
An Overview Of The Bible
Jeremiah

I. Introduction
A. Jeremiah is one of the bravest, tenderest, and most pathetic figures in 

history; and his book of prophecies is one which everyone should read.
B. The man and his message and his times are inseparably bound 

together, and must be interpreted together. In an earlier study we 
spoke of 2 Kings as “the most tragic national record ever written;” and 
the most tragic part of that tragic record is the final part, which covers 
the period in which Jeremiah lived.

C. It was about 80 or 100 years after Isaiah’s death that Jeremiah 
prophesied, a ministry which continued for well over 40 years, during 
the reigns of Judah’s last five kings. It was Jeremiah’s lot to prophesy 
at a time when everything in Judah was rushing down to the final and 
mournful catastrophe. Jeremiah was the prophet of Judah’s midnight 
hour.

II. The Prophet
A. Jeremiah blends in his character, to an excellent degree, feminine 

tenderness with masculine strength, nervous sensitiveness with 
transparent simplicity. There is perhaps no man who reveals a truer 
heart similitude to Jesus Himself than does Jeremiah; in his suffering 
sympathy both with God and men, in his unretaliating forbearance, his 
deep concern for his fellows, his guileless motive, his humility, his 
willingness for self-sacrifice, and his utter faithfulness, even to the 
point of unsparing severity in denunciation.

B. No man ever shrank from publicity as did Jeremiah, yet singularly 
enough, it is this man who, of all the prophets, gives us the fullest 
revelation of his own character. This is because the man and his 
message are so unified under such tragic circumstances. Jeremiah’s 
nature was such that he simply could not be merely a transmitter, able 
to detach his own feelings from what he was commissioned to declare. 
With an intensity of love and sympathy, he himself lived, felt, and 
suffered in his message.

C. What is it about Jeremiah that impresses the Bible student so much?
1. His suffering sympathy.

a) He was afflicted with all the afflictions of his people. He entered 
both into the life of his people and into that of God.

b) He did not merely speak for God -- he felt with Him; and he did 
not merely speak to the people -- he felt with them.



2. His patient perseverance.
a) Only pure love and goodness persevere as graciously as this 

man did, through such a protracted and unhappy ministry.
b) Most of the other prophets seem to have produced a measure of 

reform. But through 40 years Jeremiah never once saw any 
grateful response.

3. His complete faithfulness.
a) Jeremiah poured out his heart in touching appeal while having to 

pronounce very fearful retributions.
b) Through all his years he faithfully declared the whole counsel of 

God to his unrepenting generation.

III. The Outline Of Jeremiah
A. Prophecies from the reign of Josiah (1:1-20:18).

1. The call and commission of Jeremiah (1:1-19).
2. Warnings of judgment on Judah’s sins (2:1-6:30).
3. Jeremiah’s temple address (7:1-10:25).
4. Signs to awaken repentance (11:1-20:18).

B. Prophecies from the reigns of Jehoiakim and Zedekiah (21:1-39:18).
1. The trials and conflicts of Jeremiah (21:1-29:32).
2. The book of consolation (30:1-33:26).
3. Messages and events before the fall of Jerusalem (34:1-39:18).

C. The ministry of Jeremiah after the fall of Jerusalem (40:1-45:5).
1. Ministry to the survivors in Judah (40:1-42:22).
2. Ministry in Egypt (43:1-44:30).
3. The message to Baruch (45:1-5).

D. Prophecies concerning the nations (46:1-51:64).
1. Prophecies concerning Egypt (46:1-28).
2. Prophecies concerning Philistia (47:1-7).
3. Prophecies concerning Moab (48:1-47).
4. Prophecies concerning Ammon (49:1-6).
5. Prophecies concerning Edom (49:7-22).
6. Prophecies concerning Damascus (49:23-27).
7. Prophecies concerning Kedar and Hazor (49:28-33).
8. Prophecies concerning Elam (49:34-39).
9. Prophecies concerning Babylon (50:1-51:64).

E. Historical supplement (52:1-34).
1. The fall of Jerusalem (52:1-11).
2. Results of the fall (52:12-27a).
3. Nebuchadnezzar’s captives (52:27b-30).
4. Evil-Merodach’s kindness to Jehoiachin (52:31-34).



IV. Scriptural Themes
A. The dominant elements of Jeremiah’s message are of primary 

significance for his day and ours. What sustained him throughout a 
lifetime of grief and opposition was that he had an undying confidence 
in God and His promises (18:7; 29:14; 32:1-15). The two focal points 
of his life and ministry were God -- His goodness, His claims on 
humankind, His requirements of repentance and faith; and His 
wayward people -- their welfare, both physically and spiritually.

B. Jeremiah enjoyed a high concept of God as Lord of all creation (27:5). 
The gods of the nations are nothing (10:11, 14; 14:22).
1. God knows the malady of the human heart (17:9-10); yet He loves 

His people deeply (31:1-3), longing to bless those who trust Him 
(17:7). Idolatrous worship and heartless service are an abomination 
to Him (19:4-6; 14:12). No greater insult can be offered God than 
to represent Him under the form of dead idols. Idolatry was the 
special sin Jeremiah tirelessly preached against.

2. Three kinds of falsehood stirred him:
a) False security that refused all calls for repentance.
b) False prophets who lulled the people into dangerous 

complacency.
c) The false worship of idols.

(1) Worship was offered to Baal, Molech, and the queen of 
heaven (Ishtar).

(2) Images of these deities were even placed in the temple 
(32:34; cf. 7:31; 19:5; 32:35; 44:18-19).

C. Immorality always accompanies idolatry. In Jeremiah’s time moral 
corruption was widespread and social injustices abounded (5:1-9; 
7:1-11; 23:10-14). Priests and prophets were as responsible as the 
rest of Judah (6:13-15).
1. Yet the nation carried out its religious rites. God was not pleased 

with these merely external services. Jeremiah preached that 
judgment was inescapable. God had already used drought, famine 
and foreign invaders (14:1-6; 4:11-22); He would bring the 
culminating visitation through Nebuchadnezzar (25:9).

2. Nevertheless God’s love and faithfulness to His people would not 
permit the judgment to be fatal or final. There was a future hope. 
Jeremiah foretold the return from captivity in Babylon (25:11; 
29:10) as well as the doom of Babylon itself (50:1-51:64).

D. Jeremiah also had a ministry to the nations (1:5, 10). He saw 
Nebuchadnezzar as God’s agent in the events of that day (27:6). He 
warned the other nations against resisting Nebuchadnezzar (27:1-11). 
In God’s name he demanded righteousness of all nations 



(46:1-51:64). He voiced God’s concern for the welfare of all people 
(29:1-14).

E. Jeremiah preached more about repentance than any other prophet. His 
overarching concern at all times was the condition of the individual 
heart. His exposition of the New Covenant is repeated nowhere else in 
the Old Testament (31:31-34). The New Testament shows us how 
deeply this truth entered into the work of our Lord.

F. As for Jeremiah’s predictions of the distant future, Israel will return in 
penitence to the Lord (32:37-40). The Messiah will rule over her in 
justice and righteousness (23:5-8). The remnant of the nations will 
enjoy blessing at that time (3:17; 16:19).

G. The only way that we know about the length of time prophesied for the 
Babylonian Captivity was through Jeremiah. Chapter 25 marks the 
starting point of Jeremiah’s prophetic ministry (vs. 3). It predicts the 
70 years of servitude to Babylon, a full 20 years in advance (vs. 1, 
11).

H. As for Messianic prophecy, Jeremiah does not prominently describe the 
Messiah. Jeremiah does give some significant Messianic passages:
1. The proclamation of a revelation of God that will outshine the ark of 

the covenant (3:14-17).
2. The disclosure of a New Covenant (31:31-34). It was the good 

news of great days yet to come.
3. The realization of the Mosaic ideal with the fulfillment of the Davidic 

covenant (33:14-26).
I. The lasting value of Jeremiah’s book lies not only in the allusions in the 

New Testament, but also in its being a wonderful way for learning how 
to have fellowship with God. It presents personal faith at its highest in 
the Old Testament, and it is wonderful for understanding the deeper 
meaning of the priesthood and the monarchy under the Davidic 
dynasty (23:1-8; 33:14-18).

J. Because Jeremiah is so unlike any other Old Testament prophet, and 
because his writings are bound up with his life and thought, one must 
consider in depth the inner life and characteristics of this prophet.
1. Besides the features of his natural abilities, his emotions, his 

motivation, and his personal relationship to the Lord, there are the 
so-called “Confessions of Jeremiah” (11:18-20; 12:1-4; 15:10, 
15-18; 17:14-18; 18:19-23; 20:7-11, 14-18), his dialogues with 
the Lord, his imprecations on his enemies, and especially his 
prayers.
a) Other prophets narrate their experiences, but the Old Testament 

has few parallels to these self-disclosures. In fact, no Old 
Testament prophet has disclosed more of his heart and spiritual 
yearnings than Jeremiah.



b) In them Jeremiah stands in all his human frailty, his love for his 
people, and his utter devotion to the will and call of God.

c) Though he was gentle and timid, because of the call and 
commission of God he adamantly held to his duty.

2. No one in Judah was more patriotic; yet he never allowed himself to 
gloss over Judah’s sins.
a) However, through all his condemnations he saw God’s final aim 

to bless His people, whether the remnant in the land or the 
exiles in Babylon (29:1-14; 32:1-15).

b) His prophecies of Israel’s restoration are among the greatest in 
the Bible (3:14-18; 30:18-22; 31:1-14; 33:10-13).

3. His was a lonely and isolated life; though he longed for human 
fellowship and love, all his life he was denied a family and close 
friends. His fellowship with God was particularly deep and intimate 
(cf. 12:1-6; 14:7-15:21).

K. We often forget that Jeremiah was a man of exceptional courage who 
was unwaveringly determined to proclaim God’s truth though the 
entire nation opposed him. These trials and temptations molded him 
into one of the greatest spiritual giants of all time. Because of his 
timidity, he was prone to discouragement and despair. The Lord gave 
him no signs or miracles to confirm the validity of his predictions.

L. Jeremiah had an intense and unrelenting hatred of sin, rebuking it in 
scathing words. He scrutinized the political, social, moral, and spiritual 
life of the people. Prophets, priests, kings, nobles, and relatives 
received no favoritism from him (cf. 5:1-5; 13:1-14; 22:13-19; 
23:1-4).

V. Conclusion
A. It would almost seem as though a kind of typical significance clings to 

this meek, brave, faithful, suffering prophet of tears -- in the 
experiences which came to him, and in the emotions which worked 
within him.

B. No figure that moves before us anywhere in the Bible comes nearer to 
expressing the sorrowful, patient, gracious love of Christ over those He 
suffers to save than does Jeremiah. He was a wonderful advance 
reflection of the Savior.


