
An Overview Of The Bible
Luke

I. Introduction
A. As we studied our way through the second gospel, you found yourself 

thinking how different it was than the first. In pressing on into the 
third gospel, you will find how different it is than the previous two. The 
variation is fascinating!

B. In Matthew, He is the king. In Mark, He is the servant. In Luke, behold 
the man. These different emphases can be overstated, but they cannot 
be overlooked. Each one had a certain class of readers primarily in 
view, selecting and using his material accordingly. While behind it all 
was the Holy Spirit, supernaturally guiding their willing pens to expe-
dite the divine pattern of their fourfold presentation.

II. The Structure Of Luke
A. In Matthew we have significant groupings. In Mark we have successive 

snapshots. In Luke we have a beautifully told story. In his prologue, 
Luke states that his own work was the result of the work of others 
(1:1), that he consulted eyewitnesses (1:2), and that he arranged the 
information (1:3) under the guidance of the Holy Spirit to instruct 
Theophilus in the historical reliability of the faith (1:4). This is a care-
fully researched and documented writing.

B. When we examined Mark we found ourselves diverted from literary di-
visions, and instead focusing on vivid scenes and rapid transitions 
which were intended to hold the reader’s mind. Luke is clearly ar-
ranged into parts or movements.

C. The first section is the Lord’s nativity narrative. It has no parallel in the 
other gospels. Mark and John tell nothing at all about our Lord’s birth 
at Bethlehem. Matthew does, but he does not describe the levels of 
physical development as does Luke. Matthew’s account is only a quar-
ter the length of Luke’s. The second section reports the Lord’s work in 
Galilee, which is noticeably shorter than Matthew’s or Mark’s. The third 
section is the long chronicle of our Lord’s journey to Jerusalem. In con-
trast with only two chapters in Matthew and one in Mark, it extends 
through no less than ten chapters in Luke, thereby forming the longest 
part of the gospel. The fourth and final part is comprised of Luke’s re-
counting of the final tragedy and triumph in Jerusalem.

III. The Outline Of Luke
A. “Good tidings” -- a Savior (1:1-4:13).

1. Explanatory prologue (1:1-4).
2. The two annunciations by Gabriel (1:5-38).



3. The two mothers: Elizabeth and Mary (1:39-56).
4. The two sons: John and Jesus (1:57-2:52).
5. The work of John (3:1-22).
6. The genealogy of Mary (3:23-38).
7. The temptation of Jesus (4:1-13).

B. “In the Spirit” -- Galilee (4:14-9:50).
1. Teaching and miracles before the twelve chosen (4:14-6:11).
2. Teaching and miracles after the twelve chosen (6:12-8:56).
3. Multiplied operations: the twelve sent out (9:1-17).
4. Peter’s confession: cross foretold (9:18-26).
5. Jesus transfigured: cross foretold (9:27-36).
6. Demoniac cured: cross foretold (9:37-50).

C. “He set His face” -- Jerusalem (9:51-19:44).
1. Messengers sent on (9:51-11:12).
2. Pharisees warned (11:13-12:12).
3. Covetousness reproved (12:13-13:21).
4. Jesus urged away: lament over Jerusalem (13:22-35).
5. Galilee: dropsy cured (14:1-17:10).
6. Samaria: lepers cured (17:11-18:34).
7. Jericho: the blind man and Zaccheus (18:35-19:27).
8. Jerusalem: lament over the city (19:28-44).

D. “This is the heir -- kill Him” (19:45-24:53).
1. Jesus versus the priests, scribes, and Pharisees (19:45-21:4).
2. Jesus foretells the future (21:5-38).
3. Passover, Gethsemane, and betrayal (22:1-53).
4. Jesus before the high priest and council (22:54-71).
5. Jesus before Pilate (23:1-12).
6. Jesus sentenced, crucified, and buried (23:13-56).
7. Resurrection, promise, and ascension (24:1-53).

IV. Authorship And Date
A. Luke was the “beloved physician” (Colossians 4:14), close friend, and 

companion of Paul. As a physician, he displays an unusual interest in 
medical matters (4:38; 7:15; 8:55; 14:2; 18:15; 22:50).
1. Luke must have been a Gentile for Paul differentiates him from the 

Jews in Colossians 4:10-14.
2. Paul wrote that, of his fellow-workers, Aristarchus, Mark, and John 

were the only ones who were Jews. The others (Epaphras, Luke, 
and Demas) were therefore Gentiles. This would make Luke the 
only Gentile author of New Testament.

B. The authorship of Luke and Acts enjoys the unanimous consent of 
scholarship, with tradition going back to Irenaeus. We know nothing 



about his early life or conversion except that he was not an eyewitness 
of these events (Luke 1:2).

C. Though a physician by profession, he was primarily an evangelist, writ-
ing two books (which comprise 28% of the Greek New Testament) and 
accompanying Paul in his travels (as noted by the “we” sections of 
Acts). He was with Paul at the time of the apostle’s death (2 Timothy 
4:11), but of his later life we posses no data.

D. Since the conclusion of Acts shows Paul in Rome, and since the gospel 
of Luke was written before Acts (Acts 1:1), Luke’s gospel was probably 
written about A.D. 60, possibly in Caesarea during Paul’s two-year im-
prisonment (Acts 24:27).

V. The Gentile Character Of Luke
A. Though specifically dedicated to Theophilus (who apparently was a 

Gentile himself), the gospel is written for all Gentiles. Several lines of 
evidence point to this conclusion.
1. Luke frequently explained Jewish localities (4:31; 8:26; 21:37; 

23:51; 24:13). This would be unnecessary if he were writing to 
Jews.

2. He traced Jesus’ genealogy (3:23-38) all the way back to Adam 
(rather than to Abraham, as in Matthew’s gospel). The implication is 
that Jesus was representing all mankind rather than just the Jewish 
nation.

3. Luke referred to Roman emperors in designating the dates of Jesus’ 
birth (2:1) and of John the Baptist’s preaching (3:1).

4. Luke used a number of words which would be more familiar to Gen-
tile readers than the comparable Jewish terms found in Matthew’s 
gospel.

5. Luke used the Septuagint when quoting from the Old Testament. He 
has relatively few direct quotations, though the book is filled with 
allusions (cf. 2:23-24; 3:4-6; 4:4, 8, 10-12, 18-19; 7:27; 10:27; 
18:20; 19:46; 20:17, 28, 37, 42-43; 22:37).

6. Little is said about Jesus’ fulfilling prophecies because that theme 
was not nearly so important to Gentile readers as it was to Jewish 
readers. Luke has only five direct references to fulfillment of proph-
ecy and all but one (3:4) are found in the teaching of Jesus to Is-
rael.

B. This is a gospel of the compassionate Son of Man offering salvation to 
the whole world (19:10). How destitute we would be without Luke’s 
material!

VI. The Emphases Of Luke
A. Prayer.



1. There is in this gospel a special emphasis on prayer (3:21; 5:16; 
6:12; 9:18, 28-29; 10:21; 11:1; 22:39-46; 23:34, 46).

2. Each synoptist records the Gethsemane prayer, but apart from that 
our Lord’s engagement in prayer occurs only once in Matthew and 
twice in Mark.

3. His human dependence on God is remarkable. He also teaches 
about prayer multiple times (11:5-10; 18:1-8, 9-14).

B. The Holy Spirit.
1. The Holy Spirit is named more in Luke than in Matthew and Mark 

together, and even more than John.
2. Although the angel reveals to Mary that she will be with child by the 

Holy Spirit (Matthew 1:18, 20), Luke intensifies the Spirit’s activity 
(1:35). The miracle was entirely the result of the Holy Spirit.

3. All of the gospels note the descending Spirit on Jesus at His bap-
tism, but Luke goes on to say that He was “full of the Holy Ghost” 
(4:1). Additionally, at His temptation, Luke adds that Jesus returned 
“in the power of the Spirit” (4:14).

4. Jesus also mentioned the work of the Spirit within Him as He began 
His work in Nazareth (4:18). Even apart from our Lord and His 
teaching, Luke’s narrative is filled with the Spirit’s work (1:15, 35, 
41, 67; 2:25-27; 11:13, 20; 24:49).

C. The universal appeal.
1. While Matthew’s gospel is distinctively Jewish, Luke’s account subtly 

includes God’s desire to save the Gentiles (1:79; 2:10, 29-32; 3:6). 
This universal appeal is shown in the great attention given to re-
counting the events surrounding the birth of Christ.
a) Only Luke records the annunciation to Zacharias and Mary, the 

songs of Elizabeth and Mary, the birth and childhood of John the 
Baptist, the birth of Jesus, the visit of the shepherds, the cir-
cumcision, presentation in the Temple, details of Christ’s child-
hood, and the inner thoughts of Mary.

b) Surrounding the nativity of our Lord, the book preserves four 
beautiful hymns: the Magnificat of Mary (1:46-55), the Benedic-
tus of Zacharias (1:67-79), the Gloria in Excelsis of the angels 
(2:14), and the Nunc Dimittis of Simeon (2:29-32).

2. Luke shows an uncommon interest in individuals, as seen in his ac-
counts of Zaccheus (19:1-10) and the penitent thief (23:39-43), 
and in the parables of the prodigal son (15:11-32) and the penitent 
tax-gatherer (18:9-14). It is Luke who gives us the story of the 
good Samaritan (10:29-37) and the one thankful ex-leper 
(17:11-19). In fact, there are 20 parables in Luke and all but two 
begin with, “There was a certain man,” or some similar expression 
as opposed to “the kingdom of heaven is like” in Matthew.



D. Human poverty.
1. Luke begins by telling of the poverty of Mary (1:48, 52-53), and the 

impoverished circumstances of His birth (2:7, 24). Jesus was 
anointed to preach to the poor (4:18). The beatitudes preserved by 
Luke address actual physical poverty, hunger, and tears, which 
sharpens them into a pointed human sorrow (6:17-49).

2. Jesus calls upon His listeners to take the invitation to the poor 
(14:13, 21). The parable of Lazarus underscores poverty 
(16:19-31). Zaccheus was willing to give half of his goods to the 
poor (19:8).

3. Luke alone tells us that Jesus depended on the help of the women 
in His work (8:1-3), and sitting at other men’s tables for sustenance 
(5:29; 7:36; 10:38-42; 11:37; 14:1; 15:5).

E. Human sympathies.
1. The prominent place given to women is another distinctive feature 

of this gospel  Luke alone tells us about John’s mother Elizabeth 
and of the prophetess Anna. He tells us of Mary and Martha, and of 
the widows of Sarepta and Nain.

2. Luke alone says that the widow’s son of Nain was her “only son” 
(7:12). Luke alone tells us that Jarius’ daughter was his “only 
daughter” (8:42). He also also tells us that the demoniac son was 
an “only child” (9:38). He also reveals personal details, particularly 
about age, that underline human sympathies and differentiate his 
gospel.

3. Luke particularly mentions the outreach of Jesus to outcasts. His 
mention of the publicans (3:12; 7:29; 15:1; 18:9-14), the woman 
who was a sinner (7:39-50), the publican’s prayer (18:9-14), the 
prodigal son (15:11-32), and the penitent thief on the cross 
(23:43) show the interest of Jesus in the sinner.

VII.Conclusion
A. Luke sets forth Jesus in all the simple purity, lovely nature, profound 

beauty, and moral excellence of His sinless manhood.
B. Jesus not only transcends the the highest conception of Greek culture, 

but He translates the ideal into concrete reality. He is always our per-
fect example. His manhood is our pattern. We are called to live like 
Him.


