
An Overview Of The Bible
John

I. Introduction
A. A whole volume could be written about what scholars have written 

about the gospel of John. Its priceless preciousness lies in its divine 
revelation and spiritual values. Gleaming over its doorway is the in-
scription, “No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, 
which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him” (1:18).

B. Matthew, Mark, and Luke reveal facts, and leave them to make their 
own impression on the reader. This is not so with John. Everything is 
selected and directed to secure a verdict. He is concerned with not 
only the facts but with the issues. The reader is directly challenged, 
and must choose, to receive and be saved, or to reject and perish for-
ever (20:31).

II. The Structure Of John
A. The gospel of John is a narrative composed of various individual 

scenes from the work of Jesus; it is not a complete biography. The 
chronological gaps leave an impression of incompleteness for those 
expecting a complete chronicle of Jesus’ work. Because the gospel has 
a specific purpose, it utilizes only the episodes that will best illustrate 
its presentation of Jesus as the object of faith.

B. Matthew, Mark, and Luke revealed the seven peak events of Jesus: 
birth, baptism, temptation, transfiguration, crucifixion, resurrection, 
and ascension. They are a presentation of Jesus; John is an interpreta-
tion of Jesus, and therefore is markedly different. The first three show 
us Jesus outwardly; the fourth gospel interprets Him inwardly. The first 
three emphasis the human aspects; the fourth unveils the divine. The 
other three gospels are mainly occupied with His Galilean ministry; 
this one is almost completely devoted to His Judean ministry. The 
other three are purely factual, while John is also doctrinal. The other 
three begin with a human genealogy and a fulfillment of Jewish proph-
ecy; John begins with a direct revelation of what was eternal. As a re-
sult, over 90% of the content of John does not occur in the other four 
gospels.

III. The Outline Of John
A. Prologue (1:1-18).
B. The public ministry of the word (1:19-12:50).

1. The beginning ministry (1:19-4:54).
2. The rise of controversy (5:1-47).
3. The beginning of conflict (6:1-8:11).



4. The intensification of controversy (8:12-59).
5. The manifestation of opposition (9:1-11:57).
6. The crisis of ministry (12:1-50).

C. The private ministry of the word (13:1-17:26).
1. The last supper (13:1-30).
2. The last discourse (13:31-16:33).
3. The last prayer (17:1-26).

D. The crucifixion of the word (18:1-20:31).
1. The arrest in Gethsemane (18:1-11).
2. The hearing before Annas (18:12-14, 19-24).
3. The denial by Peter (18:15-18, 25-27).
4. The trial Before Pilate (18:28-19:16).
5. The crucifixion (19:17-27).
6. The death of Jesus (19:28-37).
7. The burial of Jesus (19:38-42).
8. The resurrection (20:1-29).
9. Statement of purpose (20:30-31).

E. Epilogue (21:1-25).

IV. Authorship And Date
A. The writer of this gospel is identified as “the disciple whom Jesus 

loved” (21:20, 24). He obviously was a Palestinian Jew who was an 
eyewitness of the events of Christ’s life, for he displays knowledge of 
Jewish customs (7:37-39; 18:28) and of the land of Palestine (1:44, 
46; 5:2), and he includes details of an eyewitness (2:6; 13:26; 21:8, 
11). Eliminating the other disciples who were very close to Jesus, one 
concludes that John was the author. The earliest of traditions (includ-
ing Irenaeus, Clement of Alexandra, and Tertullian) attributes the gos-
pel to John.

B. John the apostle was the son of Zebedee and Salome and was the 
younger brother of James (Matthew 27:56; cf. Mark 15:40-41). He 
was a Galilean who apparently came from a fairly affluent home (Mark 
1:20; Luke 5:10). He was known as a “Son of Thunder” (Mark 3:17; 
cf. Luke 9:54; Matthew 20:20; Mark 10:35). He was one of the “inner 
circle,” being present with Peter and James during the raising of Jarius’ 
daughter, the transfiguration, and in Gethsemane. He played a leading 
role in the work of the early church in Jerusalem, being the primary 
one with Peter during the first few chapters of Acts (Acts 3:1, 3-4, 11; 
4:13, 19; 8:14; Galatians 2:9). Later he went to Ephesus and for an 
unknown reason was exiled to the island of Patmos (Revelation 1:9).

C. The discovery of the Rylands papyrus fragment (dated about A.D. 135) 
tells us the gospel was written in the first century. Several decades 
would have been required between the original writing of the gospel 



and its being copied and circulated as far as Egypt where the fragment 
was found. The gospel was apparently being circulated between 89 
and 90, though it may have been written from Ephesus earlier.

V. The Viewpoints Of John
A. Theme.

1. The central theme of John is unmistakably “belief” (1:12). The var-
ied episodes and teachings of the gospel all help develop this con-
cept (1:7; 20:31). The word “believe” appears 98 times in the gos-
pel. All the signs, teachings, and events in the gospel are used to 
stimulate faith in Christ and are so ordered that they mark growth 
in this faith on the part of His disciples. Growth was not always uni-
form, as Peter’s experience shows, and generally was countered by 
a growth of unbelief, as seen in the conduct of Jesus’ enemies.

2. The development of “belief “in John’s gospel affords one key to its 
interpretation and marks its progressive appeal in the development 
of faith. John is not so much concerned with a regular sequence of 
events as with the creation of a relationship based on faith in Jesus 
as the Christ, the Son of God.

B. The chronological framework.
1. The chronological framework of the gospel is loose. The segment 

from 1:19 to 2:11 represents the consecutive events of a few days, 
which are marked well by the phrase “the next day” (1:29, 35, 43), 
or some related expression. The major divisions of action following 
the initial miracle in chapter 2 are indicated by the occurrences of 
feasts (2:13; 5:1; 6:4; 7:2, 14; 10:22; 12:1).

2. Furthermore, reconciling John with Matthew, Mark, and Luke can be 
difficult. Between Matthew 4:11-12, Mark 1:13-14, and Luke 
4:13-14 is the first five chapters of John. Between John 5-6, most 
of the Galilee circuit, which takes up considerable space in the Syn-
optists, should be inserted. Finally, there is a gap of several months 
between John 10:21-22. At this point, He returned to Galilee and 
then finally left as per Matthew 19:1 and Mark 10:1. He went no 
further than Perea and Judea, and His next visit to Jerusalem was 
for the entry into the city during His final week.

3. Being an eyewitness, John had a knowledge of the order of events 
and he adhered to it, allowing for gaps at those places where he 
chose to be silent. The order of the last week begins with John 
12:1: “six days before the Passover,” and ends with Jesus’ crucifix-
ion just prior to Friday evening, the beginning of the Sabbath. The 
tomb was found to be empty on “the first day of the week” (20:1), 
and in the afternoon of the same day Jesus appeared to the disci-
ples in the upper room (vs. 19). In some ways, he was very meticu-



lous about time; however, his account of the crucifixion (18-19) is 
shorter than the other gospels.

C. Geographical structure.
1. The gospel’s structure by location does not seem to follow any par-

ticular design, except that it emphasizes Jesus’ activity in Jerusa-
lem. There are only three allusions to his work in Galilee -- Caper-
naum in 2:12, Capernaum again in 4:43-54, and Bethsaida on the 
Sea of Galilee (6:1-15), followed by the address in the synagogue 
at Capernaum (vss. 25-70) -- plus a brief visit in Samaria (4:1-42) 
and in Ephraim (11:54).

2. This emphasis on Jerusalem stands to reason, since John wants to 
show, against the background of his opposition, the identity of Je-
sus. Since opposition seemed to come largely from the leaders of 
the Jewish leadership whose headquarters were in Jerusalem, the 
main scene is laid where the sharpest debates occurred and where 
the closing scenes of Jesus’ life took place.

D. Personal interviews.
1. One definite feature of John’s gospel is the inclusion of personal in-

terviews. Matthew, Mark, and Luke emphasize Jesus’ public ministry 
as He talked to the crowds, though they do strongly emphasize the 
training of the disciples. While John does on several occasions say 
that many believed in Him in response to His public actions or ap-
peals (2:23; 4:39; 7:31; 8:30; 10:42; 11:45; 12:11, 42), it re-
cords less of His general preaching. The personal interviews are 
widely distributed through the earlier part of the gospel: Nicodemus 
in Jerusalem (3:1-15), the woman of Samaria (4:1-26), the noble-
man of Cana (4:43-53), the paralytic in Jerusalem (5:1-15), the 
blind man (9:1-38), and Mary and Martha in Bethany (11:17-40). 
These interviews represent different classes of society, occur at dif-
ferent times during Jesus’ work, and have different occasions fol-
lowed by varying appeals. All of them, however, illustrate the nature 
and consequences of belief. All of the interviews depict Jesus’ per-
sonal concern for people.

2. The general interviews with groups are similar in content and teach-
ing. In time and place they approximately parallel the individual in-
terviews. “Many” listened to Him in Jerusalem (2:23); “many of the 
Samaritans” believed in Him willingly after His conversation with the 
woman (4:39); a crowd gathered to hear Him in Capernaum after 
the feeding of the 5,000 (6:24-40; cf. 12:12, 17, 29-36). Likewise, 
John gives a great deal of attention to Jesus’ personal work with the 
disciples: Andrew (1:40; 6:8), Peter (1:42; 6:68), Philip (1:43-44; 
6:5), Nathanael (1:47-51; 21:2), Thomas (11:16; 14:5; 20:26-29), 
and Judas Iscariot (12:4-8; 13:26-30).



3. In contrast, John records interviews with hostile persons. At least 
six conflicts with “the Jews” are mentioned (2:18-20; 5:16-47; 
6:41-59; 7:15-44; 8:31-58; 10:22-39). The title “The Jews” appar-
ently is not given solely for the purpose of distinguishing their na-
tionality from Samaritans or Gentiles but to identify Jesus’ oppo-
nents (i.e., the Jewish leadership; cf. 7:13; 9:22; 20:19). Each of 
these instances indicate the progress of unbelief that leads to the 
climax of the crucifixion. The interview with Pilate (John 18:28-38; 
19:9-11) is the only instance of a hostile, individual confrontation in 
this gospel, and Pilate’s hostility is due more to his political dilemma 
than to personal enmity.

4. These personal interviews serve much the same purpose as pictures 
in a book. They clearly relate to the main theme and forcibly convey 
the revelation given through Christ and the effects of the power He 
exercised.

VI. Conclusion
A. As we conclude our study of the gospels and glance back retrospec-

tively, Matthew shows that the promised One is here (credentials). 
Mark reveals how He worked (power). Luke demonstrates what He was 
like (nature). John shows who He really was (Godhead).

B. After seeing this fourfold picture, how we ought to prize Him, love 
Him, extol Him, teach for Him, and long for that day when we will see 
Him (1 John 3:2).


