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Nahum

I. Introduction
A. As we make our way through the writings of the Hebrew prophets, one 

fact forcibly impresses us: these inspired men profoundly realized the 
sovereignty of God.

B. The Book of Nahum is unique in that the prophet is silent about the 
sins of Judah. It deals exclusively with the doom of a cruel foe, a shout 
of triumph over an enemy.

II. Structure Of Nahum
A. The book opens with a brief identification of the prophet Nahum. Then 

it launches into a psalm of praise that celebrates the power and good-
ness of God. This comforting picture is contrasted with the evil deeds 
of the Assyrians. With graphic language, Nahum presents a prophetic 
picture of the coming judgment of God. He informs the nation of 
Assyria that its days as a world power are drawing to a close. In an 
oracle of woe, the prophet describes Nineveh as a “bloody city, com-
pletely full of lies and pillage” (3:1). Soon the city of Nineveh will be 
laid waste, and Assyria will crumble before the judgment of God.

B. Nahum’s book is considered one of the most poetic in the Old Testa-
ment. It has been described as “stately and impressive.” As one reads 
it he feels himself carried from thought to thought at a rapid and 
highly excited pace. The style is forceful, brilliant, and lifelike. One 
feels that he is sharing with the prophet the excitement of the mo-
ment.

C. Although the book is considered very poetic, the burden of Nahum’s 
message is fiery and indignant, almost akin to animosity and revenge, 
and expressive of the pent-up feelings of generations of suffering peo-
ple which bursts forth like a flame of fire upon Israel’s national foe. It 
is outraged humanity at large which calls for vengeance.

III. Outline Of Nahum
A. Nineveh’s doom declared (1:1-15).

1. The general principles of divine judgment (1:1-8).
2. The destruction of Nineveh and deliverance of Judah (1:9-15).

B. Nineveh’s doom described (2:1-13)
1. The call to battle (2:1-2).
2. The destruction of Nineveh (2:3-13).

C. Nineveh’s doom deserved (3:1-19)
1. The reasons for the destruction of Nineveh (3:1-11).
2. The destruction of Nineveh is inevitable (3:12-19).



IV. Authorship And Date
A. This book was written by a prophet known as “Nahum the Elkoshite” 

(1:1). The name “Nahum” means “Consolation.” This brief identifica-
tion tells us all we know about this spokesman for the Lord. Even the 
location of his home, Elkosh, is uncertain. “Capernaum” in the Hebrew 
language means “the village of Nahum” which has caused many to be-
lieve Elkosh was in Galilee. However, most scholars believe he may 
have lived in northern Judah. At times Nahum apparently speaks as a 
representative of Judah; and, as an enthusiastic patriot, betrays his 
local surroundings (1:4, 15: 2:1; 3:1-7).

B. The book can be dated with reasonable accuracy. The earliest date 
identifiable in the book is the fall of No-amon, the Egyptian Thebes, 
the capital of Upper Egypt (3:8). The expedition alluded to was carried 
out by Ashurbanipal, king of Assyria (Ezra 4:10; Jeremiah 46:25; Eze-
kiel 30:14-16), in 663 B.C. Nineveh fell, as Nahum predicted, about 
612 B.C. Therefore, the book was written between these two dates, 
although most scholars narrow the date to the time between 630 and 
612 B.C.

V. Historical Setting
A. It is noteworthy that two of the books (Jonah and Nahum) among the 

so-called “Minor Prophets” are devoted completely to Nineveh. Close to 
100 years prior to Nahum, Jonah preached to the Ninevites and 
spurred tremendous repentance. However, soon after the Ninevites re-
turned to their previous course, even going to greater lengths of wick-
edness than before. They must now learn, through the prophet Na-
hum, that God punishes wickedness.

B. Leading up to Nahum’s day, Assyria had become one of the dominant 
powers of the ancient world. In fact, when Nahum prophesied, Assyria 
was extremely prosperous. The northern kingdom of Israel fell to 
Assyrian forces in 722 B.C. Some prophets taught that this pagan na-
tion was used as an instrument of God’s judgment against His way-
ward people (Isaiah 10:5-11), but now it was Assyria’s turn to feel the 
force of God’s wrath.
1. Ashurbanipal, the king who led Assyrian armies in victory over No-

amon, was exceptionally cruel. He even boasted of his violence and 
shameful atrocities.

2. It is reported that he tore off the lips and limbs of kings, forced 
three captured rulers of Elam to drag his chariot through the 
streets, compelled a prince to wear around his neck the decapitated 
head of his king and feasted in a garden with the head of a Chal-
dean monarch whom he had forced to commit suicide hanging from 



a tree above them. No other king of Assyria ever boasts of such in-
human and atrocious actions (cf. 2 Chronicles 33:11).

3. Interestingly, Ashurbanipal’s legacy was his library, which boasted 
over 20,000 clay tablets. Most of what we know about the Assyrian 
Empire comes from this library. Texts giving the ancient Babylonian 
versions of the creation and the Flood have shed light on the ac-
count of these events recorded in Genesis

C. The armies of Nabopolassar of Babylon, along with the Medes and 
Scythians, stormed Nineveh in 612 B.C. and destroyed it completely. 
The entire Assyrian Empire crumbled three years later under the re-
lentless assault of this aggressive Babylonian ruler, thus beginning the 
Neo-Babylonian Empire. As Nahum prophesied, Assyria’s day of domi-
nance ended with their humiliation by a foreign power.

VI. Scriptural Contribution
A. Nahum teaches the sure judgment of God against those who oppose 

His will and abuse His people. Although God will forgive sin repented 
of, He will not condone sin persisted in (Galatians 6:7). There is no es-
caping Him. Acts of inhumanity are acts against God, and He will serve 
as the ultimate and final judge. God sometimes uses a pagan nation as 
an instrument of His judgment, just as He used the Assyrians against 
the nation of Israel.

B. When God does use a nation in this fashion, it does not excuse the pa-
gan nation from God’s laws and requirements. It will be judged by the 
same standards of righteousness and holiness which God applies to all 
the other people of the world. Nahum’s prophecy is not the recording 
of personal glee over the fall of a national foe, but it is a fervent ex-
pression of the outraged conscience of mankind. It is not Israel’s pride 
that is at stake, but God’s honor and faithfulness that He will avenge 
His people when the time is ripe.

VII.Special Considerations
A. Some people wonder about the gloomy, pessimistic tone of the book of 

Nahum. How can this picture of God’s wrath and judgment be recon-
ciled with the God of grace and love whom we meet in the New Testa-
ment? As the sovereign, all-powerful God, He has the right to work His 
purpose in the world. Judgment against sin is a part of the work He 
must do in order to remain a just and holy God.

B. Nahum’s announcement of God’s approaching judgment also carries a 
call for holy living and faithful proclamation by God’s people. Our work 
is to carry the message of salvation to those who are surely doomed 
unless they turn to God in repentance and faith.



VIII.Conclusion
A. In Nahum’s dirge there is very real comfort for the godly. It is the 

comfort of knowing that in the righteous government of God, the out-
rages of impenitent evildoers against their fellow man is divinely pun-
ished.

B. That this prophecy of Nahum actually is a product of divine inspiration, 
and not just a thirst for human revenge, is made sure by the fact that 
it was fulfilled to the very letter. Christians should look forward to, and 
pray for, the final vengeance of God on the wicked, and His vindication 
of the upright.


