
An Overview Of The Bible
1 Samuel

I. Introduction
A. Having left Ruth, we now turn to a new chapter in the fascinating story 

of the development of God’s earthly people. The “First Book of 
Samuel” introduces the three “double books” of the Old Testament -- 
1-2 Samuel, 1-2 Kings, and 1-2 Chronicles. These three double-books 
together form a complete section. They record for us the rise and fall 
of the Israelite monarchy.

B. First Samuel marks a definite historical period, running from the birth 
of Samuel (the last of the judges), to the death of Saul (the first of the 
kings). It covers a period of about 115 years.

C. For sheer interest, 1 Samuel has few peers. Not only does it recount 
eventful history; it is eventful history interwoven with the biographies 
of three of the most colorful personalities in Israel’s history – Samuel, 
Saul, and David.

II. The Lessons Of 1 Samuel
A. God’s providence at work.

1. First Samuel is a wonderful divine commentary on divine providence 
replete with illustrations of the words of Paul (Romans 8:28).

2. We see the providence of God at work in the birth and early training 
of those who would become His greatest agents (cf. Moses, 
Samson, Daniel, John the Baptist, etc.). Samuel would be no 
different.

3. As 1 Samuel begins, childless Hannah immediately teaches us an 
invaluable lesson about dealing with disappointment (vss. 1-10). 
And yet, armed with faith in her God she prayed persistently (vss. 
10, 12, 15) as Jesus Himself would later teach (Luke 18:1-8).

4. God granted her petition and Samuel (“God has heard”) was born. 
He became the greatest figure in Israel’s history between Moses 
and David, and this was not by accident.

B. Parental discipline.
1. First Samuel presents a contrast between the children of Eli the 

priest and Samuel, the child of Elkanah and Hannah (1:3; cf. 
1:26-28; 2:12, 17; cf. 2:18, 21; 2:22, 25; cf. 2:26).

2. Eli appears to have been a pious man, but his tragic downfall was in 
the raising of his children.
a) He reproved them but did not restrain them from their ungodly 

acts (2:29). As a result, God prophecies concerning tragedy in 
the house of Eli (2:34-35).



b) The second part of this prophecy is two-fold. First, it finds a 
physical fulfillment in Samuel. Second, it finds a spiritual 
fulfillment in Christ.

3. But what a lesson on parental discipline!
a) Eli threatened, reproved, and counseled (instructive discipline), 

but took no steps of corrective measures.
b) Had he been unable to stop them as a father, he should have 

been able as a high priest, but he could not bring himself to be 
harsh with his boys for he “loved them too much to hurt them.”

4. There are too many parents like Eli. We have been told too long by 
so-called “experts” that corrective discipline will not work. As a 
result we attribute our children’s behavior to an “identity crisis,” 
“seeking supportive peer group approval,” or “stages of disaffection 
or alienation.”
a) And what of that advice? Take a good long look at the kind of 

society produced by that kind of child psychology.
b) Instructive discipline will not work unless it is backed up with 

reinforcement (cf. Proverbs 13:24; 29:15; Hebrews 12:6-11).
C. Getting what you want may be more than you bargained for.

1. The request. As we note the transition from judges to kings, we see 
that the change-over came at the insistence of the people. Chapter 
8 becomes the turning point: “Give us a king” (8:5).

2. The response. Notice Samuel’s reaction in vs. 6 and the divine 
response in vs. 7. We can make three observations about their 
demand for a king:
a) The reason for it -- the degeneracy of Samuel’s sons (vs. 5).
b) The inner motive behind it -- so they might become like the 

other nations (vs. 5).
c) The bottom line -- Israel had rejected God! Samuel solemnly 

warns them of the consequences of their request. A king would 
take their sons and daughters, fields and vineyards, a part of 
their produce, flocks, and possessions. No doubt Samuel’s words 
accurately depicted the monarchal governments which then 
existed around Israel.

3. The result. Israel had grown weary of a theocratic form of 
government which made their well-being dependent on their 
righteousness.
a) Perhaps they reasoned a government under a human king would 

relieve them somewhat of responsibility. And yet, they forgot to 
consider that their king would be directly responsible to God and 
they through him.



b) God punished His people by letting them have their way. Yes, 
Israel got what she wanted but in doing so she had to forfeit the 
precious liberties which had so richly blessed her thus far.

4. Righteousness -- the key! First Samuel echoes loudly the statement 
of the Proverb writer who said, “Righteousness exalts a nation, but 
sin is a disgrace to any people” (14:34).
a) In chapter 4 a battle rages and Israel is defeated (vss. 1-2). The 

people asked the right question in vs. 3 but came up with the 
wrong answer by sending to Shiloh and bringing back the ark of 
the covenant -- as if the ark itself would magically save them in 
spite of their sins. It did not (vs. 10). The glory had departed 
from Israel not when the ark was taken, but when Eli’s sons 
corrupted the moral and spiritual fiber of the nation (vss. 21-22).

b) What a lesson for us! A lot of Christians feel that the mere 
presence of a Bible in the home or their name on a “church roll” 
is a guarantee of God’s presence. The witness of Israel declares 
otherwise! Only when they had repented and rendered true 
heart service to God did they attain victory (7:3-4). So it is with 
us. There can be no substitute for obedience in righteousness.

D. Details are important too! Saul had to be reminded of this on more 
than one occasion (13:8-14; 15:3, 9, 13-23).

E. Faith is the victory!
1. David and Goliath is an amazing account. Who is not inspired to 

greater courage and spiritual determination after recalling the ruddy 
young Judean shepherd boy who (armed with the only armor he 
knew -- faith in God) defeated the Philistine giant.

2. True faith in God is able to conquer enemies and obstacles at which 
mere human courage trembles.

III. The Outline Of 1 Samuel
A. The central message.

1. First Samuel is the book of transition from theocracy to monarchy; 
and the book of three remarkable men. If we remember this, we 
cannot easily forget the central, spiritual message of the book.

2. God had called Israel into a unique relationship with Himself; and 
God Himself was Israel’s invisible King. Through disobedience the 
people brought chastisement upon themselves, but mistakenly 
attributed it to the fact that they had no human and visible king.

3. The fateful choice is recorded in chapter 8. It was a regressive step 
for the people. It was the way of human wisdom, not faith in God. 
It was taking the lower level. It was a refusing of God’s best for 
second best -- and there was all the difference in the two.



4. The people thought that having a visible monarch would solve all 
their problems and make everything wonderfully easier. But it only 
brought new troubles. This is what happens when we choose less 
than God’s best.

B. Theocracy to monarchy.
1. Samuel: The last of the judges (1-7).
2. Saul: The first of the kings (8-15).
3. David: The anointed successor (16-31).

C. Of course, the three accounts overlap somewhat. Samuel lives well 
into the reign of Saul, and also lives to see David rise to prominence; 
Saul continues his reign until David is 30 years old.
1. In the first seven chapters, Samuel is the prominent figure. In the 

next eight chapters all focus is on Saul, and Samuel is in the 
background.

2. In the remaining chapters, although Saul is still reigning, there is 
no mistaking that the main attention is now on David.

IV. Samuel -- The Last Of The Judges (1-7)
A. As a character study, Samuel has few peers and as a factor in the 

early growth of his nation he is equaled only by Moses. The 
appearance of Samuel marks the beginning of two institutions: the 
monarchy and the prophetic office.

B. The prophetic office. There were those in Israel, even before Samuel’s 
time, on whom the mantle of prophecy had fallen (Numbers 11:25; 
Judges 6:8). Moses himself is called a prophet in Deuteronomy 18:18. 
But there was no organized prophetic office until Samuel. Samuel 
founded the schools of the prophets and originated the prophetic 
order. In a very real sense, he was “the first of the prophets” (Acts 
3:24; 8:20; Hebrews 11:32).

C. His timely appearing. Scarcely had Moses and his generation passed 
before the people reverted to a lifestyle of wickedness; and instead of 
realizing the grand ideal which their lawgivers had sketched for them, 
they sank lower and lower until the nation was in jeopardy of breaking 
up.
1. The Philistines, exhibiting one of the mightiest fighting forces of the 

then known world, were fast reducing Israel to a subject race.
2. But just when it seemed that Israel would be crushed, Samuel 

appears. Never did times seem more hopeless; yet Samuel arrested 
the nation’s decay, built up the kingdom, and planted it on the 
pathway of righteousness.

3. Samuel, then, is a significant figure. He ends the period of the 
judges; he heads the order of the prophets; he places Israel’s first 



king on the throne, and later lives to anoint the greatest of Israel’s 
kings -- David.

V. Saul -- The First Of The Kings (7-15)
A. Saul, the first king of Israel, is one of the most striking and tragic 

figures ever to grace the stage of history. In some ways he is a giant; 
in others very small. In some ways he is commandingly handsome; in 
others definitely ugly. He began so reassuringly, but declined so 
disappointingly, and ended so wretchedly. Never has life offered the 
hand of blessing and opportunity in such vast proportions as was 
offered to Saul.

B. His early promise. 
1. He possessed striking physical superiority (9:2). He had health, 

height, and handsomeness.
2. Saul exhibited highly commendable qualities of disposition. We note 

his modesty (9:21); his concern for his father (9:5); his courage 
(11:6); his strong love (16:21); and his energetic antagonism for 
evil (28:3).

3. God had equipped Saul for the challenge (10:6, 9). He gave Saul a 
band of men who were equally dedicated to the same cause 
(10:26). He had a trusty counselor at his side. And, if this were not 
enough, God signaled the beginning of his reign with a spectacular 
military victory which set the new king high in the confidence of the 
people (11).
a) Such was the beginning. Rich in natural endowments, specially 

equipped with divine help, the future was nothing but bright.
b) His call to be king was a one in a million opportunity, but he 

threw it away.
C. His later decline.

1. Defection, declension, degeneration, disaster -- all describe the 
events that would follow. The first defection occurs early (chapter 
13). It was an act of presumption.

2. The next default follows quickly (chapter 14). He here commits the 
sin of rash willfulness by sending his men into battle unprepared 
and without guidance.

3. In chapter 15 comes even greater failure. Here is a blend of 
disobedience and deceit (cf. vs. 17). Humility had given way to 
arrogance.

4. From this point the decline is steep. He gives in to petty jealousy 
until it turns into malice against David. Three times he tries to kill 
David. Well does Saul say in 26:21, “I have sinned.”



D. His final failure.
1. His downgrade course finally leads him to the witch of Endor. This 

giant wreck of a man who once enjoyed direct counsel from heaven 
now seeks the spiritist. Witchcraft and then suicide! Saul is no 
more. David himself later lamented, “O, how the mighty have 
fallen.”

2. What caused his downfall? It was self-will. Saul’s two besetting sins 
were presumption and disobedience to God; and behind both these 
inclinations was an impulsive, unsubdued self-will.

3. We can trace four progressive stages in Saul’s ruin:
a) Self-sensitiveness.
b) Self-assertiveness.
c) Self-centeredness.
d) Self-destructiveness.

VI. David -- The Anointed Successor (16-31)
A. And there is David. What a character. What a story.
B. So much could be said about him. So much needs to be said about 

him. But we will leave him to a future study.

VII.Conclusion
A. We close with the words of the Hebrew writer as our thoughts are still 

of Saul: “He being dead yet speaks” (11:4). In very sad tones the 
voice of Saul still speaks and we would do well to listen.

B. He tells us that the one vital condition for the true fulfillment of life is 
obedience to the will of God. He was anointed to be the executor of a 
will higher than his own. He could only rule his subjects beneath him 
to the extent in which he obeyed the supreme King above him. So it is 
with us (Revelation 5:10).

C. He tells us that to let “self” get the upper hand in our life is to miss the 
best and court the worst. The Philistines were not Saul’s worst enemy. 
His worst enemy was himself. He tells us that advantages are not in 
themselves the guarantee of success. Saul failed when he did not have 
to fail.

D. He tells us that a man “plays the fool” when he neglects his best 
friends (as Saul did with Samuel); or when he goes on enterprises for 
God before God sends him; or when he disobeys God in small matters; 
or when he tries to cover up disobedience by a religious excuse; or 
when he allows jealousy and hate to enslave him; etc.


