
An Overview Of The Bible
1-2 Chronicles

I. Introduction
A. Second Kings left us with a feeling of sadness and despondency. We 

lament with Jeremiah (Lamentations 1:1) and weep with Ezekiel 
(3:15) as we have seen the city sacked, the temple burnt, and the 
people deported.
1. However, before we can survey the remnant return under Ezra and 

Zerubbabel, the two books of the Chronicles lie before us giving the 
main genealogies of the Israelite nation (from Adam to Nehemiah), 
and the main events of the Davidic kingdom down to the time of 
the Babylonian exile.

2. But have we not had all of this before? Is not 1-2 Chronicles simply 
a repetition of 1-2 Samuel and 1-2 Kings? Repetition -- yes! Vain 
repetition -- no! While 1-2 Chronicles covers the same ground as 
the aforementioned books, it does so from a different viewpoint, 
with new emphasis and aspects, and with significant additions and 
omissions.

B. The Chronicles were written after the return from Babylonian captivity 
(cf. 1 Chronicles 3:17-24 [the genealogy of Zerubbabel] and 1 
Chronicles 36:22-23). The compiler? Probably Ezra.

C. It is true that many Bible books are either overlooked or ignored. 
Perhaps it is due to their supposed difficulty (e.g. Ezekiel, Revelation), 
or their undeserved reputation (e.g. Song of Solomon). The Chronicles 
are inspired books of obscurity. Often they go totally unnoticed in our 
preaching and teaching. Yet, 1-2 Chronicles is alive on every page with 
helpful information for today’s Christian.

II. The Unifying Idea Of 1-2 Chronicles
A. The temple is the center of the Chronicles story. David had given 

Judah a scepter or throne (the emphasis of 1-2 Kings), while Solomon 
had given Judah a sanctuary or temple (the emphasis of 1-2 
Chronicles). The temple was conceived in the mind of David, 
constructed under the guidance of Solomon, contaminated by some of 
the kings, cleansed by others, and finally consumed by 
Nebuchadnezzar’s fire.
1. Most of 1 Chronicles is occupied with the reign of David. Yet, there 

is no repeating of David’s adventures; of his reign at Hebron, of his 
grief over Saul and Jonathan, of his sin with Bathsheba, or of 
Absalom’s revolt.

2. Conversely, we are given much information about David in other 
matters. We see his abundant preparation of material in advance 



for the temple (22:5), his preparatory numbering and distributing 
of Levites and priests (ch. 23-24), and his appointing singers and 
servants -- all in anticipation of the temple.

3. Then in 2 Chronicles the same feature persists. Six of the nine 
chapters given to Solomon’s reign refer to his work with the temple. 
Following the disruption of the nation, the northern kingdom is 
altogether ignored. It is solely with Judah and Jerusalem that 1-2 
Chronicles is concerned. Why? Because it is the kingdom and city 
which held the temple.
a) In 1-2 Chronicles the reigns of Asa, Jehoshaphat, Joash, 

Hezekiah, and Josiah are given prominence because of the 
religious reforms and temple restorations associated with them.

b) For example, Hezekiah’s reforms are given only three verses in 
Kings compared to three chapters in 1-2 Chronicles.

4. Everywhere in 1-2 Chronicles the temple is emphasized as the vital 
center of the nation’s life. Even the nine chapters of genealogies in 
1 Chronicles are given as a necessary basis for the temple service.
a) How does 2 Chronicles close? With the decree of Cyrus, king of 

Persia, granting permission for the remnant to return. And for 
what reason? To build the temple (36:22-23).

b) Thus 1-2 Chronicles is not repetition. It is the history of God’s 
people in a new way, and from a new standpoint!

B. Why the temple emphasis? The Davidic throne was gone. The line of 
David still existed (as 1-2 Chronicles proves) and would exist until the 
Messiah would come (as God promised) but the throne was gone. 
Never again would God’s people be an independent nation under God 
with her own king. The throne was gone -- but the temple would be 
rebuilt, and it would be the temple that would be the surviving link 
between the nation’s past and her prophesied future.
1. In Ezra 1:1-4, before Nehemiah was sent to rebuild the city, Ezra 

and Zerubbabel were sent with the remnant to rebuild the temple. 
Why? Because in any national reconstruction we must begin with 
the temple -- that is, with God (cf. Isaiah 45:1, 13, 22-25).

2. The temple was above all else.
a) It was the symbol of the unity of the nation (the throne had 

been the symbol, but the throne was gone).
b) It was the reminder of the nation’s high calling.
c) It was the sign that God was still with His chosen people.
d) It was the focus of their national life.

3. It was in the light of that temple that all the past was to be read, 
the present reconstructed, and the future anticipated.



a) Thus, the purpose of 1-2 Chronicles: to convince them as to the 
first duty, and to challenge them to a renewed dedication – and 
it all centered around the temple.

b) And so, 1-2 Chronicles is not just a collection of odds and ends 
copied from former writers, but it is Israel’s story told afresh 
with a different intention. It ties together the lessons of Israel’s 
past and the promise of a future.

4. Nine chapters of genealogies? Talk about boring! May I suggest that 
no part of 1-2 Chronicles is more important. These lines of descent 
were of sacred importance to all the Jews for from one line would 
come the Messiah.
a) During and after the Babylonian captivity families had been 

uprooted by the thousands. Connections had been broken. 
Records had been lost. This makes the compiling of these lists all 
the more valuable.

b) Starting with Adam it covers roughly 3,500 years until the time 
of Zerubbabel. In Matthew’s account, Zerubbabel is mentioned in 
1:12 and the list continues until the birth of Jesus, “who is called 
Christ” (Matthew 1:16).

III. The Lessons Of 1-2 Chronicles
A. God may overrule our best intentions.

1. David is the central character of 1 Chronicles. You can study his 
wish and Nathan’s advice in 17:1-4, 11-12.

2. First, you have the intention of a good man. Second, it is a 
seemingly good intention. Third, it comes from a noble purpose. 
Fourth, there is the blessing of the prophet. Yet, though David 
ruled, God overruled!

3. We do not always know what is best for us, for others, and for the 
kingdom. Sometimes God may overrule even our best intentions 
(cf. Isaiah 55:8-9).

B. The importance of preparation.
1. Although David was not to be the builder of God’s house, he did 

play a significant part in its ultimate construction (1 Chronicles 
22:5,14).

2. David left for Solomon the plans and patterns for the temple as well 
as arranging the proper functioning of the men who would become 
temple officials. This was characteristic of the generosity of David. 
He knew the value of pleasing God through adequate preparation.

3. Inadequate preparation inhibits the success of most endeavors. 
How many worthwhile congregational programs -- be they Bible 
class programs or personal work plans -- fail because of inadequate 
preparation?



C. The importance of prayer.
1. A basic need in every age is communication between man and God.
2. Prayer is man’s chance at communication (2 Chronicles 1:7-10; 

6:12-42; 7:1-3). 
D. God is merciful.

1. Manasseh was an extremely wicked ruler; he was so bad that he 
was compared to the heathen (2 Chronicles 33:1).

2. However, when Manasseh was taken captive to Babylon, he sought 
the Lord and the Lord forgave him (2 Chronicles 33:11-13).

3. If someone sins against us, will we be gracious enough to forgive 
them like the Lord forgave Manasseh (Matthew 18:21-22; Luke 
17:3)?

E. The importance of leadership.
1. One of the greatest messages of 1-2 Chronicles is the need for 

strong leadership. Israel was never stronger than its king. When the 
king reformed, the people reformed. When the king rebelled, the 
people rebelled.

2. This will always be the case. No army is ever better than its 
generals. No company is ever better than its top-level 
management. No congregation is ever better than its elders!

F. “In vain do they worship me …”
1. Judah’s problem was that she observed the form and neglected the 

fact. She worshiped at the right place, and directed her worship to 
the right one; yet the central ingredient of worship was still missing 
(cf. 2 Chronicles 20:33; 25:2).

2. The Chronicles message is one of apostasy, contamination, 
consequences, and captivity because of the lack of true heart 
dedication.

3. So it is with us. There is more to the gospel than five steps into the 
church and five avenues of worship. Those are absolutely essential; 
yet, there is more to the gospel, such as total, heart-filled 
dedication (Matthew 15:8; Luke 9:23; 14:28).

G. Evil fellowships.
1. God would not bless Judah if she were in fellowship with those out 

of fellowship with Him (2 Chronicles 25:5-9).
2. The same message is repeated in the New Testament (Ephesians 

5:11; 2 John 9-11; Revelation 18:4).
H. Preachers of truth will be persecuted (2 Chronicles 16:7-10; 

24:20-21).



IV. 1-2 Chronicles: Relation To Preceding And Ensuing Books
A. Preceding books.

1. 1-2 Samuel and 1-2 Kings are biographical; 1-2 Chronicles are 
statistical.

2. 1-2 Samuel and 1-2 Kings are personal; 1-2 Chronicles are official.
3. 1-2 Samuel and 1-2 Kings are from the standpoint of the prophet; 

1-2 Chronicles are from the standpoint of the priests.
4. 1-2 Samuel and 1-2 Kings are the history of both kingdoms; 1-2 

Chronicles are the history of Judah.
5. 1-2 Samuel and 1-2 Kings discuss the throne; 1-2 Chronicles 

discuss the temple. 
B. Ensuing books.

1. While 1-2 Chronicles serves as a contrast to the purpose of 1-2 
Samuel and 1-2 Kings, it serves to complement Ezra and 
Nehemiah.

2. There is a similarity in all three books of style and language, of a 
certain point of view (that reconstruction begins with God), a 
preference to certain topics (genealogies and statistical 
information), detailed descriptions of religious services and 
festivals, and of course, the temple.

3. There is the strange termination of 2 Chronicles, giving one an 
unfinished feeling, which the opening verses of Ezra complete (1-2 
Chronicles: retrospection; Ezra: restoration; Nehemiah: 
reconstruction; Esther: preservation).

V. 1-2 Chronicles: Contents And Structure
A. The temple verses the throne (response to God -- the determining 

factor).
1. Israel’s genealogies (1 Chronicles 1-9).
2. David’s reign (1 Chronicles 10-29).
3. Solomon’s reign (2 Chronicles 1-9).
4. Judah’s history to the exile (2 Chronicles 10-36).

B. First Chronicles.
1. In chapters 1-9 we have the listing of certain people -- the people 

of God. Chapter one begins with Adam and goes through Jacob. In 
chapter two the redemptive line continues all the way until David. 
Chapter three resumes the Davidic line until the last of Judah’s 
kings, Zedekiah. These chapters detail the PEOPLE of Jehovah.

2. Chapters 10-12 tell of the reign of Israel’s greatest monarch, David, 
the ANOINTED of Jehovah.

3. Chapters 13-16 record the first outstanding act of David -- the 
bringing of the ark to Jerusalem. David understood that the secret 
of the nation’s blessing was having Jehovah in their midst. It is 



David’s plan to put the ark of God at the center of the people’s 
lives. So, the ARK of Jehovah.

4. Chapters 17-21 present the plan of God in choosing one nation -- 
Israel, one tribe -- Judah, one family -- David. Here is the 
COVENANT of Jehovah.

5. Chapters 22-29 describe the temple preparation. David, though not 
allowed to build it, amply prepared and provided for it. Thus, the 
TEMPLE of Jehovah.

C. Second Chronicles -- glorious beginning, but sad ending.
1. Solomon’s reign (1-9) mainly concerns his temple work. In the 

concluding chapters we see that the throne and temple were meant 
to complement and glorify each other. However,the throne becomes 
the worst enemy of the temple until the point where one of the two 
must go.

2. The throne went – the temple stayed (10-36). The temple was 
burnt but God would still be with His people even in captivity. The 
temple would be rebuilt and restored, but the throne would not. 
Never again would Israel be a free nation with a physical king on a 
physical throne.

VI. Conclusion
A. Here is the moral and spiritual truth of the books: A nation’s response 

to God is the determining factor in its history and in its destiny (cf. 2 
Chronicles 26:5; 27:6). When the king and people honored God, they 
were blessed. When they behaved unfaithfully, they experienced 
adversity.

B. We need to understand that moral and spiritual convictions are so 
important in a nation’s progress. Politics and economics are also 
important, but they are not a nation’s first priority.

C. The place we give to God is what determines our prosperity or 
adversity, our history, and our destiny.


