
An Overview Of The Bible
Joshua

I. Introduction
A. The book of Joshua is complementary to the five books of Moses, and 

introductory to the new historical group of twelve (Joshua-Esther).
1. The first five books lead up to Canaan. Joshua complements these 

by leading Israel into Canaan. The next twelve books cover Israel’s 
history inside Canaan, to which Joshua serves as an introduction.

2. Thus, it is the “link book” of the Old Testament. It covers a period 
of about 25 years and describes one of the most remarkable 
military campaigns in history.

B. The book is so named because Joshua is its focal figure and probable 
author. For 40 years, Joshua served as minister of Moses (Numbers 
11:28), during which time he became a military commander of Israel 
(Exodus 17:8-13), and it was Joshua and Caleb who had exhibited 
great faith in God by bringing back the only report in favor of invading 
Canaan 38 years earlier.

II. The Book In General
A. Joshua and the theme of the Bible.

1. At the heart of the Bible theme is the Abrahamic covenant of 
Genesis 12:1-3. Included in this covenant was the promise that God 
would give the land of Canaan to the descendants of Abraham.
a) It would be in this “promised land” that God would nourish His 

people and prepare them for the coming Messiah.
b) In Joshua, the Israelites cross over the Jordan and take 

possession of the land according to the divine purpose and 
promise of God.

2. Although 400 years had passed since God made the land promise, it 
is now fulfilled. Can you think of a practical lesson?

3. While the passing of time may cast suspicion on the fulfillment of a 
man-made promise, it should raise no doubts about the integrity of 
God (cf. 2 Peter 3:7-9).

B. The typical significance of Joshua.
1. Canaan is a type of heaven (Hebrews 4:8-11).
2. Canaan is also a type of the church. Canaan was a place of 

conquest through conflict -- Israel must now draw the sword. Also, 
it was possible for Israel to be removed from Canaan if they were 
faithless.
a) All of these have their parallel in spiritual Israel today.
b) Isaiah 62:1-4 discusses life under the Messiah. It would be a 

time when Israel would have a new name (vs. 2; cf. Acts 11:26), 



and would again dwell in Beulah Land. Beulah Land in this 
prophecy speaks not only of their physical inheritance in 
Palestine following the Babylonian captivity (606-536 B.C.), but 
also to a future spiritual inheritance in Christ.

3. Three characteristics of Canaan:
a) Canaan was Israel’s promised rest. Wandering was to give place 

to settled dwelling. They would not even have to build cities and 
houses to live in (Deuteronomy 6:10-11). They could live in 
safety (Leviticus 26:6).

b) Canaan was a place of bounty. This was the land of “milk and 
honey” (cf. Exodus 3:8; Leviticus 26:5; Deuteronomy 11:10-12; 
33:28).

c) Canaan was also the place of triumph. God was calling Israel not 
merely to a conflict but to an assured victory (Deuteronomy 
7:1).

C. Joshua and Ephesians. Note the five point parallel between the earthly 
inheritance opened up through Joshua and the spiritual inheritance 
opened up through Christ in Ephesians.
1. Each was the predestined inheritance of a chosen people (Genesis 

13:14-15; Ephesians 1:3-4).
a) Israel was blessed with all material blessings in earthly places in 

Abraham. We are blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places in Christ.

b) For Israel to enjoy her blessings she must be in the land. 
Likewise, to enjoy the spiritual blessings of Christ one must be in 
the church.

2. Each was opened up by a divinely appointed leader (Joshua 1:6; 
Ephesians 1:18-22).

3. Each was a gift of grace to be received by obedient faith (Ephesians 
2:5-8).

4. Each showed a great revelation of God (Joshua 4:23-24; Ephesians 
3:8-10).

5. Each is described as a scene of conflict.
a) In the earthly Canaan there were giants and cities “walled up to 

heaven.” There were the Hittites, Amorites, and Canaanites who 
were militarily superior to Israel (Deuteronomy 7:1). However, 
they must be destroyed! Conflict was inevitable. Defeat? 
Impossible! Why? They had an invincible alliance with God.

b) So it is with spiritual Canaan (Ephesians 6:12). As no power 
could withstand Joshua, there is no power that can withstand 
Christ!



III. The Lessons Of Joshua
A. Acceptable faith is an obedient faith.

1. The promises of God are conditioned upon man’s obedience.
2. There is no greater example than the fall of Jericho (6:2). However, 

in order to capture the city, the children of Israel had to obey God’s 
instructions (vss. 3-5; cf. Hebrews 11:30).

B. Courage and confidence.
1. Armed with the knowledge that God is faithful, we should possess 

courage and confidence. Such courage is not the result of our own 
abilities, but comes from the trust we have in God.

2. This kind of courage and confidence needs to be characteristic of 
the Lord’s people in every age (Romans 8:31). 

C. The God of heaven is greater than the gods of this world. The events 
involved in the conquest revealed to the world the greatness and 
supremacy of Jehovah. This is demonstrated in the confession of 
Rahab (2:8-11).

D. Rahab and situation ethics. Rahab lies about the location of the spies 
(2:1-6). However, in Hebrews 11:31and James 2:25 she is listed as an 
example of faith. In view of this, some have concluded that God 
endorsed the lie of Rahab, thus approving of “situation ethics.”
1. Situation ethics simply teaches that no act can be automatically 

right or wrong inherently. Rightness or wrongness does not reside 
in an act itself but in what happens because of the act; i.e., the end 
will justify the means. The situation determines right or wrong.

2. The Bible does not teach situation ethics. It is always wrong to 
commit adultery, take God’s name in vain, or steal regardless of the 
situation. Based upon the biblical teaching concerning God’s 
attitude toward lying, we must conclude that God did not approve 
of Rahab’s lie nor does He approve of any lie today, regardless of 
the situation.

3. How was Rahab justified (James 2:25)? Rahab was justified, not 
because she lied, but because she had come to believe in God. She 
was justified in the same way as was David, Abraham, Noah, etc. -- 
all of whom sinned.

4. Although God did not approve of any of their sins, He forgives and 
justifies those who are willing to turn from their sins and repent.

E. Sin in the camp affects the whole camp. Study carefully chapter 7.
1. The city of Jericho was devoted to the Lord for it was the “first 

fruits” of the conquest (6:19). Achan’s sin affected the whole camp 
(7:1).

2. The lesson? Sin has a permeating influence (cf. 1 Corinthians 5:6). 
A failure to deal decisively with sin leads to a tolerant attitude 



toward sin. This could not be condoned in physical Israel nor in 
spiritual Israel today.

F. Joshua and Premillennialism. The premillennialist says that the land 
promise to Abraham was never fulfilled and that Israel must be 
restored to the land today. What does Joshua say (21:43-45)?

G. “Choose you this day …” In Joshua’s farewell address he rehearses the 
history of Israel and noted that their present state demanded that a 
choice be made (24:14-15). How did they answer (24:24)?

IV. The Outline Of Joshua
A. Joshua is a book of graphic movement and conquest.

1. We see Israel going up, winning through, and settling in. Entering, 
overcoming, and occupying! With these three movements in the 
book, there can be no doubt as to its message: The victory of faith.

2. In this, Joshua stands in sharp contrast to Numbers where we see 
the failure of faith -- failure to enter, overcome, and occupy. The 
book is well summarized in 1 John 5:14.

B. The victory of faith.
1. Entering the land (1-5).

a) Joshua charged -- the beginning of faith.
b) Jericho spied -- the work of faith.
c) Jordan crossed -- the crisis of faith.
d) Memorials built -- the witness of faith.
e) Gilgal occupied -- the sealing of faith.

2. Overcoming the land (6-12).
a) Fall of Jericho -- faith triumphant.
b) Sin of Achan -- faith disabled.
c) Defeat of Ai -- faith re-empowered.
d) Guile of Gibeon -- faith endangered.
e) Defeat of all foes -- faith victorious.

3. Occupying the land (13-24).
a) Division of Canaan -- faith rewarded.
b) Cities of refuge -- faith protected.
c) Portion of Levites -- faith preserved.
d) Altar of witness -- faith unified.
e) Farewell of Joshua -- faith to continue.

V. Part One: Entering The Land (1-5)
A. Chapter 1: Joshua charged -- the beginning of faith.

1. Joshua’s assumption of leadership originated in a commission from 
Israel’s Commander-In-Chief (1:1-5).



2. It was grounded in the word of God (1:8). Hence, the beginning of 
faith -- the word of God (Romans 10:17; Hebrews 13:5-6). How did 
the people respond to Joshua (1:16-17)?

B. Chapter 2: Jericho spied -- the work of faith.
1. Having received divine assurance of invincibility, Joshua might 

easily have felt it needless to exercise any military strategy.
2. But here we see the reaction of true faith -- work on the part of 

man. How many spies were sent this time? What was their report?
C. Chapter 3: Jordan crossed -- the crisis of faith.

1. The same crisis of faith had come to the former generation and they 
failed. To be “brought out” of Egypt was different than going “over 
Jordan,” and thus become totally committed. The Jordan was the 
point of no return.

2. Here is an invaluable lesson to us all. There will be a Jordan to cross 
in the life of every Christian from time to time. There will be crises 
that will put our faith on the line. Israel crossed her Jordan -- so 
must we.

D. Chapter 4: Memorials raised -- the witness of faith.
1. Here Israel raised her “Ebenezer” as a monument to the power and 

faithfulness of God. There were two memorials: one on the west 
bank (4:3), and the other in the river itself (4:9). Why were their 
twelve stones?

2. This is one of two times that God divided the Jordan in the Old 
Testament. Can you think of the other?

E. Chapter 5: Gilgal occupied -- the sealing of faith.
1. Before the covenant people draw the sword against the enemy, God 

draws the knife upon them.
2. Circumcision is re-enjoined as the sign of their covenant with God, 

and it indicated their separateness from the people of the land. We, 
too, in crossing the Jordan come to Gilgal (Colossians 2:11-13). 
Why did the manna cease (5:12)?

VI. Part Two: Overcoming The Land (6-12)
A. Chapter 6: The fall of Jericho -- faith triumphant.

1. Faith’s first rule of action is to ascertain the will of God.
2. Faith’s second rule of action is to obey that will implicitly.
3. Faith’s final rule of action is to count God’s will as good as done -- 

the people of Israel gave their shout of victory before the walls had 
actually fallen.

4. Three points about faith in the conquest of Jericho:
a) The seeming folly of it -- nothing seemed more useless.
b) The inner wisdom of it -- God received the glory.
c) The utter triumph of it -- look at the results.



B. Chapter 7: The sin of Achan -- faith disabled.
1. Read vss. 1-11. In all of Israel’s battles after the Jordan, this was 

their only defeat. What a revealing defeat it was!
2. Israel’s first inclination was to attribute blame to God (7:7). She 

had to learn the lesson that sin must be judged and put away. So 
must we.

C. Chapter 8: Victory at Ai -- faith re-empowered.
1. Here we see faith re-empowered and going forth in renewed 

triumph (8:1).
2. Joshua’s battle plan demonstrated great faith in God.

D. Chapter 9: Agreement with Gibeon -- faith endangered.
1. They did not ask the counsel of God.
2. They were to show no mercy to anyone (Deuteronomy 7:2).

E. Chapter 10-12: The defeat of all foes -- faith all-victorious.
1. In chapter 10 military alliances were struck among the kings of 

Canaan.
2. It was to no avail. Israel was marching (10:11-14; 11:23).

VII.Part Three: Occupying The Land (13-24)
A. Chapters 13-19: The dividing of Canaan -- faith rewarded.
B. Chapter 20: The cities of refuge -- faith protected.

1. There were six cities of refuge in all: three on both sides of the 
Jordan.

2. The purpose of the cities is given in 20:9.
C. Chapter 21: The portion of Levi -- faith preserved.

1. The Levites are given 48 cities. The distribution of the Levites was 
the Lord’s provision for the preservation of Israel’s faith.

2. Israel had entered by faith. They had overcome by faith. That faith 
must now be maintained. Maintained faith was the condition of 
maintained blessing.

D. Chapter 22: The altar of witness -- faith unified.
1. The tribes who had settled on the east side of Jordan raised a 

monument to show their unity to the other tribes.
2. However, had they settled on the west side with the other tribes in 

the promised place of blessing, no such artificial monument would 
have been needed.

E. Chapter 23-24: The farewell of Joshua -- faith must continue.
1. Joshua is now aged. For some years Israel had been enjoying the 

rest and plenty of Canaan. What of the future? All depended on 
whether or not Israel would remain faithful to the covenant.

2. Joshua was concerned. Seven times he refers to the idolatrous 
nations still left in Canaan. He knew the snare they would be to 
Israel. Therefore, he commanded three safeguards:



a) There must be an adherence to God’s word (23:6).
b) There must be a continual separation from the Canaanite nations 

(23:7).
c) There must be a cleaving to the Lord with real and fervent love 

(23:8-11).
VIII.Conclusion

A. With the distribution and settlement of the land of Canaan the Lord’s 
promise to the patriarchs was fulfilled. God had truly blessed His 
people (cf. 21:43-45).

B. Although the Canaanites continued to reside among the Israelites in 
some places, the land as a whole was firmly under their control.


