
An Overview Of The Bible
Song Of Solomon

I. Introduction
A. The title for this short book, “Song of Songs,” is taken from the literal 

translation of the first two words of the Hebrew text. It means “the 
greatest of all songs.” It is a story which discusses two young people in 
love, and their faithfulness to each other. Ewald says, “The Canticles 
are embellished by rich oriental imagery and contains very beautiful 
descriptions of natural scenery.” “Life may be hard and its drudgery a 
grinding yoke, but with love all tasks are sweet” (cf. Genesis 29:20).

B. Traditionally, authorship of the Song of Solomon was attributed to 
Solomon, due in part to the title, the six other explicit references to 
Solomon (1:5; 3:7, 9, 11; 8:11, 12), and the three references to an 
unnamed king (1:4, 12; 7:5). Solomon wrote 1,005 songs (cf. 1 Kings 
4:32-33), and the superlative title “Song of Songs” indicates that it is 
his best one. Since the contents of the book are fully in harmony with 
the great gifts of wisdom which we know Solomon possessed, there is 
no sufficient reason to suggest another.

C. A lyric poem in dialogue form, the book describes Solomon’s love for a 
Shulamite girl. The king comes in disguise to her family’s vineyard, 
wins her heart, and ultimately makes her his bride. The main 
characters include the maiden of Shunem, the “Shulamite” (6:13); 
King Solomon, “beloved” (1:6; 2:8; 3:7); the Shulamite’s brothers 
(1:6; 2:15); “the daughters of Jerusalem” (1:5; 2:7; 3:10; 5:8, 16); 
and, “the watchmen” (3:3; 5:7).

II. The Interpretation Of The Song Of Solomon
A. Since the Song of Solomon is in the canon, how is it to be interpreted? 

Although the book is one of the shortest in the Old Testament, there is 
perhaps no book of scripture on which more commentaries have been 
written and more diversities of opinion expressed.

B. There are really only two different types of interpretations.
1. Allegorical.

a) The oldest documented interpretation of the Song of Solomon 
treats it as an allegory. An allegory is an extended metaphor and 
normally is not rooted in history or the real world but is drawn 
from the mind and imagination of the author. Its purpose is not 
to present real events related to identifiable places and persons, 
but rather to communicate spiritual truth of an abstract nature. 
Allegory is an old device in which there is a divorce between the 
obvious literal meaning and the “high” spiritual message. As an 
allegory, the Jews saw this book as a depiction of the 



relationship of the Lord to His chosen people, Israel. Many 
Christians have seen the book primarily as a statement of the 
love relationship between Christ and the church, His bride.

b) There are problems, however, in accepting the Song of Solomon 
as an allegory. First, nothing in the text indicates that the 
intention of the author was to allegorize. Second, the people, 
places, and experiences recorded seem to be real, not literary 
devices. Third, the book does not have the narrative character -- 
the clear progressive story-line -- that we usually expect in 
allegory. The result of the use of the allegorical approach is that 
the Song of Solomon has become to an unusual degree a field 
for fertile imaginations.

2. Natural.
a) In the first century apparently some Jewish readers understood 

the Song of Solomon literally. Some were even singing portions 
of it in their drinking houses. This evoked the wrath of Rabbi 
Aqiba who pronounced an anathema on such practices.

b) In the eighteenth century, an Anglican bishop suggested that the 
book actually tells us about the marriage feast of Solomon. The 
bride may well have been the daughter of Pharaoh. He accepted 
the book as historical but was willing to see something 
typological here. Solomon, the king of Israel, took a Gentile 
bride and made her a part of the people of God. In this way he 
foreshadows Jesus, who would take from among the Gentiles a 
bride, the church. This approach prepared the way for the almost 
universal rejection of the allegorical approach in favor of the 
position now most commonly taken among biblical 
commentators.

c) A number of literary studies produced on the Song understand 
the book as a celebration of a blissful, healthy marriage, 
adopting a positive attitude toward human sexuality within the 
confines of the nuptial relationship blessed by God.

III. The Outline
A. The courtship (1:1-3:5)

1. The Shulammite to herself (1:1-4a).
2. The daughters of Jerusalem to the king (1:4b).
3. The Shulammite (1:5-7).
4. The daughters of Jerusalem (1:8).
5. Solomon to the Shulammite (1:9-10).
6. Daughters of Jerusalem to the Shulammite (1:11).
7. The Shulammite (1:12-14).
8. Solomon to the Shulammite (1:15).



9. The Shulammite to Solomon (1:16-2:1).
10.Solomon to the Shulammite (2:2).
11.The Shulammite to Solomon (2:3-6).
12.Solomon to the daughters of Jerusalem (2:7).
13.The Shulammite to herself (2:8-13).
14.Solomon to the Shulammite (2:14).
15.A chorus (2:15).
16.The Shulammite to herself (2:16-3:4).
17.Husband to daughters of Jerusalem (3:5).

B. The procession for the marriage (3:6-11)
C. The consummation of the marriage (4:1-5:1)

1. Solomon to his bride (4:1-15).
2. The bride to Solomon (4:16).
3. Solomon to his bride (5:1a).
4. God to the couple (5:1b).

D. The honeymoon is over (5:2-6:13)
1. Wife to daughters of Jerusalem: The wife rebuffs her husband 

(5:2-8).
2. Daughters of Jerusalem to the wife: A reminder about her husband 

(5:9).
3. Wife to the daughters of Jerusalem: She remembers his beauty 

(5:10-16).
4. Daughters of Jerusalem to wife (6:1).
5. Wife to daughters of Jerusalem (6:2-3).
6. Husband to wife (6:4-10).
7. Wife to herself (6:11-12).
8. Daughters of Jerusalem to wife (6:13a).
9. King to daughters of Jerusalem (6:13b).

E. The marriage deepens (7:1-8:4)
1. Husband to wife (7:1-9a).
2. Wife to husband (7:9b-10).
3. Wife to husband the next morning (7:11-8:3).
4. Husband to daughters of Jerusalem (8:4).

F. The maturity of love (8:5-14)
1. The question (8:5a).
2. Solomon’s reminiscence (8:5b).
3. The wife to her husband (8:6-7).
4. The brothers of the Shulammite (8:8-9).
5. The wife to everyone (8:10-12).
6. The husband to his wife (8:13).
7. The wife to her husband (8:14).



IV. Purpose
A. The “snapshots” in the book portray the joys of love in courtship and 

marriage and counteract both the extremes of asceticism and of lust. 
The rightful place of physical love, within marriage only, is clearly 
established and honored.

B. The Bible does not see marriage as an inferior state, a concession to 
human weakness. Nor does it see the normal physical love within that 
relationship as impure. Marriage was instituted before the fall of man 
by God with the command that the first couple become one flesh 
(Genesis 2:24). Therefore physical love within that conjugal union is 
good, is God’s will, and should be a delight to both partners (Proverbs 
5:15-19; 1 Corinthians 7:3).

C. The prospect of children is not necessary to justify sexual love in 
marriage. Significantly, the Song of Solomon makes no reference to 
procreation. It must be remembered that the book was written in a 
world where a high premium was placed on offspring and a woman’s 
worth was often measured in terms of the number of her children. Sex 
was often seen with reference to procreation; yet there is no trace of 
that in the book. The book is a song in praise of love for love’s sake 
and for love’s sake alone. This relationship needs no justification 
beyond itself.

D. Song of Solomon, however, is more than a declaration that human 
sexual love in itself is good. The use of the marriage metaphor to 
describe the relationship of God to His people is almost universal in the 
Bible. From the time that God chose Israel to be His own, the covenant 
was pictured in terms of a marriage. Idolatry was equated with 
adultery (Exodus 34:10-17). The Lord is a jealous God. Monogamous 
marriage is the norm for depicting the covenant relationship 
throughout the Bible.

V. Conclusion
A. Obviously Solomon does not furnish the best example of marital 

devotion, for he had many wives and concubines (140 at this time, 
6:8; many more later, 1 Kings 11:3). The experiences recorded in this 
book may reflect the only (or virtually the only) pure romance he had. 
It is possible to interpret the song incorrectly; but to those who have 
attained spiritual maturity, it is one of the most edifying of the sacred 
writings.

B. The Song of Solomon is the exact opposite of Ecclesiastes. In 
Ecclesiastes, this present, vain world is found too small to fill and 
satisfy the human heart; whereas in Solomon’s Song, the heart is filled 
and satisfied with the beauty of human love.


