
An Overview Of The Bible
Daniel

I. Introduction
A. For sheer interest, the Book of Daniel surely stands first among the 

writings of the prophets. It is full of supernatural marvel, both in the 
events which it records and in the visions which it describes.

B. But its interest is eclipsed by its importance, for it preserves to us not 
only unique links in the chain of history, but also vital keys to the in-
terpretation of prophecy.

II. Authorship And Date
A. Many today deny that the prophet Daniel wrote this book, particularly 

the last six chapters. The most common argument is that the re-
markably accurate “predictions” in Daniel were the result of a pious 
fraud, perpetrated by a zealous Jew of the Maccabean movement, who 
wished to encourage a spirit of heroism among the Jewish patriots re-
sisting Antiochus IV. Many modern scholars claim that every accurate 
prediction in Daniel was written after it had already been fulfilled, i.e., 
in the period of the Maccabean revolt (168-165 B.C.).

B. The clear testimony of the book itself, however, is that Daniel was the 
author (cf. 8:1; 9:2, 20; 10:2). There is no question that Jesus also 
accepted Daniel as the author of this book (Matthew 24:15). Further-
more, careful linguistic and historical analysis of the book supports a 
date much earlier than the second century B.C.

C. In the third century A.D., Porphyry wrote a 15-volume work entitled 
Against the Christians. In this work, he concluded that Daniel must be 
history, not prophecy, since predictive prophecy is impossible. He ar-
gued for an anonymous author living in the second century B.C. He 
claimed that the writer, a pious scribe living in the middle of the perse-
cution, is addressing his contemporaries through the medium of an an-
cient sage, about whom he recounts stories and to whom he ascribes 
visions.

D. On the other hand, the first chapter refers to Daniel’s capture in 605 
B.C., and Daniel continued his public service until the first year of Cy-
rus (1:21), i.e., about 537 B.C. Daniel probably completed his writing 
about 532 B.C., when he was about 90 years old. The appearance of 
Persian-derived governmental terms in Daniel strongly indicates that 
not only did Daniel live under Persian rule, but also that the book was 
given its final form after Persian had become the official government 
language.

E. The text of Daniel is actually in two languages: Hebrew (chs. 1:1-2:3, 
8:1-12:13) and Aramaic (chs. 2:4-7:28). The Aramaic chapters pertain 



to the Babylonian and Persian empires, whereas the other six chapters 
relate to God’s special plans for His people. The Aramaic section is ad-
dressed to the kings of the earth and therefore written in the interna-
tional language, the lingua franca. The remaining chapters are written 
in Hebrew because they are addressed to Jews.

III. The Outline Of Daniel
A. The life of Daniel (1:1-6:28).

1. Daniel in Nebuchadnezzar’s court (1:1-21).
2. God reveals Nebuchadnezzar’s dream to Daniel (2:1-49).
3. God saves Daniel’s friends from the fiery furnace (3:1-30).
4. Nebuchadnezzar praises the Most High God (4:1-37).
5. The writing on the wall (5:1-31).
6. Daniel in the lion’s den (6:1-28).

B. The prophecies of Daniel (7:1-12:13).
1. The vision of the four beasts (7:1-28).
2. The ram, goat and little horn (8:1-27).
3. Daniel’s prayer of repentance and the prophecy of the 70 weeks 

(9:1-27).
4. The vision of the heavenly messenger (10:1-11:1).
5. The times and “the time of the end” (11:1-12:13).

IV. Purpose
A. In the Hebrew Bible, Daniel appears in the collection known as “The 

Writings” and is indicative of the fact that Daniel differs from other 
prophetic books. The book does not contain the typical prophetic intro-
duction and it is not historical in the same sense as other books; 
rather, it contains a philosophy of history.

B. The Book of Daniel was written in the context of the fall of Jerusalem 
and the deportation of the Jews to Babylonia. Despite decades of 
warning by numerous prophets, the people’s flagrant apostasy and 
immorality finally brought to pass the destruction God had warned 
them about ever since the time of Moses (Deuteronomy 28:64; 29:28; 
2 Chronicles 36:16).

C. From a human viewpoint, it now seemed that the religion of the He-
brews had been completely discredited. The Lord appeared inferior to 
the gods of Assyria and Babylon. How could this situation be reme-
died?

D. It was therefore essential at this time in Israel’s history for God to dis-
play His power in such a way as to prove that He was the one true God 
and the Lord of history. So by a series of miracles He vindicated His 
position as the only true God over against His detractors and con-
vinced the supreme rulers of Babylon and Persia that He, the Lord, 



was the greatest power both on earth and in heaven. Moreover, Dan-
iel’s prayer (9:13-14) gives the proper perspective on the recent 
course of events.

V. Canonicity
A. Daniel should be regarded as having been inherently canonical from 

the very time it was first written and as having achieved recognition by 
God’s people as the inspired word of God quite soon after its publica-
tion.

B. It certainly would have found a ready reception among the exiles who 
returned to Judea under Zerubbabel because of its encouragement for 
them to trust in God’s continuing providence in their behalf during the 
discouragements of those early years of rebuilding.

C. There are several facts that show Daniel was inspired and deserves a 
place in the Old Testament canon.
1. Ezekiel mentions Daniel three times (14:14, 20; 28:3). This is im-

portant contemporaneous testimony to Daniel who, even at that 
time, was widely considered as an outstanding man. This demon-
strates his historicity, integrity, wisdom, and fame.

2. There are three quotations from the book in the Book of Ecclesiasti-
cus, which was written 200-175 B.C.

3. The First Book of Maccabees, written about 110 B.C., is considered 
to highly accurate, and it bears clear witness to Daniel (1 Mac-
cabees 2:59-60).

4. The discovery of several fragments of a second-century manuscript 
of Daniel in Qumran Cave 1 indicates that Jewish believers consid-
ered the book as inspired and authoritative.

D. It is interesting to note that the Septuagint inserted a lengthy apocry-
phal passage after Daniel 3:23, known as the Song of the Three Young 
Men. The apocryphal Susanna appeared in the LXX as a thirteenth 
chapter and the twin narratives Bel and The Dragon as a fourteenth 
chapter.

VI. Daniel’s Prophecies
A. His prophecies of the future of the Jews.

1. Daniel 8.
a) Daniel 8:1-8.

(1) This vision (551 B.C.) follows the one recorded in chapter 7 
by two years. In chapter 8 only two animals appear in the 
vision, suggesting a narrower scope than the four animals of 
chapter 7.

(2) Vss. 20-26, which is the interpretation of the vision, show 
that the two horns of the ram represent Media and Persia. 



The longer horn is Persia, which eclipsed Media in power and 
prestige.

b) Daniel 8:9-14.
(1) The conflict between the ram and the goat is only a prelude 

to the real focus of chapter 8 -- the small horn of vs. 9, Anti-
ochus IV Epiphanes (cf. 1 Maccabees 1:10; Josephus, Antiq-
uities x. 276).

(2) Vs. 12 summarizes the two-pronged attack of Antiochus 
against God’s people and the temple. This attack is the con-
sequence of Antiochus’s rebellion against God.

c) Daniel 11.
(1) Daniel 11:1-4.

(a) The vision in chapters 10-12 (539 B.C.) more fully de-
scribe the vision in chapter 8 by a second vision on the 
same subject, just as the vision in chapter 7 explains 
more fully the one in chapter 2.

(b) Chapter 10 is the prologue (it unfolds the spiritual world 
as the background of the historical world); chapter 11, 
the prophecy itself; and chapter 12, the epilogue.

(2) Daniel 11:5-35.
(a) The kings of the North (Seleucids) and the kings of the 

South (Ptolemies) are descendants of Seleucus and Ptol-
emy. The Seleucids had their power base in Syria, while 
the Ptolemies had their base in Egypt. Judah was caught 
in the middle.

(b) The 31 verses of this section trace the political develop-
ments and intrigue between these two nations. There are 
more than 130 prophecies in the first 35 verses.

(3) Daniel 11:36-45.
(a) Many mistakenly believe this to be the “Antichrist,” the 

supposed seventh head of the seven-headed and ten-
horned beast of Revelation 13:1-18, and the “beast” of 
Armageddon (Revelation 16:13, 16; 19:19).

(b) Vss. 36-45 are a continuation of the description of Antio-
chus Epiphanes, with no indication whatsoever of a 
change of subject. Vss. 36-39 evaluate Antiochus’ relig-
ious attitudes. Vss. 40-45 summarize the career of and 
depict the doom of Antiochus.

d) Daniel 12.
(1) Daniel 12:1-4.

(a) Daniel looks ahead and speaks of another great time of 
trouble. “A time of trouble” implies heavy loss of life, 



both godly and ungodly, which Jesus described at the de-
struction of Jerusalem (cf. Matthew 24:21; Mark 13:19).

(b) Daniel speaks of “many” who will awake (all will arise in 
the final resurrection). This is not a literal resurrection, 
but the resurrection of Israel (cf. Ezekiel 37:1-14; Gala-
tians 6:16). This is the triumph of the Davidic kingdom 
over the nations which hate God (cf. Matthew 24:29-31; 
Hebrews 12:18-29). This occurred when the gospel was 
preached to the Jews beginning at Pentecost (Acts 
2:1-47).

(2) Daniel 12:5-13.
(a) The “time, times and half a time” is the same time that 

the woman spent in the wilderness (Revelation 12:14), 
and the 42 months of the beast out of the sea (Revela-
tion 13:5).

(b) This was the Roman persecution (Revelation 10:5-7). 
The sounding of the seventh trumpet judged the Roman 
Empire and vindicated the indestructible kingdom of God 
(cf. Daniel 2:44; 7:13-14; Hebrews 12:28).

B. His prophecies of Christ.
1. Daniel 7:13-14.

a) The epithet “Ancient of days” refers to God as an old and wise 
judge sitting in His courtroom (vss. 9, 22). Judgment is about to 
begin. The deeds of men are recorded in books (Exodus 32:32; 
Psalm 56:8; 69:28; Isaiah 65:6; Malachi 3:16; Luke 10:20; 
Revelation 20:12), but here the reference is to the deeds of the 
four kingdoms and the little horn.

b) The “Son of man” emphasizes the humanity of the person Daniel 
saw. This person is seen coming with or riding the clouds of 
heaven, which, in scripture, is the exclusive prerogative of God 
(Matthew 24:30; Revelation 1:7). This figure represents Jesus.

c) Vs. 14 emphasizes the universal and everlasting dominion or rule 
of the Son of man (cf. Matthew 28:18). The word translated 
“serve” in vs. 14 is used in Aramaic to refer only to the homage 
due to God. In stating that His kingdom will not be destroyed, it 
alludes to the focus of our next lesson.

2. Daniel 9:24-27.
a) Vs. 24 states the timeframe of “70 weeks” during which God 

would accomplish His plan of redemption for Israel. This period 
of time would elapse before the accomplishment of six great 
achievements for the holy city and Israel. The first three relate 
to the removal of sin; the second three to the restoration of 
righteousness.



(1) “Finish the transgression.”
(2) “Make an end of sins.”
(3) “Make reconciliation for iniquity.”
(4) “Bring in everlasting righteousness.”
(5) “Seal up vision and prophecy.”
(6) “Anoint the most Holy.”

b) The 70 weeks.
(1) The “70 weeks” were a figurative period of the time in which 

God would finish His plan for Israel in bringing the Messiah 
into the world.

(2) The vision concludes with the destruction of Jerusalem.
(a) Christ had informed His disciples that the day was com-

ing when the Jew’s “house” would be left desolate (Mat-
thew 23:38). Not one stone would be left upon another 
(Matthew 24:2).

(b) In Matthew 24:15 Jesus identifies the “abomination of 
desolation” as Emperor Titus and the invading Roman 
armies (cf. Mark 13:14; Luke 19:41-44; 21:20). It was 
an abomination because it destroyed everything holy to 
the Jews.

(c) Two events -- the crucifixion of Jesus and the destruction 
of Jerusalem -- are dealt with in vss. 26-27.

C. His prophecies of kingdom.
1. Daniel 2:31-45.

a) Nebuchadnezzar dreamed he saw an enormous, dazzling statue 
(604 B.C.). The statue was in human form with various metals 
comprising its different sections. To bring about its destruction, a 
rock appeared. The rock struck the statue on its feet, felling it. 
The fall resulted in the destruction of the iron, clay, bronze, sil-
ver, and gold of the statue. A wind swept away the pieces of the 
statue without leaving a trace. The rock, however, became a 
huge mountain and filled the whole earth.

b) According to the interpretation in vss. 31-45, the different sec-
tions represent world empires. None of these four world empires 
would endure forever. Each in turn collapses to its successor. By 
contrast God will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed 
(Psalm 2:6; 48:1-2; Isaiah 2:2-3; Ezekiel 17:23; Micah 4:1-2).

2. Daniel 7:1-28.
a) Chapter 7 is dated during the first year of Belshazzar (553 B.C). 

Chapter 7 parallels the vision in chapter 2; both set forth four 
world kingdoms followed by the overthrow of the fourth and a 
final kingdom established on earth by God. Chapter 2 examines 



the kingdoms’ external, political aspect, while this chapter deals 
with their moral features.

b) Like the colossus of chapter 2, the vision begins in the present. 
The lion with the wings of an eagle stands for Babylon. This hy-
brid animal becomes humanlike -- reminiscent of Nebuchadnez-
zar’s experience in chapter 4. The lion as the king of the beasts 
and the eagle as the king of the birds, corresponds well with 
gold, the most precious of metals.

c) The fourth beast is nondescript, but extremely powerful. This 
fourth beast signifies a fourth kingdom (Rome) that would 
devour and destroy the earth.
(1) The “little horn” is Domitian, who the emperor Tertullian de-

scribed as a “limb of the bloody Nero.” Domitian (A.D. 81-96) 
was the eleventh ruler of the Roman Empire.

(2) Domitian had every characteristic described in vss. 7-8, 20-
25.
(a) He was a braggart and a persecutor.
(b) He sought to restore the Roman imperial cultus and en-

couraged worship of himself as lord and god. The con-
cept of emperor worship had a natural evolution in the 
Gentile world aided by polytheism, ancestor-worship, and 
the deification of legendary heroes.

(c) He started a policy of persecution that did not end until 
the Edict of Toleration (A.D. 311).

VII.Scriptural Themes
A. The principal scriptural theme in Daniel is the absolute sovereignty of 

the Lord, the God of Israel. The book consistently emphasizes that the 
fortunes of kings and the affairs of humans are subject to God’s de-
crees, and that He is able to accomplish His will despite the most de-
termined opposition of the mightiest kings on earth. The miracles re-
corded in the first six chapters clearly demonstrate God’s sovereignty 
on behalf of those faithful to Him.

B. A second scriptural theme is the power of persistent prayer. Daniel and 
his companions were delivered from dangers and dilemmas by prayer. 
Especially impressive is Daniel’s intense prayer on behalf of his nation 
for God to restore His people to their land at the end of 70 years 
(9:2-19; 10:12-14).

C. A third scriptural theme is the long-range purview of God’s marvelous 
plan of the ages. Daniel predicts many elements of Christ’s ministry 
(9:24-27).

D. Lastly, underlying the entire scenario is the invincible grace of God. 
Even after the sternest warnings of the prophets had been disre-



garded, the Lord never abandoned His people to the full consequences 
of their sin but in lovingkindness subjected them to an ordeal that 
purged them of idolatry. Then He allowed them to return to their 
homeland, thus setting the stage for the coming of the Messiah.

VIII.Conclusion
A. Although modern critics have tried to denigrate the Book of Daniel, 

careful investigation shows it to be unquestionably genuine, and an in-
spired part of the word of divine truth.

B. The key thought and central purpose of the book are expressed in 
4:17: “This matter is by the decree of the watchers, and the demand 
by the word of the holy ones: to the intent that the living may know 
that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to 
whomsoever he will, and setteth up over it the basest of men.” It is in-
teresting to note that the key theme of Ezekiel, the other book of the 
captivity, is mentioned over 60 times in the book: “And they shall 
know that I am the Lord.”


