
An Overview Of The Bible
2 Kings

I. Introduction
A. The second book of Kings naturally begins were 1 Kings leaves off 

(originally the two books were one). It opens with the translation of 
Elijah to heaven, and closes with the transportation of the captive Jews 
to Babylon.

B. It is the most tragic natural historic record ever written. The Jews 
(elected of God and recipients of His divine blessings and providence) 
go into such a state of moral degradation and idolatry that God is left 
no choice but to deliver His people into the throes of distress.

C. They are forced from their own promised land and into a humiliating 
captivity, never to return as an independent nation under Jehovah 
again. This is the sad story of 2 Kings.

II. The Lessons Of 2 Kings
A. God is in control.

1. Second Kings teaches, as well as any book of scripture, that the 
affairs of the world rests in the hands of God (Psalm 99:1).

2. That is the lesson of the great throne scene of Revelation 4-5. That 
is what God wanted, before anything else, Ezekiel to see. That is 
what Pharaoh, Nebuchadnezzar, and Belshazzar had to learn -- and 
that is what God wants you to see from 2 Kings!
a) The throne which ruled the world was not located in Egypt, 

Nineveh, Babylon, or even Jerusalem.
b) It was (and is) located in heaven where the Lord of Lords and 

the King of Kings dwells (Psalm 24:1; 89:11).
3. But why would God allow the most magnificent temple ever built to 

His glory go up in smoke? Had He lost control and the power to 
defend His people? No, just the opposite.
a) Judah had so regressed into sin that she must learn the lesson 

that sin brings calamity. With Jerusalem plundered and the 
temple destroyed, she would come to realize her utter 
dependency upon God. She would have no other choice.

b) God allowed the destruction to take place (and used the 
Assyrians and Babylonians as His agents) for His glory and for 
the people’s good.

4. And then Sennacherib, king of Assyria, needed to see the supreme 
throne (cf. 19:11, 34-35). Any man, no matter how high he may 
raise himself over other men, is still subject to the reign and 
dominion of God.



B. Inspiration of scripture.
1. In a day when the Bible is discussed, doubted, divided, and denied, 

it is encouraging to read the continuous expressions of inspiration 
found in 2 Kings: “according to the word of Jehovah,” “as Jehovah 
has said,” “thus saith Jehovah,” and “the word of Jehovah which he 
spoke ….”
a) Thus, 2 Kings is an illustration of Paul’s declaration to Timothy (2 

Timothy 3:16).
b) That means that no conclave of mankind ever originated what is 

written in the Bible. Man in his most inventive genius could not 
concoct what God gave us by His design in the holy scriptures 
(cf. 2 Peter 1:20-21).

2. We have an attestation of divine revelation -- an affirmation of 
scriptural inspiration in 2 Kings. The message of the Old Testament 
prophets of this era was a “Thus saith the Lord.” Nearly 30 
centuries later, that same message needs to be preached.

C. No man can serve two masters.
1. Christians everywhere need to hear the “thus saith the Lord” of 1:6. 

While pretending to be worshipers of the true God, in time of 
distress, king Ahaziah sent to inquire of the god Baal-zebub. Hence, 
the prophet’s question.

2. Our total allegiance and full fidelity must be to God. Far too many 
people in the ranks of the Master are “spiritual schizophrenics;” that 
is, they live with “divided hearts” (Matthew 6:24; Mark 3:25). For 
too long Israel had tried to worship both God and Baal (cf. Hosea 
10:2).

D. Reasoning without God.
1. The account of Naaman in chapter 5 is one of the best known of the 

Old Testament accounts. In verse 11 we see our subject (after 
being commanded to do what he considered to be an unpleasant 
task) become furious and say, “Behold, I thought …”

2. Naaman had it all planned out, but he forgot that God gives the 
directions, not man (Isaiah 55:8-9). Ever since the beginning, men 
have done what was “right in their own eyes.” There was Moses, 
Nadab and Abihu, and Uzzah. There have been the Adams, Aarons, 
and the Absaloms. All of whom had to learn the lesson of Naaman 
(Jeremiah 10:23).

E. “All.”
1. When Noah built the ark we read that he did “all” that God 

commanded. Likewise, concerning the tabernacle we see that “all 
things” were to be made according to the pattern (Hebrews 8:4-6). 
“Thus did Moses ‘all’ that Jehovah commanded …” (Exodus 40:16; 
cf. Joshua 1:8; 23:6).



2. What God commands, He expects; what God omits, He rejects (2 
Kings 21:8; 22:8, 13; 23:2-3, 21, 24-25).

F. Sin brings calamity and captivity.
1. God’s promise of protection and provision on these people had been 

conditional. It was conditioned upon their faithfulness to Him and 
compliance with His laws, but they had not been faithful and they 
had not complied.

2. They had their warning (2 Kings 17:13-14). Solomon’s “the way of 
the transgressor is hard,” and Paul’s “the wages of sin is death” 
were demonstrated on a national scale.

3. Sinning despite warning brings ruin without remedy. Inexcusable 
wrong brings inescapable wrath. God is not mocked, for whatever a 
nation sows, it will reap. Sin will capture, conquer, and cast us out.

G. Casting shadows.
1. In 2 Kings 12:1-2; 14:1-3a; 15:1-3, we see the good influence of 

mothers and fathers and the strength of a godly family. We need 
more homes like these and more parents and grandparents like 
Hannah, Lois, and Eunice.

2. The book of 2 Kings discusses the casting of two shadows -- 
Jeroboam’s and David’s.
a) It is said of no less that 15 out of the 18 kings that followed 

Jeroboam to the throne of the ten-tribed kingdom, that “he did 
evil” after the example of this “Jeroboam, who made Israel to 
sin.” Thus did Jeroboam cast his ungodly shadow over the throne 
and over his successors.

b) On the other hand, David’s shadow of righteousness continued to 
be cast over Solomon, Abijam, Jehoshaphat, Amaziah, Ahaz, 
Hezekiah, and Josiah.

H. “Have you seen the book?”
1. In chapter 22:8 we read where the Book of the Law was found. We 

are quick to condemn and complain about their carelessness. 
Perhaps too quick.
a) We too often lose the book. When preachers quit preaching the 

word and when elders quit ensuring that it is preached -- we 
have lost the book!

b) When Christians are too busy to read, study, and meditate; and 
when we become so self-satisfied in our knowledge of it to even 
attend weekly Bible studies, we have lost the book.

c) When we fail to make the personal application of its message to 
our own situation -- we have lost the book!

2. Perhaps before we are too critical of the Jews of Josiah’s day, we 
should look and see if we preach and practice the book. If not, we 
too have lost the book!



I. Restoration will always be valid!
1. Just as Isaac had to re-dig his father’s wells (Genesis 26); 

Nehemiah had to rebuild the walls (Nehemiah 3); Josiah had to 
purify the temple (2 Kings 22) -- so we must continually be about 
the business of restoring people back to the ways of God.

2. God’s people are always just one generation away from apostasy 
(Judges 2:7-15). The work of restoration is never over and we 
would do well to learn from the restoring work of kings like 
Hezekiah and Josiah in 2 Kings.

III. The Book Of The Dispersion
A. In chapter 17 we see the ten-tribed northern kingdom (Israel) going 

into Assyrian captivity from which they would never return; while in 
chapter 25 we see Jerusalem destroyed and the southern kingdom 
(Judah) going into Babylonian captivity, from which only a remnant 
returned.

B. Thus, the two captivities form the main feature of the book. It has 
been called the book of the dispersion. Keep in mind:
1. 1 Samuel is the book of the transition from theocracy to monarchy.
2. 2 Samuel is the book of David’s reign.
3. 1 Kings is the book of the disruption -- of the one kingdom into two.
4. 2 Kings is the book of the dispersion.

IV. The Outline Of 2 Kings
A. Willful sin brings a woeful end.

1. Annals of Israel, the northern kingdom (1-10). This includes the 
ministry of Elisha, and concludes with the death of Israel’s tenth 
king, Jehu.

2. Alternating annals of both kingdoms (11-17). This includes up to 
the Assyrian captivity of Israel. Also the work of Obadiah, Joel, 
Jonah, Amos, and Hosea was during this period.

3. Annals of Judah, the southern kingdom (18-25). This includes up to 
the Babylonian captivity of Judah. During this time, the prophets 
Isaiah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, and Jeremiah worked 
in Judah.

4. Historically, 2 Kings marks the end of both Hebrew kingdoms. It is a 
story of human failure and national tragedy.

B. The kings.
1. All of the 20 kings of Judah came from the lineage of David. Several 

times it appeared that the royal house of David was in peril of being 
cut off and the Davidic covenant was in jeopardy.

2. It was threatened at the revolt of the ten tribes. In chapter 11 it 
was about to cease with the slaying of all the king’s sons. Again in 



chapter 20, Hezekiah was sick and childless and the Davidic line 
was imperiled. But each time, God intervened, and the line 
continued.

V. Elisha And The Northern Kingdom (1-10)
A. The predominant subject of the first ten chapters is clearly Elisha.

1. His personal character. It is always good to consider the personal 
character of God’s outstanding servants, for by so doing we come to 
see the kind of people whom God chooses and uses in His service. 
As far as Elisha’s moral make-up, he had:
a) A spiritual desire (2:9).
b) A humble heart (3:11). Until now Elisha had been a servant of 

Elijah, but now he would be a servant of God.
c) Strong courage (3:13-14). Only a brave messenger of God would 

deliver such stinging words of denunciation to the king.
d) Great faith. Beginning in 2:13-14, his faith fueled the fire of his 

courage.
e) A disinterest in monetary rewards. Elisha could have financially 

retired had he accepted the monetary compensation of Naaman 
(5:5) and Ben-hadad (8:9). Yet, the prophet did not want a 
reward.

2. His prophetic ministry. Elisha’s ministry was extraordinary in that 
many miracles are recorded in his work. The news of Elisha’s 
“signs” reached leaders and kings both inside and outside of Israel 
(cf. 8:4).
a) Why the miraculous onslaught? To provide the evidence of the 

reality and sovereign power of God.
b) God used special messengers (Elijah and Elisha) and equipped 

them with miraculous powers in order to reveal His word and 
recall His people.

c) The people were so wedded to their idolatries and immoral ways 
that they were callous to the appeals of God’s prophets (Isaiah 
6:10).

3. His personal significance. So much is made of the comparison of 
Elijah with John the Baptist (and rightly so for Jesus Himself made 
the comparison in Matthew 11:13-14). If Elijah can be compared 
with John, then Elisha becomes a type of Christ.
a) Elisha’s miracle with the loaves in 4:44 reminds us of Him who 

took five such loaves and fed a multitude.
b) The miracle of Naaman’s cleansing from leprosy, at the word of 

Elisha, is one of the greatest Old Testament illustrations of our 
Lord’s gospel.



c) See Elisha weeping over the evils which he saw in his nation, but 
which he was unable to avert (8:11-12). Does that not afford a 
parallel to our Lord’s weeping over Jerusalem?

d) While Elijah’s mission was like John’s -- preaching the call for 
repentance, Elisha’s mission seems to be that of resurrection and 
hope if only the people would respond. There were several 
resurrection miracles in Elisha’s work.
(1) He healed the death waters of Jericho.
(2) The saving of the armies from death by miraculous water 

supply.
(3) The raising of the Shunammite woman’s son.
(4) “Death in the pot” is changed to life.
(5) The healing of Naaman from certain death from leprosy.
(6) The man touched Elisha’s bones and was raised.

B. Elisha, Jonah, and Elijah -- all types of Christ.
1. Note the type-teaching of these prophets:

a) Elisha died and was buried -- as Christ died and was buried.
b) Jonah (symbolically) went down into Hades for three days and 

nights -- as Christ did the same.
c) Elijah triumphantly divided the waters of Jordan (a type of 

death), passed through, and ascended to heaven -- as Christ 
overcame death and ascended to heaven.

2. But look again!
a) Elisha dies and is buried, yet in his death he gives life to another 

-- as Christ, through His death gives life to all who will come into 
contact with Him.

b) Jonah goes down into Hades itself, yet is brought up that he 
should not see corruption (Acts 2:27).

c) Elijah, in ascending, cast down his mantle and a “double-portion 
of his spirit” so that his follower on earth might do “greater 
works” than he -- as Christ also, when He ascended, poured 
forth the Spirit upon the apostles (John 14:12, 16-17a).

3. All of the more prominent features in the Lord’s death and 
resurrection are fore-enacted by these three prophets even to the 
coming forth on “the third day.”

VI. The Dispersion Of The Northern Kingdom (11-17)
A. Chapter 17 reveals the final indictment of the ten-tribed kingdom and 

the deportation of her people into captivity (vss. 7-23).
B. The dispersion of the ten-tribes occurred in two stages. Some years 

before, the two and a half tribes on the eastern side of the Jordan had 
been carried away (1 Chronicles 5:25-26).



1. Reuben, Gad, and half of Manasseh had been the first to 
compromise the covenant and to engage in the sins of nearby 
peoples. Now they are the first to go into captivity.

2. The deportation of the other tribes of the northern kingdom took 
place 13 years later (722 B.C.). When Samaria was ravaged by the 
cruel Assyrians and her people carried away into exile. From this 
dispersion there would be no return.

VII.The Downfall Of Judah (18-25)
A. Three influential kings.

1. Hezekiah. Good king Hezekiah was a remarkable man: a soldier, 
statesman, and a saint. His reign was the greatest since the days of 
David and Solomon. Immediately upon his accession he reopened 
and repaired the temple, reorganized the priesthood, recalled his 
subjects to the worship of Jehovah, and led the way by his good 
examples (18:3-6).

2. Manasseh. Talk about contrasts (20:21-21:6)! Ironically, the most 
wicked of Judah’s kings ruled the longest (21:11-12).

3. Josiah. Josiah was the last bright spot for Judah (22:1-2). Josiah, 
too, led a great religious reform. However, it was too little, too late! 
The king could tear down the altars of the high places, but he could 
not remove the idols embedded in the people’s hearts. Apostasy 
and idolatry had now become ingrained in their national character 
to such an extent that the king himself had no effect upon his 
subjects (Jeremiah 3:10; 13:11).

B. Judah failed to learn the lesson of her sister. She survived a little 
longer but in the end her downfall came for the same reasons.
1. About the time Josiah died, the Assyrian empire died too. The 

Babylonian supremacy, foretold by the prophets, had now 
appeared.

2. Notice that the destruction of Jerusalem and the captivity of Judah 
are ascribed to the sovereign hand of God (24:1-3). The 
deportation of Judah’s people was in three stages.

C. The Babylonian invasion. Jerusalem is broken, the temple destroyed, 
the walls crushed, and everything left is set on fire (25:9-10).

VIII.Conclusion
A. Why is so much attention given to the date (cf. 25:1; Ezekiel 24:1-2)? 

Because God had promised only a 70 year period of captivity 
(Jeremiah 25:4-9, 12; Daniel 9:1-2; Zechariah 1:12).

B. And when were the 70 years complete (Ezra 1:1-3)? There was still 
hope! There would still be a Nehemiah! There would still be a remnant!


