
IV. Authorship And Date
A. Chapters 15 and 16 provide us with considerable information which will 

enable us to date the letter.
1. 15:25: Paul is finishing up the collection and getting ready to go to 

Jerusalem.
2. 16:1: Phoebe, probably the courier, comes from Cenchrea.
3. 16:23: Gaius and Erastus are with Paul (cf. 1 Corinthians 1:14 and 

the Erastus inscription in Corinth).
B. Working from the time of Gallio’s appointment to the proconsular office 

at Corinth (midsummer A.D. 52), it is possible to calculate that Paul’s 
departure from Corinth on his third preaching trip en route for Jerusa-
lem took place either in A.D. 57 or 58. The letter was written at the 
conclusion of Paul’s third trip and corresponds to the activities re-
corded in Acts 20:1-3. Internal evidence from the letter sustains this 
conclusion. Paul acted as a messenger to deliver benevolence from 
Gentile Christians to Jewish Christians on two different occasions.
1. The first of these was before any of his journeys and was desig-

nated for the churches of Judea, given and sent from the Antioch 
Christians (Acts 11:27-30).

2. The second of these was raised from Galatian, Macedonian, and 
Achaian churches; churches which did not even exist at the time of 
the first contribution. Whereas the first contribution was “general” 
(to brethren who dwelt in Judaea), the latter contribution was spe-
cific to the saints in Jerusalem (1 Corinthians 16:18; 2 Corinthians 
8-9; Romans 15:25, 27).

C. Paul would have most likely been in Corinth when he wrote Romans. 
He had written his second letter to the Corinthians en route from 
Ephesus to Corinth, in the region of Macedonia. Anxious for word from 
Corinth as to how his first letter had been received, he passed an open 
door in Troas, hastening on to meet Titus who was bringing him word 
from Corinth (2 Corinthians 2:12-13). When Titus arrived, Paul dis-
patched one more letter to Corinth (2 Corinthians) in which he gave 
further instructions about raising the money for the needy Jerusalem 
saints (2 Corinthians 8-9). When Paul wrote the Romans, that contri-
bution was complete. Achaia (Corinth) had made a “certain contribu-
tion” (Romans 15:26).

D. The Roman letter was apparently delivered by Phoebe, a servant of the 
church in Cenchrea, which was a seaport town for Corinth (Romans 
16:1). Various greetings were sent to the Romans from those with 
Paul, one notable one being “Gaius mine host.” While there might have 
been many people by that name, Gaius is remembered as being one at 
Corinth whom Paul acknowledged he had baptized (1 Corinthians 
1:14). There was a Gaius at Corinth, a sister from Corinth’s seaport 



F. The natural conclusion, then, is that the church was established by 
saints, perhaps by some of those from Rome who were in Jerusalem 
for Pentecost (Acts 2:10). There was enough travel to and from Rome 
in those days that the church could have been started and nurtured 
over the years by travelers.

VI. The Purpose Of Romans
A. Many different purposes for Paul’s writing Rome have been suggested. 

It is futile to try and second guess a man who has been dead 1,900 
years, and we must realize that his motives were probably mixed. 
Here are some of the probable reasons why Paul wrote the Roman 
Christians.
1. To pave the way for his upcoming visit to Rome and his planned trip 

to Spain (1:10-15, 15:22-24).
2. To ground the Roman Christians in the faith and encourage them to 

avoid certain evils.
3. To answer the intellectual problem of the Jews’ rejection of the gos-

pel and to provide a clear exposition of the doctrine of justification 
by faith.

4. To justify the inclusion of the Gentiles into the gospel.
5. To recommend Phoebe, who apparently carried the letter to Rome 

(16:1-2).
6. Most of the suggested purposes of the letter seem valid, as long as 

we do not try to argue what was the purpose, a question we cannot 
answer without access to Paul himself.

B. A brief synopsis of Romans would include the following points:
1. Mankind is lost in sin. We have individually sinned, despite opportu-

nities to do better. God judges us individually, in keeping with our 
deeds. He is just in condemning each of us.

2. Law is not the remedy. It emphasizes man’s failure. Righteousness 
cannot correct wrongdoing.

3. God’s plan for man’s righteousness is one of grace. It was promised 
through Abraham. It was perfected in Christ’s death and resur-
rected life. Its operation is forgiveness, the fruit of love and mercy.

4. The condition is whole-hearted faith. Man must individually give 
himself, his heart, his spirit, unto God in complete trust, in order to 
benefit from God’s offer. Obedience “from the heart” must be mani-
fested both in coming to Christ, and in living unto God.

5. God’s grace is extended to all men. The true “Jew” is the individual, 
Jew or Gentile, who submits himself to Christ. Paul deals repeatedly 
with Jewish misunderstandings, and Jew-Gentile problems, which 
this principle elicits.


