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“Prince Of Peace”
Isaiah 9:6

Isaiah 9:6 is not usually the first prophecy that comes to mind when one thinks of Christ, 
but the names used (Wonderful, Counsellor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, and 
the Prince of Peace) are packed with significance. The perfection of this King is seen in 
His qualification for ruling (Wonderful, Counsellor), His person and power (Mighty God), 
His relationship to His subjects (Everlasting Father), and the society His rule creates 
(Prince of Peace).

While a few versions (ASV, KJV, NKJV) separate “Wonderful” and “Counsellor,” all the 
other versions combine them into one designation. It seems likely that the prophet 
intends us to understand that the child has four names, not five. The first two suggest 
divine wisdom and power, for the word translated “wonderful” has overtones of deity. 
The last two set forth the ends He accomplished by the exercise of these attributes — 
His fatherly care of His people and the bringing of peace with all its related blessings. In 
the context this quartet of names comes to its climax with “Prince of Peace.” Its 
implications are spelled out in v. 7: “Of the increase of his government and peace there 
shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to 
establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the 
Lord of hosts will perform this.”

Isaiah 9:6-7 alludes back to the promise made to David in 2 Samuel 7:12-17. The 
promise to raise up one of David’s seed to sit and rule was fulfilled in Jesus (Luke 
1:32-33). In Isaiah 22:22, the same idea is expressed by the “key of the house of David” 
that would be on His shoulder (Revelation 3:7). This clearly implies authority (Matthew 
7:29; 21:23-27; 28:20).

It was common in the ancient world for the king ascending to the throne to take a throne 
name for himself. We should not imagine that the name Sargon, which means “The 
King Is Legitimate,” just happened to be the given name of an individual who became 
king (Isaiah 20:1). But beyond that were titles that accredited the king with various 
qualities and accomplishments.

Most names in the ancient world make statements — they are self-contained 
sentences. Many of the statements are about a deity. Monarchs of the Near East often 
received exaggerated adulation from their subjects, especially at their enthronement 
and other ceremonies. In Egypt it was a formal, time-honored practice to bestow a title 
of five names on a pharaoh ascending to the throne as part of the accession ceremony. 
These were an expression of the Egyptian beliefs in the deity of the pharaoh. One can 
easily recognize the deity name in names such as Ashurbanipal, Nebuchadnezzar, or 
Rameses. Anyone familiar with the Bible has noticed how many Israelite names end in -
iah or -el, or start with Jeho- or El-. All of these represent Israel’s God. This type of 

�  of �1 3



name is called a theophoric name, and it affirms the nature of the deity, proclaims the 
attributes of the deity, or requests the blessing of the deity. One way to interpret Isaiah 
9:6 is to understand it as reflecting important theophoric affirmations: The Divine Warrior 
Is a Supernatural Planner, The Sovereign of Time Is a Prince of Peace.

However, Hebrew prophecy was founded on truth, not flattery. The prophets did not 
hesitate to speak stern words of judgment to their political rulers and overlords. In 
contemplating the terms used to describe the kings of Israel and Judah, some kings 
were good, but most were bad. In contrast, Jesus would be a perfect King.

“Peace” is personal fulfillment (2 Kings 22:20), well-being (Genesis 29:6), harmony 
(Exodus 4:18), and peace with God (Numbers 6:26; 25:12; Isaiah 53:5). The verb 
means “to be whole, complete.” “Prince” corresponds to our idea of “administrator.” 
Jesus said in John 14:27, “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the 
world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” He 
said in John 16:33, “These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have 
peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the 
world.” Christ brought peace to all men at His death on the cross. Ephesians 2:14 says, 
“For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of 
partition between us” and Romans 5:1 says, “Therefore being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

This Prince, at one with God and with His people, administers the benefits of peace and 
wholeness in His rule. He is a semper Augustus; i.e. a perpetual increaser of the 
kingdom, not by war, however, but with the spiritual weapons of peace (Luke 17:20-21; 
Romans 14:17; 1 Corinthians 4:20). This rule will be unchanging in its character, without 
end in time — the fulfillment of the throne of David (Psalm 2:8; 72:8-11), reflecting the 
holiness of God in its devotion to justice in practice and righteousness in principle (cp. 
Isaiah 5:16), and guaranteed by the commitment and activity of the Lord.

He is the embodiment of peace come down into the world of nations: “And he shall 
stand and feed in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his 
God; and they shall abide: for now shall he be great unto the ends of the earth. And this 
man shall be the peace, when the Assyrian shall come into our land: and when he shall 
tread in our palaces, then shall we raise against him seven shepherds, and eight 
principal men” (Micah 5:3-5; cp. Zechariah 9:10). To exalt the government of David into 
an eternal rule of peace, is the end for which He is born; and He proves Himself to be 
what He is not only called, but actually is.

Unfortunately, Jesus coming down to earth will not exclusively bring peace into the 
hearts of men. The Lord said in Matthew 10:34-36, “Think not that I am come to send 
peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. For I am come to set a man at 
variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in 
law against her mother in law. And a man’s foes shall be they of his own household.” 
One must remember that peace is established, not by the absence of conflict, but first 
and foremost by the relationship one sustains with his Maker. Because Jesus is the 
“Prince of Peace,” and we have achieved peace between ourselves and God, then the 
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fruit the Spirit produces within us is peace (Galatians 5:22-23). The peace we enjoy 
should be used to produce peace among others (Matthew 5:9). How tragic it is to see 
Christians who gossip and backbite instead of promoting peace among the saints.

Every Christian always prays that the gospel of truth will not be rejected as Jesus 
warned in Matthew 10:34-36, but will be accepted by those who want to be friends with 
God (James 4:4). As always, the condition of the heart is key (Matthew 13:23).
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