
An Overview Of The Bible 
1 Kings 

I. Introduction 
A. The books of Kings bespeak both the height of the glory as well as the 

depth of tragedy in Hebrew history. It is here that one reads of the 
splendors of Solomon, the faithful ministries of Elijah and Elisha, the 
godly reigns of Hezekiah and Josiah, and also the ungodly domination 
of kings — Jeroboam, Ahab, and Manasseh. 
1. The books of Kings open with the accession of Solomon (970 B.C.), 

and closes with the destruction of Jerusalem (586 B.C.). At the 
beginning we see the temple built, at the end we see the temple 
burnt. 

2. The two books together cover a period of about 400 years of which 
1 Kings covers only a fourth (970-850 B.C.). 

B. Who is the author? Both the language and the unity of purpose of the 
two books seem to point to a single writer. Jewish tradition says that 
the writer is the prophet Jeremiah. 

C. The purpose of 1 Kings is not so much to provide a record of national 
events during Solomon’s reign and the divided kingdom, as it is to 
convey a message. That message is that God’s people are expected to 
keep His commandments. There is blessing in so doing and 
consequences in failure. 
1. We observe too that each king’s reign is judged not on political, 

economic, or social grounds, but on religious grounds. 
2. This is illustrated by the rule of kings like Omri of Israel (16:21-28) 

who was of great importance politically, but who is dismissed with 
eight verses and summarized in one statement: “But Omri wrought 
evil in the eyes of the Lord, and did worse than all that were before 
him” (16:25). 

3. Naturally, 1 Kings proves that as the king goes, so goes the nation. 
As the king would bear the consequences of sin, so would the 
nation (cp. 14:16). 

D. First Kings and the message of the Bible. 
1. The basic theme of the Bible is the salvation of man through Jesus 

Christ. The Messiah would come from the seed of Abraham, the 
tribe of Judah, and the family of David. 

2. Nowhere is the preservation of David’s family seen any clearer than 
in 1 Kings. God punished the descendants of Judah when they 
sinned, but because of His promise, David’s seed was preserved 
(11:13, 39). 



3. God’s providential hand is working in the affairs of His people, 
preserving David’s seed until the Christ should come. 

II. The Lessons Of 1 Kings 
A. The value of righteousness. 

1. The book opens with an aging father’s advice to his son in 2:2-4a. 
Righteousness is the dominant theme in David’s charge. 

2. And yet, unrighteousness becomes the dominant theme in most of 
the characters in Israel’s remaining biblical history. 
a) First, there were the sins of Solomon who multiplied gold 

(10:14-22), horses (10:26), wives (11:1-8), and who finally fell 
headlong into the trap of idolatry. Then, there was the rebel 
Jeroboam who instituted calf worship, thus leading Israel to sin. 

b) In the years following, one finds that Israel had a brief history of 
209 years in which 19 kings reigned, all of whom are said to 
have done evil. Because of their unrighteousness, the northern 
kingdom of Israel came to an end in 722 B.C. with the overthrow 
of Samaria by the Sargon II-led Assyrian army. 

c) The kingdom of Judah fared slightly better. The southern 
kingdom maintained a history of 345 years in which 19 kings 
likewise reigned. Of these, only Hezekiah and Josiah are given 
unqualified commendation (2 Kings 18-20, 22-23). Because 
Judah failed to learn the lesson of Israel, she too came to an end 
in 586 B.C., when the Babylonian army under King 
Nebuchadnezzar marched on Jerusalem and destroyed it. 

3. Thus, we see the value and merit of righteousness as well as the 
calamity and consequence of unrighteousness. And what of our 
own? We are the richest, best fed, best clothed, most powerful, 
most influential, and most advanced of any nation. But is that the 
determination of greatness and superiority (Psalm 9:17 Proverbs 
14:34; 33:12)? 

4. This nation has done basically what Israel did — it worships the 
created rather than the Creator. While the first commandment 
condemns idolatry of any sort, it does enjoin: (1) the reality of God; 
(2) the authority of God; and, (3) submission by man to that 
authority. When we respect that, our blessings are innumerable and 
our possibilities limitless. 

B. Believing a lie. 
1. Chapter 13 tells of the disobedient prophet and of the potentiality of 

believing a lie. He was courageous (vss. 1-3), free from personal 
ambition (vs. 7), and refused reward for simply doing his duty (vs. 
7). 



2. Yet, here was a man who believed a lie, disobeyed God, and had to 
suffer the consequences (vss. 20-22, 24). Think of how many 
lessons are applicable from this section of scripture. 
a) It does make a difference what we believe. Sincerity is not an 

equivalent with acceptance (cp. Proverbs 16:25; Acts 26:29). 
b) It is possible to believe a lie. To believe some lies is of little 

consequence (e.g., if one believes the earth to be flat he will not 
be condemned by God), but to believe a lie which leads to 
disobedience is sin (2 Thessalonians 2:11-12). 

C. Elijah and total commitment. 
1. Chapter 18 speaks of total commitment. Israel had grown weary in 

worshiping God and sought more variety in their religion. 
2. Elijah appears on the scene and preaches a sermon that was clear 

and to the point. The sin of the people had not been in rejecting the 
worship of God, but in trying to worship both God and Baal. He 
began with a question (vs. 21) followed by a challenge (vss. 
22-24), concluding with the contest itself (vs. 25-40). 

3. Finally, it was the prophet’s turn (vs. 30). In contrast to the loud, 
boisterous praying of Baal’s followers, Elijah offered a simple prayer 
of faith to God (vs. 37). The result occurs in vss. 38-39. The people 
(for the moment) became totally committed. 

4. The Bible proclaims that God deserves all of our allegiance. Mutual 
exclusiveness is the center of the religion of God. He wants all our 
service or none of it (Joshua 24:15; Matthew 6:24; 12:30; James 
4:4; Revelation 3:15). 

D. Discouragement affects everyone. 
1. When we reflect on the life of Elijah, we see the raising of the 

widow’s son, the miraculous stopping of the rain, and the Carmel 
contest — all mountain tops of victory for Elijah. 

2. Yet, Elijah was a man who not only knew the thrill of victory but the 
agony of defeat as well. 
a) In the very next chapter following the great victory for the Lord 

on Mt. Carmel, we see Elijah despairing of his life. 
(1) He was physically exhausted (18:46). 
(2) He was afraid (19:3). 
(3) He thought himself a failure (19:4). 
(4) He felt a lack of support (19:10). 

b) Discouragement is the greatest tool of the devil. He may not 
affect you with worldly enticements, false doctrine, or 
persecution — but he knows that if he can only discourage you, 
he has won the battle! There is no reason for the Christian to be 
continually discouraged. Elijah needed to be reminded of Romans 
8:31 and so do we! 



E. The power of influence. 
1. “Influence” simply means the power to affect others. Everyone has 

it and no one can lose it. You may lose your good influence but still 
retain influence — bad influence. 

2. First Kings illustrates the power of the bad example in the wives of 
Solomon (1 Corinthians 15:33), Jeroboam (14:16), and Jezebel. 
But then consider the other side (cp. 15:11; 22:41, 43). One 
important point to remember: You will die but your influence will 
not! 

III.The Outline Of 1 Kings 
A. The great 40 year reign of Solomon (1-11). 

1. Solomon’s accession and early acts (1-4). 
2. Solomon’s temple and palace (5-8). 
3. Solomon’s fame and glory (9-10). 
4. Solomon’s declension and demise (11). 

B. The first 80 years of the two kingdoms (12-22). 
1. Accession of Rehoboam: the disruption (12). 
2. Judah kings: Rehoboam to Jehoshaphat (13-22). 
3. Israel kings: Jeroboam to Ahaziah (13-22). 
4. The ministry of Elijah (17-22). 

IV. King Solomon 
A. His rise (1-2). 

1. Solomon was a teenager when he ascended to the throne. His early 
accession was marred by a conspiracy of Adonijah, David’s oldest 
son, who aspired to the throne. Adonijah thought that he could 
bring off his coup on the grounds of: (1) David’s senility; (2) 
Solomon’s immaturity; and, (3) his own suitability as being the 
favorite son of David, and a very attractive person (1:6). 

2. His cause was further enhanced when he received the backing of 
Joab, the leader of the army, and Abiathar, head of the priesthood. 
a) But the strategy was aborted through the work of Nathan the 

prophet who proclaimed and anointed Solomon to be David’s 
successor. 

b) Chapter two is David’s death-bed charge to Solomon. Included in 
it is the charge to execute Joab and Shimei (2:5-6, 8-9). Was 
David being vindictive and revengeful? No, just the contrary. He 
had shown his personal attitude to both of these men already. 
He had generously tolerated Joab for years and had pardoned 
the cursing of Shimei. His death-bed words are uttered not from 
private vengeance but from the standpoint of public duty. 



3. The law was clear (Numbers 35:31-33; Deuteronomy 19:13). Joab 
had murdered Abner and Amasa in cold blood. Shimei had been 
guilty of treason coupled with blasphemy. As the king, David is 
responsible for maintaining the law; and it is this which lies behind 
his charge to Solomon. Dr. J. C. Porter said, “At the close of his life, 
David has roused to a sense of his neglect of duty. The kingdom 
was in peril. Divine vengeance was impending over it. He was then 
too weak to carry out the law. He was at the point of death; but, as 
the representative of the Divine Lawgiver and Judge, he 
pronounced sentence upon the criminals, and charged his heir to 
carry it out. This was not cold blood revenge. This was strict, 
though somewhat tardy, justice.” 

B. His wisdom (3-4). 
1. Solomon’s prayer for wisdom in 3:5-15 is indeed a beautiful 

passage. It reveals that the young king was already possessed with 
a degree of wisdom. 

2. What kind of wisdom did Solomon ask for and receive? Spiritual 
wisdom? No, the wisdom Solomon sought for and the wisdom with 
which he was supernaturally endowed was administrative 
discernment, sagacious judgment, intellectual grasp, aptitude for 
the acquisition of knowledge, and a practical common sense wisdom 
to be used in directing the affairs of state (4:29-34). 

3. The first evidence of the new king’s immense insight comes in 
3:16-28. The people must have applauded when Solomon rendered 
his decision. 

C. His glory (5-10). 
1. We cannot speak of the glory of Solomon without thinking of the 

temple. Constructed with Lebanese cedars, overlaid with pure gold, 
and with foundation stones from Phoenicia — it took 183,000 
workers seven years to complete. What a dwelling place for the 
divine presence! 

2. The temple and the royal palace are completed. Now we move into 
chapters 9-11 and the peak period of Israel. The wealth and 
splendor described in these chapters need no comment (10:27). 

3. “The half has not been told” (10:7). Those were the words of the 
queen of Sheba who was overcome by the treasures she saw, and 
by Solomon’s generosity — He gave her: (1) all that she asked; (2) 
all the she thought; and, (3) the royal bounty. 
a) Compare that with Ephesians 3:20. See that God exhibits this 

same three-fold measure of giving to us: (1) all that we ask; (2) 
all that we think; and, (3) exceeding abundantly beyond! 

b) In vs. 13 the literal Hebrew reads, “according to the hand of 
Solomon.” Solomon’s giving corresponded to his riches. That 



should remind us of the assurance given us by Paul in Philippians 
4:19. 

D. His failure (11). 
1. The glory of the Solomonic period was short-lived. Who was to 

blame? Only Solomon himself. Vss. 1-6 tell the sad story of his 
failure. The darkening clouds were ready to set among the sun of 
Solomon’s glory. The wisest of all men had become the greatest of 
all fools. 

2. How could that happen with one endued with miraculous wisdom? 
Simple. Solomon’s wisdom was a miraculous gift. Miraculous gifts 
do not keep one from sin. When Solomon began to live in sin, God 
took the supernatural gift of wisdom away! 

3. Moses had issued a warning in Deuteronomy 17 that Israel’s kings 
should not multiply wealth, horses, or wives. Solomon did all three. 
Chapter 11 closes with the death of Solomon and ends the first part 
of the book. 

V. The Two Kingdoms 
A. The disruption. 

1. Israel’s tragedy. 
a) At the close of Solomon’s reign, Israel had become exalted to the 

highest dignity in its history. This makes what happened all the 
more tragic. 

b) The central feature of 1 Kings is that it records the disruption or 
division of the one kingdom ruled over by Saul, David, and 
Solomon, into two kingdoms henceforth known as Israel (with its 
capital in Samaria) and Judah (with its capital in Jerusalem). 

c) First Kings is divided into two main parts. Of the 22 chapters in 
the book, the first 11 are devoted to Solomon and his reign of 40 
years. The remaining 11 cover the first 80 years of the separate 
kingdoms of Israel and Judah. 

d) The central spiritual message is unmistakable. It is 
discontinuance through disobedience. Chapter 11 marks the 
turning point (cp. 11:11-13). 

2. Solomon’s guilt. 
a) The scriptures place the blame for the disruption with Solomon. 

As we noted in a previous study, God may confer special 
privileges on certain ones but never does He confer the privilege 
to sin. As much as it grieved God — the disruption was 
permitted. 

b) As one writer said, “The whole after-history of the Disruption, 
the gradual decline of power and influence, the corruption of 
morals, and at times the almost total forgetfulness of God, were 



only the necessary developments of those pernicious principles 
and practices introduced by Solomon.” 

3. Rehoboam’s folly. 
a) In chapter 12 the disruption is explained. During the final years 

of Solomon’s reign, the extravagant expenses of the royal court 
had necessitated the levying of taxes which the people could not 
afford. 

b) The people (led by Jeroboam) made a reasonable request in 
12:4. Rehoboam’s reply illustrated his inability to measure the 
situation (vs. 14). 

4. Jeroboam’s innovations. 
a) Jeroboam was as shrewd and unscrupulous as he was energetic 

and forceful. He became the first king of the northern kingdom 
and established two new centers of worship in order that his ten-
tribed people might not have to return to Jerusalem (under 
Rehoboam’s rule) to worship (cp. 12:28-30). 

b) Jeroboam also built “high places” for the new worship, instituted 
new sacrifices, and ordained new feasts. He also elected a new 
order of priests (vs. 31). Here we must praise the true priests 
and Levites who stayed in Jerusalem, refusing to be a party to 
Jeroboam’s innovations. 
(1) Now there was not only political disruption among God’s 

people, but also religious cleavage as well. 
(2) As Jeroboam went deeper and deeper into sin, the people 

went with him. His distinguishing epitaph is found in 2 Kings 
3:3. Thus, the ten-tribed kingdom had a sorry beginning — 
and it rapidly went from bad to worse. 

B. The two lines of kings (up until 1 Kings ends). 
1. Judah. 

a) Rehoboam (17 years, evil). 
b) Abijam (3 years, evil). 
c) Asa (41 years, good). 
d) Jehoshaphat (23 years, good). 
e) Jehoram (did not begin until after Ahaziah’s reign in Israel). 
f) A total of about 86 years. 

2. Israel. 
a) Jeroboam (22 years, evil). 
b) Nadab (2 years, evil). 
c) Baasha (24 years, evil). 
d) Elah (2 years, evil). 
e) Zimri (1 week, evil). 
f) Omri (12 years, evil). 
g) Ahab (22 years, evil). 



h) Ahaziah (2 years, evil). 
i) A total of about 86 years. 

VI. The Prophet Elijah 
A. His significance. 

1. He was one of the most remarkable figures in Israel’s history. His 
importance is seen in the religious reformation he sought and the 
fact that the New Testament speaks of him more than any other Old 
Testament prophet. 

2. Elijah demonstrates the truth that God always has a man to match 
the hour. When Israel was wallowing deep in the mire of idolatry, 
God’s champion of faith came forth to meet the need. 

3. He was a man who loved God and who was not afraid to preach the 
truth whether people liked it or not. He appears quickly on the 
scene and disappears just as quickly in a chariot of fire. Between 
his appearing and disappearing lie a succession of miracles. He was 
the crisis prophet! 

B. His character. 
1. Elijah was a man of physical stamina. A man of the country. He was 

also no less striking in his moral stamina. He possessed courage, 
faith, and zeal for God. 

2. He had a jealousy for the divine honor, a burning indignation at 
religious compromise, and a passionate loyalty to the word of God. 

C. His ministry. 
1. His ministry was one of deeds. So far as is known he wrote nothing. 

He was a man of action rather than diction. 
2. His ministry was one of miracles to reveal and confirm the truth 

that Jehovah was the only true God. 
3. His ministry was one of reformation. He hated religious apostasy 

and the sins it brought, and he tried his best to call men back to the 
“old paths.” 

VII.Conclusion 
A. Viewed historically Solomon represents the peak period of Hebrew 

history. “Solomon in all his glory” had become the classic figure of 
royal opulence. He was the last king to reign over a united Jewish 
kingdom. 

B. Viewed personally Solomon was a remarkable figure. We see his 
super-normal wisdom, his beautiful Spirit-filled prayers, and his 
successful governmental administration. 

C. Viewed typically, like David, he is one of the greatest Old Testament 
figures of Jesus Christ (Matthew 12:42).


