
An Overview Of The Bible
2 Samuel

I. Introduction
A. Second Samuel recounts the life of Israel’s greatest monarch. David, 

the ruddy-complected Judean shepherd boy; David, the man of faith 
and courage; David, the man who exhibited such a marvelous and 
noble attitude toward the word of God; David, the poet of his people; 
David, the ancestry of the Messiah; and David, “the man after God’s 
own heart.”
1. He was the hero of Israel. Heroes are people who step out of the 

ranks of mediocrity and courageously accept the challenges of life. 
They have the stamina to stand, the strength to be strong, the faith 
to fight, and the courage to conquer.

2. He was at once a shepherd, a singer, a soldier, and the sovereign of 
ancient Israel. But he was also a sinner. A sinner whose actions 
violated the will of God and as a result, the king found himself 
without immunity to the consequences of transgression.

3. On the one hand, David’s political and military victories brought 
Israel to a place of world prominence. But the secret sins of his 
personal life ultimately brought about his downfall. His is a lesson 
that needs to be learned. His is a story that needs to be told.

B. The book of 2 Samuel is the book of David’s reign. Covering a period 
of 40 years, it begins immediately after Saul’s demise and closes just 
prior to David’s death. The authorship of 2 Samuel is uncertain. Most 
Bible students believe that 1 Samuel 1-24 was written by Samuel and 
the remainder of 1 Samuel and all of 2 Samuel were penned by the 
prophets Nathan and Gad (cf. 1 Chronicles 29:29).

II. The Lessons Of 2 Samuel
A. Faith vs. fear -- a lesson on courage.

1. Already as a lad, David had accepted the challenge of bravery when 
(armed with the only armor he knew -- faith in God) he fought the 
giant Goliath. David won over Goliath but more importantly, faith 
won over fear.

2. There would be other battles to follow.
a) First, Saul’s son Ish-bosheth usurps the power in the north, 

resulting in civil war between Israel (led by Abner) and Judah 
(led by Joab). Intrigue, assassination, and defection marked the 
beginning of David’s reign.
(1) But David waited. He did not try to force himself to the 

throne by armed power for he knew that God had appointed 
him and that God would not fail in His purpose and promise.



(2) So David waited and David prayed (2:1). As a result, God’s 
witness of protection and provision was made evident (3:1).

b) Second, toward the conclusion of David’s reign, there was 
turmoil from within. His own son seized an opportunity to usurp 
his father’s throne.
(1) Armed with an appealing charisma and with a majority of the 

populous behind him (15:12), Absalom reigned in Jerusalem.
(2) Yet, David’s marvelous attitude continued to manifest itself 

(16:30-31;18:33). As a result of David’s confidence in God, 
he was restored as king.

B. Faith vs. pride -- a lesson on humility.
1. David walked away from victory after victory. Now he was 

challenged by a king’s greatest opposition -- pride (it was pride that 
had destroyed his predecessor Saul).

2. Yet, it is here that the humility of God’s servant shines the brightest 
(Psalm 8:3-4; 33:16-18,20; 61:1-2).

C. Faith vs. anxiety -- a lesson on security.
1. David’s godly and successful life made him the target of ungodly 

men (Psalm 69:4). Much of his life was spent trying to avoid 
assassination.

2. First there was Saul, then civil discontent in Israel, and finally 
Absalom. Faith and anxiety was a major battle in David’s life (cf. 
Psalm 23:1-6).

D. Faith vs. revenge -- a lesson on patience.
1. Though hounded, pursued, and troubled by his enemies, David 

would never hate his antagonists.
2. Twice he could have easily snuffed out the life of Saul, but David 

refused to touch “the Lord’s anointed” (cf. Matthew 5:43-44).
E. Faith vs. lust -- a lesson in self-control.

1. This was the darkest chapter in David’s life. We see our hero fail 
miserably in the battle against the lust of the flesh (11:1-2).

2. The man who had been “after God’s own heart,” now is filled with 
selfish motives (Matthew 15:19). Note the sins produced by David’s 
evil heart:
a) Idleness, lustful thoughts, coveting his neighbors wife, adultery, 

lying, murder, and above all -- ammunition for the enemy 
(12:14).

b) Oh, the passing pleasures of sin! Hear David as he cries out, “For 
I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before 
me” (Psalm 51:3).

F. Faith vs. obstinacy -- a lesson on repentance.
1. David’s faith was again challenged -- this time by self-will.



2. Once a person is overcome by sin, the tendency is to stubbornly 
continue in sin. But not David (cf. 12:13; Psalm 32:3, 5, 9-10; 
51:4, 10).

G. Faith vs. greed -- a lesson on gratitude.
1. Many have the faith to overcome persecutions, fear, and revenge, 

but few endure prosperity.
2. David was prosperous. As a king, David had talents of silver and 

gold, the royal residence, and the wealth of the kingdom.
3. Yet every talent of silver, piece of gold, precious stone, and valuable 

jewel was a threat to David’s faith. But again David proves to be 
our hero of faith.
a) He warns about trusting in riches (Psalm 52:7).
b) He knew the value of sacrifice (2 Samuel 24:24). His life was a 

continual lesson on thanksgiving, sharing, and sacrificing.
H. Faith vs. despair -- a lesson on hope.

1. How many of us would have given up? Overtaken by despair at the 
death of a child we would have the tendency to throw in the towel, 
deny our faith, and announce to the world, “It’s God’s fault!” Note 
the reverent, hopeful expression of David in 12:20-23.

2. Later, at the death of another son (18:33), David’s faith in God 
continued to manifest itself when in chapter 19 he spoke to the 
people, encouraging them; and in so doing, faith won another 
victory over despair.

3. Even faced with his own imminent death, David expressed a solid 
hope based upon the firm foundation of faith in God (Psalm 23:4).

III. The Outline Of 2 Samuel
A. The second book of Samuel falls into two distinct parts. David’s great 

sin, recorded in chapters 11-12, marks the sad divide -- right in the 
middle of the book and right in the middle of David’s 40 year reign.
1. Up until now all goes triumphantly for the new king; but after this 

there are knots and tangles, grievous blows, and tragic trials.
2. In the first part, we sing David’s triumphs. In the second part, we 

mourn his troubles.
B. Triumphs, transgression, and trouble.

1. David’s triumphs (1-12).
a) King over Judah at Hebron (1-4). This was a civil war period (7 

years).
b) King over Israel at Jerusalem (5-12). This was a conquest period 

(13 years).
2. David’s troubles (13-24).

a) Trouble in the family (13-18) -- Amnon’s sin to Absalom’s revolt.
b) Trouble in the nation (19-24) -- Sheba’s revolt to the pestilence.



C. Central spiritual message.
1. The spiritual message is clear: triumphs will be turned into trouble 

through transgression. Chapters 1-12 speak of triumph through 
faith while the remaining section tells of trouble through sin.

2. Second Samuel emphasizes that all sin, whether in king or 
commoner, the high or low, certainly brings its bitter consequences.

3. Sin is the great destroyer! Like a giant California redwood that will 
fall without the aid of saw, fire, or dynamite simply because 
thousands of tiny insects have been eating away at its very heart -- 
so it is with sin. The signs of decay may go unnoticed until the 
crash is heard, but the crash will be heard! There can be no sinning 
without suffering and consequences.
a) David’s sin with Bathsheba was no sudden collapse of his moral 

values, but rather was the outgrowth of an undisciplined life 
given to passion, polygamy, and idle pleasure. It was the 
culmination of a process.

b) When temptation came, David had no willpower to resist. He 
saw, he inquired, he yielded; and the crash would be heard for 
generations to come in the form of treachery, immorality, 
jealously, incest, rebellion, revolt, and murder in David’s own 
family (cf. James 1:14-15).

IV. David’s Triumphs (1-12)
A. David at Hebron.

1. The book opens with David lamenting over Saul, “O, how the 
mighty have fallen!” are words that have rung through the ages. 
Beginning in 2:1, the Lord instructs His servant to go up to Hebron. 
There he would reign for seven years over Judah only, because the 
other tribes would not accept Saul’s successor.

2. At the instigation of Abner (captain of Saul’s army), Ish-bosheth, a 
son of the deceased Saul, was proclaimed king; and to Ish-bosheth 
the tribes other than Judah gathered.
a) Yet, here Israel misunderstood God’s plan for the monarchy. At 

this time hereditary succession to the throne was not yet 
established. It would be God’s choice (David) not Saul’s heir 
(Ish-bosheth) who would be king.

b) Even if hereditary succession was to be followed, Saul’s true heir 
was Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan, and Jonathan had 
renounced all claims for himself and his house, in favor of David. 
Even Abner and Israel’s leadership knew that David was the 
Lord’s anointed (3:9-10, 17-18; 5:2).



c) So why did Israel refuse David at first?
(1) Perhaps it was a jealous fear in Abner’s mind that he would 

not retain his position of leadership under David.
(2) Perhaps it was because Israel’s faith in David was shaken 

when he went to sojourn among the Philistines in order to 
escape Saul.

3. Finally, in chapter 5, David is crowned over all Israel. At this time 
he transfers the seat of government from Hebron to Jerusalem. The 
people speak (5:1-2). 
a) They acknowledged that David’s right to the kingship rested on a 

three-fold basis:
(1) His human kinship -- “We are your bone and your flesh.”
(2) His proven merit -- “You were the one who led Israel in and 

out.”
(3) His divine warrant -- “And the Lord said unto you …”

b) Would we be out of order to relate this to Christ’s right of 
kingship over us?
(1) He is our kinsman (Hebrews 2:11).
(2) He is our Savior of proven merit -- He espoused our cause 

and fought our foe thus bringing us in to the Lord.
(3) He is our King by divine warrant (Philippians 2:9-11).

B. The Davidic covenant.
1. Chapter 7:12-13 is the fourth key prophecy in God’s plan of 

salvation (cf. Genesis 3:15; 12:1-3; 49:10). There is a definite 
development in these prophecies.
a) First, in the case of Adam -- the Messiah would come from 

mankind in general.
b) Second, in the case of Abraham -- He would be from a specific 

nation (Israel).
c) Third, in the case of Jacob -- He would come from one tribe in 

the nation (Judah).
d) And now the prophecy is stated that He will come from one 

family in that tribe -- the family of David. It is no wonder that 
Matthew begins the New Testament with the words, “Jesus 
Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.”

C. The Davidic covenant -- a two-fold fulfillment.
1. We have previously stated the divine order of first the natural and 

then the spiritual (1 Corinthians 15:46-47). So it is with the Davidic 
covenant in 7:12-13.

2. Solomon would be David’s immediate descendant and it would be 
he who would build the glorious temple for God.

3. However, the passage also speaks of the coming of Jesus Christ, the 
descendant of David. It would be Christ who would build the 



spiritual house for the Lord -- the church. Hebrews 1:5 quotes 2 
Samuel 7 and applies it to Christ.

D. Israel at its zenith.
1. In chapters 8-10, Israel is at its peak. On the road David is a 

victorious warrior. At home, a capable administrator. Never before 
has Israel been such a power among the nations.

2. In 8:12, 14 we find a list of seven surrounding powers subdued by 
David.
a) The secret behind David’s success (8:14).
b) The reason for Israel’s solidarity (8:15).

3. In these chapters we read of the military skill and the clever 
generalship of David. At his death, he gave to Solomon a united 
empire extending from “the river of Egypt” to the Euphrates, and 
from the Red Sea to Lebanon. His reign was truly a noble epoch in 
Hebrew history.

V. David’s Troubles (13-24)
A. Nowhere is the honesty and faithfulness of the scriptures better 

illustrated.
B. Had the writing of the Bible been left merely to human hands, it would 

not have contained this section.
C. David’s guilt is thus exposed without the slightest attempt to cover it 

or excuse it.

VI. Conclusion
A. “Few of the historical figures in the world have been formed in a bigger 

mold. In spite of his sins, awful blunders, and moral falls, he stands 
out as one of the world’s master-minds; a far-seeing statesman, a 
gifted thinker and poet, a brilliant soldier, a man of charming 
personality and winsome attractiveness, a man of infinite patience and 
unwearying energy, and every inch a king” (J. B. Greenbough).

B. We close with the repentant words of David who did not see his sin as 
a mistake, a sin against his family, his neighbor, or himself. But rather 
he realized, and we must realize, that when we sin -- we sin against 
God. Then said David to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” And 
God said to Samuel, “I have found the man. A man after My own 
heart. A man who will do all My will” -- David!


