secure eternal life; the promised blessing to all nations through the seed 
of Abraham. In order to do that, they had to be inerrantly instructed in 
all the details of God’s will.

The Inspiration Of The Scriptures
• This instruction was the specific work of the Holy Spirit. Jesus told His 

apostles, “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he shall guide 
you into all the truth” (John 16:13). What the Spirit directed one apostle 
to say, He directed all to say, for since the Spirit was to guide in all the 
truth, all would necessarily speak the same thing.

• Immediately after the beginning of the church and the years that 
followed, the message of the Holy Spirit was given orally to man by 
God’s chosen spokesmen, the apostles. The prophet Joel had written 
that whosoever would call on the name of the Lord would be saved and 
Paul quoted these words, then asked, “How shall they call on him in 
whom they have not believed? (implying one could not) and how shall 
they believe on Him in whom they have not heard? and how shall they 
hear without a preacher? and how shall he preach except he be 



sent?” (Romans 10:14-15). The apostles were sent by God and since 
they were moved by the Spirit to speak, those who followed their 
teachings were “led by the Spirit” (Acts 2:4; Romans 8:14).

• There was need that the Spirit’s words pass from something “oral” to 
something “written.” Peter testified of the words of the apostles when he 
wrote, “No prophecy of scripture is of private interpretation. For no 
prophecy ever came by the will of man: but men spake from God, being 
moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:20-21). God knew there was a 
need for the Spirit’s words to be preserved in permanent form, for the 
apostles would not live forever and countless generations after them 
would also need to be “led by the Spirit.” Peter told men why he wrote: 
“This is now, beloved, the second epistle that I write unto you: and in 
both of them I stir up  your sincere mind by putting you in 
remembrance; that ye should remember the words which were spoken 
before by the holy prophets, and the commandment of the Lord and 
Saviour through your apostles” (2 Peter 3:1-2). From this we learn that 
the written word not only served to remind those who had first heard it 
orally of what the Spirit had to say, but also to those who had not 
previously heard it, these would learn the Spirit’s will. Paul agreed. “I 
wrote before in few words, whereby, when ye read, ye can perceive my 
understanding in the mystery of Christ” (Ephesians 3:4). Timothy was 
told, “Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in righteousness: that the 
man of God may be complete, furnished completely unto every good 
work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17). And whether one heard the oral word of the 
Spirit through the apostles or simply hears His written word, the 
responsibility is still the same: “Whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, 
as unto a lamp shining in a dark place …” (2 Peter 1:19). Whenever one 
follows what the scriptures say, they are thereby “led by the Spirit.” 

Why The Word Is Important To Us
• The word is light to us. The purpose of a lamp is to shed light, and in 

this instruction comes knowledge and understanding. David said, 
“Through thy precepts I get understanding” (Psalm 119:104). Paul said 
of the things which he had written the Ephesians that when they read 
what he had written, they could understand his knowledge in the 
mystery of God (Ephesians 3:4). Because man cannot know God’s will 
for himself, he needs light to help him understand, otherwise he will fall 
into ignorance, sin, and destruction. David wrote, “Thy word is a lamp 
unto my feet and a light unto my path” (Psalm 119:105).

• The word is seed. When Jesus explained the parable of the sower, He 
began with saying “Now the parable is this, the seed is the word of 
God” (Luke 8:11). In that parable four types of soil are described into 



which seed was sown. In all those soils, save one, the seed germinated 
and the reason why that seed did not germinate was because birds 
came and devoured it before it had opportunity to do so. Peter wrote, 
“Having been begotten again, not of corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides 
forever” (1 Peter 1:23). Jesus told Nicodemus that unless one is born 
(begotten) anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God, or cannot be saved 
(John 3:3, 5). We cannot be born a child unless we are begotten by a 
father, and none can be children of God unless he is begotten by the 
heavenly Father. God’s “begetting power” is through His word, the seed. 
The word has life in it. Peter said to Jesus, “Thou hast the words of 
eternal life” (John 6:68).

• The word is a sword. “The word of God is quick and powerful and 
sharper than any two-edged sword …” (Hebrews 4:12). Man is not likely 
to act unless he is moved to do so, and the process which brings 
salvation to man is his conviction that he is a sinner. Because of this 
knowledge, man seeks the remedy that removes sin. The Spirit’s word is 
to “convict the world of sin” (John 16:8). The Spirit does this work 
through His word. Peter’s words on Pentecost moved thousands to ask, 
“Brethren what shall we do?” (Acts 2:37).

• God’s word will keep us from sin. “Thy word have I hid in my heart that 
I might not sin against thee …” (Psalm 119:11). When one walks 
according to the word he will not sin for sin “is the transgression of 
law” (1 John 3:4). Hiding God’s word in one’s heart will lead us to reject 
the works of the flesh and bear the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 
5:19-23). Following God’s word will keep the church safe from altering 
its worship and work. Paul wrote, “That in me ye might learn not to go 
beyond the things which are written” (1 Corinthians 4:6).

• We will be judged by the word. “He that rejecteth me and receiveth not 
my sayings hath one that judgeth him. The word that I speak, the same 
shall judge him in the last day” (John 12:48). On the final day when all 
shall be judged by God, we will be judged by the word. Nothing is so 
important to that occasion than the word and our obedience to it.

Conclusion
• “As many as are led by the Spirit, these are sons of God” (Romans 

8:14). We must be born of the Spirit to be part of God’s kingdom (John 
3:5). Jesus said, “It is the Spirit which giveth life. The flesh profiteth 
nothing. The words which I have spoken unto you are spirit and are 
life” (John 6:63). But being born again also requires our obedience. “Ye 
are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as 
were baptized into Christ did put on Christ” (Galatians 3:26-27). We are 
sons of God because we are “led by the Spirit.” We are sons of God 



“through faith.” We must believe the words of the Spirit and obey them. 
“He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved” (Mark 16:16). One 
who believes the words of the Spirit must be baptized to be saved.

• The leading of the Spirit through the word is a “birth to death” matter. 
One becomes a child of God by following the words of the Spirit, one 
remains a child by continuing in them. Jesus said, “If ye abide in my 
words then are ye truly my disciples …” (John 8:31-32).


