
An Overview Of The Bible
Matthew

I. Introduction
A. Matthew properly introduces our four gospels. As none of the others, 

he links the New Testament with the Old Testament showing our Lord’s 
fulfilling of the Hebrew scriptures.

B. Moreover, since Matthew writes primarily for the Jews, he shows that 
he is the true introduction of the of the New Testament, for the New 
Testament is to “the Jew first, and also to the Greek” (Romans 1:16).

II. The Structure Of Matthew
A. Matthew was a skilled writer and gave his gospel structure, form, and 

rhythm. The book centers on five main discussions (each preceded by 
a narrative section): 5:1-7:29; 10:5-11:1; 13:1-53; 18:1-19:2; 
24:1-25:46.

B. Each discussion begins by placing Jesus in a specific context and ends 
with a formula found nowhere else in the gospel and with a summary 
pointing forward and backward. These five discussions are very well-
defined, meaning that it is almost certain that Matthew planned them. 
In this scheme, His birth functions as a prologue anticipating the open-
ing of the gospel. Matthew 26-28 constitutes a sixth narrative section 
with the responsibility of the corresponding teaching section being 
given to the disciples (28:18-20).

III. The Outline Of Matthew
A. The origin and birth of Jesus (1:1-2:23).

1. The genealogy of Jesus (1:1-17).
2. The birth of Jesus (1:18-25).
3. The visit of the magi (2:1-12).
4. The escape to Egypt (2:13-15).
5. The massacre of Bethlehem’s boys (2:16-18).
6. The return to Nazareth (2:19-23).

B. The gospel of the kingdom (3:1-7:29).
1. Narrative (3:1-4:25).
2. First discussion: the sermon on the mount (5:1-7:29).

C. The kingdom extended under Jesus’ authority (8:1-11:1).
1. Narrative (8:1-10:4).
2. Second discussion: preaching and martyrdom (10:5-11:1)

D. Teaching and preaching the gospel of the kingdom (11:2-13:53).
1. Narrative (11:2-12:50).
2. Third discussion: parables of the kingdom (Matthew 13:1-53).



E. The glory and the shadow (13:54-19:2).
1. Narrative (13:54-17:27).
2. Fourth discussion: life under the authority of the kingdom 

(18:1-19:2).
F. Opposition and a discussion of the end (19:3-26:5).

1. Narrative (19:3-23:39).
2. Fifth discussion: on the Mount of Olives (24:1-25:46).

G. The crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus (26:6-28:20).
1. The crucifixion (26:6-27:66).
2. The resurrection (28:1-15).
3. The risen Messiah and His disciples (28:16-20).

IV. Authorship And Date
A. When one deals with the question of who wrote a particular book, the 

evidence is normally twofold: evidence outside the book and evidence 
within the book itself. External evidence strongly supports the view 
that the apostle Matthew wrote the gospel that bears his name. Many 
early writers cited Matthew as its author, including Clement of Rome, 
Polycarp, Justin Martyr, Clement of Alexandria, Tertullian, and Origen.

B. Internal evidence also supports the fact that Matthew was the author 
of the first gospel. This book has more references to coins than any of 
the other three gospels. In fact this gospel includes three terms for 
coins that are found nowhere else in the New Testament (17:24, 27; 
18:24). Since Matthew’s occupation was tax collecting, he had an in-
terest in coins and noted the cost of certain items. The profession of 
tax collector would necessitate an ability to write and keep records. 
Matthew obviously had the ability, humanly speaking, to write a book 
such as the first gospel.

C. His humility comes through as well, for Matthew alone continually re-
fers to himself throughout his gospel as a tax collector But Mark and 
Luke do not use that term of contempt when speaking of Matthew. 
Also, when Matthew began to follow Jesus, he invited his friends to a 
dinner (9:9-10). Luke, however, called the dinner “a great feast” (Luke 
5:29). The omissions from the first gospel are significant too, for Mat-
thew omitted the parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector (Luke 
18:9-14) and the story of Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10). The internal evi-
dence concerning the authorship of the first gospel points to Matthew 
as its most likely author.

D. During the first three centuries of the church, Matthew was the most 
highly revered and frequently quoted gospel. The earliest documents 
referring to Matthew are the letters of Ignatius (c. A.D. 110-15). Thus 
the end of the first century or thereabouts is the latest date for the 
gospel of Matthew to have been written.



E. A careful reading of Matthew suggests it was written well before the 
fall of Jerusalem. For example, Matthew records more warnings 
against Sadducees than all other New Testament writers combined; 
but after A.D. 70 the Sadducees no longer existed as a center of 
authority. This argues for a pre-70 date for this book, although the ex-
act date cannot be determined.

V. The Place Of Composition And Destination
A. Most scholars take Antioch as the place of composition. Antioch was a 

Greek-speaking city with a substantial Jewish population; and the first 
clear evidence of anyone using the gospel of Matthew comes from Ig-
natius, bishop of Antioch at the beginning of the second century. How-
ever, we must remember that Ignatius depends more on John’s gospel 
and the letters of Paul than on Matthew, but this does not mean they 
were all written in Antioch.

B. We cannot be sure of the first gospel’s place of composition. Still more 
uncertain is its destination. The usual assumption is that the evangelist 
wrote it to meet the needs of his own area. But Matthew may have 
been more itinerant than is usually assumed; and out of such a work 
he may have written his gospel to strengthen and inform a large num-
ber of followers and give them an evangelistic and apologetic tool. The 
only reasonably certain conclusion is that the gospel was written 
somewhere in the Roman province of Syria.

VI. Themes
A. Christ. Matthew’s view of Christ can, at least in part, be understood by 

an examination of the titles he uses. “Son of David” appears in the 
first verse, identifying Jesus as the promised Davidic Messiah; and 
then the title recurs, often on the lips of the needy and the ill, who an-
ticipate relief from Him (cf. 9:27). Matthew uses kyrios (“Lord”) more 
often than Mark. The term “Son of God” is also important in Matthew 
(cf. 2:15; 3:17; 4:3; 8:29; 16:16; 17:5; 26:63).

B. Prophecy and fulfillment. One of Matthew’s special characteristics is to 
show how Jesus fulfilled scripture. He opens up the deep ties that bind 
together the Old Testament and the New Testament.

C. Law. Matthew shows that Jesus taught that the law had a prophetic 
function pointing to Himself. Its validity lies in Jesus’ own ministry, 
teaching, death, and resurrection. The unifying factor is Jesus Himself, 
whose work and teaching stand with respect to the Old Testament as 
fulfillment does to prophecy. Matthew also displays more interest than 
the other two in matters related to Jewish law and customs and the re-
lation between Israel and faith in Jesus.



D. Church. The word ekklesia (“church”) occurs twice in Matthew (16:18; 
18:17). Matthew insists that Jesus predicted the continuation of His 
small group of disciples in a larger body of Christians (16:18). Jesus 
also insists that obeying the ethical requirements of the kingdom must 
characterize their lives. Their allegiance proves false wherever they do 
not do what Jesus teaches (7:21-23). Finally, a certain discipline must 
be imposed on the church (18:15-18).

E. The end of time. Matthew consistently distinguishes among four time 
periods: (1) the period of revelation and history previous to Jesus; (2) 
the inauguration of something new in His coming and ministry; (3) the 
period beginning with His exaltation -- from which point His followers 
proclaim the gospel of the kingdom to all nations;  and, (4) the end of 
time.

F. The Jewish leaders. Two areas need clarification for understanding 
Matthew’s treatment of the Jewish leaders. The first is the identifica-
tion of the “Pharisees” at the time of Jesus. Two of their main contribu-
tions to society were to adapt the Old Testament laws through their 
traditions and to lead first-century Judaism. The holiness demanded by 
the Old Testament prophets was watered down, preparing the way for 
Jesus’ preaching that demanded a righteousness greater than that of 
the Pharisees. Matthew also often links the Sadducees together with 
the Pharisees, not because the views of these two groups were similar, 
but because they were united in their opposition to Jesus.

G. Mission. One can easily recognize that the closing verses are fully in-
tended to be the climax toward which the entire gospel moves 
(28:16-20). By tying together some of Matthew’s most dominant 
themes, these verses give them a new depth that reaches back and 
sheds light on the entire gospel.

H. Miracles. Miracles in Matthew share certain characteristics with those in 
Mark and Luke. Jesus’ miracles are bound up with the coming of the 
promised kingdom (8:16-17; 12:22-30). They are part of His Messi-
anic work (4:23; 11:4-6) and therefore the evidence of the coming 
kingdom and of the status of Jesus the Messiah. Matthew’s miracles 
are distinctive for the brevity with which they are reported. He con-
denses introductions and conclusions, and omits secondary charac-
ters).

I. The disciples’ understanding and faith. Like Mark, Matthew portrays 
the disciples as failing to understand Jesus’ teachings about His com-
ing death and resurrection. They were unprepared before the events to 
accept the notion of a crucified and resurrected Messiah. Their per-
spective radically changed after the triumph of Jesus’ resurrection. 
Matthew’s readers, whether in the first century or today, may profit 
from studying the disciples’ experience as he records it.



VII.Conclusion
A. The final promise of Matthew 28:20 is extremely appropriate on which 

to end. Christ is not only with us, He is all around us -- not only now 
but always.

B. We can furthermore never forget that the special promise of His pres-
ence is given in connection with our going forth as winners of others to 
Him.


