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Securing Our Hearts Through Submission -- Jesus
John 8:21-30

Jesus Was Equal With The Father
• The synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) present and explore 

the earthly life of Christ in stunning detail. The gospel of John, however, 
is very different. John’s gospel explores the purpose of Jesus coming to 
the earth. At the forefront of that purpose is that Jesus is the Son of 
God, and therefore equal with God.

• John explains that Jesus’ equality with the Father existed from the 
beginning. John opens his gospel with this statement: “In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The 
same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and 
without him was not any thing made that was made” (1:1-3). When 
Jesus was praying in the garden of Gethsemane before His arrest, He 
said, “And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the 
glory which I had with thee before the world was” (John 17:5).

• The Godhead, which is composed of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, is 
specifically mentioned in the New Testament (Acts 17:29; Romans 1:20; 
Colossians 2:9). It is furthermore implied in God’s language (Genesis 
1:26; 3:22; Isaiah 6:8). Jesus taught that there were three Beings in 
the Godhead when He remarked, “Go ye therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost ...” (Matthew 28:19).

• The Bible teaches that there is a distinct relationship within the 
Godhead. The Father is God (John 20:17). He is distinct from the Son 
(John 8:16) and the Holy Spirit (John 14:26). The Son is God (Hebrews 
1:8). He is distinct from the Father (John 8:16) and the Holy Spirit (Acts 
10:38). The Holy Spirit is God (Acts 5:3-4). He is distinct from the 
Father (John 14:26) and the Son (Acts 10:38).

• The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are all referred to as “God” in the 
scriptures (John 6:25; Hebrews 1:8). All of the attributes of being God 
are found in each One. However, each One also displays a personality. 
Personality is defined as “the quality or fact of being a particular person; 
personal identity, individuality.” All three display the qualities of being an 
individual. The Father wills (Matthew 7:21), speaks (Matthew 3:17), and 
knows (Mark 13:32). The Son wills (John 5:21), works (John 5:17), and 



knows (John 10:14). The Holy Spirit wills (1 Corinthians 12:11), knows 
(1 Corinthians 2:10-11), and reveals (John 16:13).

• A plurality of individuals being referred to as “one” is not unheard of in 
the scriptures. Jesus prayed that all believers would be “one” (John 
17:20-21). Paul used the term in the same way too (1 Corinthians 
12:12-13; Ephesians 5:31). There is a sense in which these Beings are 
one, yet they are still individuals with their own personalities. The 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are all one, but they are not one person. 
The equality of Jesus makes His submission to the Father even more 
remarkable.

Jesus Submitted To The Father
• John 8:29 says, “And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not 

left me alone; for I do always those things that please him.” Several 
other verses in John affirm the submission of Jesus to His Father (4:34; 
5:30; 6:38; 14:31; 15:10; 17:4). Although Jesus was equal with the 
Father, and deserved equal praise, He was willing to submit Himself and 
come down to the earth for the purpose of dying for our sins 
(Philippians 2:6-11; Matthew 20:28). On earth, He took the form of a 
servant, and acted like a servant (John 13:4-5). When He taught His 
disciples to pray, He said when speaking of the Father, “Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10).

• While Jesus was in the garden of Gethsemane, He prayed, “Let this cup 
pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt” (Matthew 
26:39, 42). One of the greatest ways in which Jesus showed His 
submission was during His sufferings (Hebrews 5:8-9). Jesus knew what 
obedience was, but He was willing to test the power of obedience in 
sufferings. He left us a perfect example, and has shown that submissive 
obedience may be manifested even in the deepest of sorrows, when 
many might be tempted to lash out against God.

• Since He knew no sin (2 Corinthians 5:21), He was submissive to His 
parents in every respect. The only time He deviated was when His 
Father’s business took precedence (Luke 2:49; cf. Acts 5:29).

Lessons For Us
• Submission means “to submit to the orders or directives of someone -- 

‘to obey, obedience.’” The word is used in a secular application in Acts 
19:35 when the townclerk was able to get the crowd under control in 
Ephesus.

• In every realm, submission requires humility. In order to have a job, an 
employee must submit to his employer. Likewise, Christians have to 
submit to God. Obedience to the gospel means putting away sin 
(Romans 6:12). When Saul disobeyed God, Samuel told him that 



rebellion (which is anti-submission) is just as bad as witchcraft and 
idolatry (1 Samuel 15:23)! On the other hand, when Samuel 
approached Eli about God’s punishment for the wickedness of his sons, 
Eli said, “And Samuel told him every whit, and hid nothing from him. 
And he said, It is the Lord: let him do what seemeth him good” (1 
Samuel 3:18). We are told to clothe ourselves with humility (1 Peter 
5:5). James 4:6 says, “God … giveth grace to the humble” and vs. 7 
adds, “Submit yourselves therefore to God.” Like the Master, our outlook 
on life’s activities should reflect our submission to the Father: “For that 
ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or 
that” (James 4:15). The humble have secured their hearts through 
submission, and it pays off! Hebrews 12:9 states, “Furthermore we have 
had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them 
reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of 
spirits, and live?”

• Because we are willing to submit to God, there are three other areas in 
which we submit. First, we submit to our parents by honoring them 
(Ephesians 6:1-3; Colossians 3:20). Second, we submit to earthly 
authorities (Romans 13:1; 1 Peter 2:13-17). Third, we submit to each 
other and serve each other (Galatians 5:13; 1 John 3:16-19). 
Submission in these areas proves that we are “crucified with 
Christ” (Galatians 2:20).

• After His resurrection, Jesus went back to the Father (Hebrews 1:1-3). 
His resurrection was God’s stamp of approval on His work. If we are 
faithful until the end of our lives, then we will be raised up and exalted 
(John 5:28-29). During that process on the last day, we will submit to 
Christ, who will then submit Himself to the Father “that God may be all 
in all” (1 Corinthians 15:28).


